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HERITAGE CUSTOMTRADITIONAL

Elvis Was In The House

Giving Others A 
Real McDonald 
Break
Area Residents Sponsor 
Dinner For Families At 
Pasadena’s Ronald 
McDonald House

 When Sierra Madre resident, Chris 
Bertrand, gets an idea, she defi nitely 
knows how to run with it. Recently 
in her column, “One of a Kind”, 
Bertrand showcased the Ronald 
McDonald House in Pasadena. Th e 
Ronald McDonald House provides a 
“home away from home” for families 
of seriously ill children receiving 
treatment at Huntington Memorial 
Hospital. Bertrand was so moved by the 
plight of the families and the dedication 
of the staff  that she decided to call a few 
of her friends to see what they could do. 
On this past Sunday, her eff orts paid 
off . With the help of family and friends 
from as far away as Chicago and as near 
as Sierra Madre, dinner 

was prepared for 30 people, including 
children who currently reside at the 
facility. In addition, the group raised 
enough money to sponsor the House for 
ten days.    (Continued on page 3)

Volunteers serve families of critical or 
terminally ill children on Sunday 

                     Photo By Chris Bertrand

 
The Sierra Madre 
Rotary Club sponsored 
this weekend’s Concert 
In The Park featuring 
the King (or at least a 
decent imposter) himself.  
Harry Shahoian  (left) 
performed to a packed 
house at Memorial Park 
along with Roy Orbison’s 
stand-in, Mark Barnett 
(not pictured).  
 Trish Pitrzak (bottom 
left) sold Sierra Madre 
All American City attire 
while others like Pax and 
Tom (above) danced the 
afternoon away .
Elvis also had time 
for a little mixing and 
mingling.    

Photos by 
Patricia Carpenter

Sierra Madre and Hastings Ranch residents may feel the 
impact of the closing of this local movie house the most.

Story and Photos By 
Dean Lee  
Within a week of the 
announcement that 
the historic Rialto 
Th eatre in South 
Pasadena would close 
forever, aft er having 
sold their fi nal movie 
ticket last Sunday 
night, so also goes 
the Pacifi c’s Hastings 
8 on Rosemead in 
Pasadena, set to close 
this Sunday, exactly 
one week later, and 
to be razed shortly 
thereaft er. 
  (Continued Page 4)

Two Historic Pasadena Area Theatres Close  

THIS SATURDAY, STOP BY KERSTING COURT AND HELP 
MISS JULIA HIBNER, 7, RAISE MONEY FOR THE

 LOS ANGELES MIDNIGHT MISSION.  

Miss Hubner will be selling lemonade in front of Washington Mutual between 11:00 
a.m. and 1:00 p.m. as part of the “Take A Stand’  charity program.  Julia lives in 
Sierra Madre and attends Sierra Madre Elementary School.

Ad-Hoc Finance Committee 
Meets 

City Releases 
Police Initiative 
Impartial Analysis
By Dean Lee and Susan Henderson

  One thing was certain during 
Th ursday night’s meeting of the city’s 
ad-hoc fi nance committee:  someway, 
somehow Sierra Madre will have to self 
impose taxes if it plans to keep essential 
services  such as police  and paramedics.  
However,  many residents made it very 
clear that frivolous city spending should 
be eliminated fi rst.   Th e committee, 
which consists of  Council Members 
John Buchanan and Kurt Zimmerman; 
City Treasurer Richard Mays; residents: 
Mike Comer, George Enyedi, Scott 
Hood, Dennis Keegan, and Tom Janzen; 
and staff  liaison: Administrative Services 
Director Karin Schnaider are charged 
with fi nding  solutions for the city’s 
fi nancial crisis.  Th ey meet on the 2nd 
and 4th Th ursday of each month.
 Th is Th ursday’s meeting ended with 
acting City Manager Bruce Inman 
releasing an Impartial Analysis on the 
pending Police Initiative.  Th e analysis, 
conducted by Inman, Sandra J. Levin, 
(City Attorney),  Karin Schnaider 
(Administrative Services Director), 
Toni Buckner (Director of Library 
Services), and Michelle Keith, (Director 
of Community and Personnel Services), 

was commissioned by the City Council 
immediately aft er the proponents of 
the Police Initiative collected enough 
signatures to qualify for the ballot.  
  Although it appeared that no one was 
prepared to discuss the analysis in detail, 
what seemed to be troubling to many 
was the determination that, as written, 
the initiative would cause increased 
costs for public safety  anywhere from 
$759,000 to just over $1.4 million per 
year.  Inman said the analysis looked 
at how other city services would be 
impacted and what sources they now 
have available for funding.      
 Th e City Council is expected to set a 
date for the ballot measure at its’ next 
meeting.  Th e initiative would require 
the City of Sierra Madre to raise the 
salaries of its’ offi  cers to at least the 
lowest level paid by other departments 
in the San Gabriel Valley.  Th e funding 
for such an increase is expected to come 
from the General Fund.
  According to Inman, “We looked at 
some sources folks considered non-
essential like the library, community 
services and some of our maintenance” 
adding later,  ‘Th is is really a reference 
for the ad-hoc committee.”        
 Former City Attorney, Michael 
Colantuono outlined the city’s options 
for “revenue enhancement” a phrase 
councilmember Kurt Zimmerman 
vowed never to use saying “If it’s a tax I 
will call it a tax.” 
  Colantuono explained every option 
available to the city including Mello-
Roos assessment districts and special 
taxes  - none of which are a good source 
of funding for programs such as police 
he said.  Special taxes under that law are 
imposed on     
             (continued on  page 3)
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  Pasadena Farmer’s Market
  Every Saturday to 12:30 p.m.

B-B-Berries. Lili’s herbs, honey, 
menudo & tamale stand. Bring the 

kiddies. PHS parking lot
2925 W. Sierra Madre Blvd. 

Café 322 
Sunday Nights  

Let’s Sing Opera & Broadway
Pianist Danny Guerrero & Friends

322 Sierra Madre Blvd. 
Sierra Madre (626) 836-5414

Beantown
45 N. Baldwin

Time for Ice Cream
(626) 355-1596

Lucky Baldwin’s 
21 Kersting Court 

(626) 355-1140

Mary’s Market
561 Woodland Drive

(626) 355-4534 

Th e Harvey Hyde Show
Every Sunday 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Hard-hitting, high impact sports talk radio 

KSHP Las Vegas - 1400 AM

Live! from BURGER CONTINENTAL 
535 South Lake Avenue  Pasadena

Weather Wise
2

Longitude W118.0, Lattitude N34.2
  
Friday:    Sunny     Hi 90s  Lows  60s      
Saturday:    Sunny   Hi 90s  Lows  60s    
Sunday:  Sunny  Hi 80s  Lows  60s  
Monday:  Sunny    Hi 80s  Lows  60s  
Tuesday:  Sunny  Hi 80s  Lows  60s   
       Forecasts courtesy of the National Weather Service

5-Day Forecast for Sierra Madre, Ca.

WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS

Every Sunday Night
thru August 26, 2007 

6-8:00 pm
222 W. Sierra Madre 

Blvd.  
FINAL EVENT

August 26: 
Fairytale & Fantasy 

III 
Southern California 

Lyric Th eater

*Th is concert series 
is sponsored by the 
Los Angeles County 

Arts Commission 
and the Recording 
Industries’ Music 

Performance 
Fund through 

the assistance of 
the Professional 

Musicians Union 
Local 47.

For more 
information, 

please contact the 
Community & 

Personnel Services 
Department at 
626-355-5278

Summer 2007 
Concerts in 

the Park Series

   

    

    

9 Legal Notices  

8

Miss Teen Achiever
Trish’s Truth7

6

OPINION:
Susan Henderson 
Sir Eric Returns

5

OBSERVER PASADENA:
Bring St. Luke’s Back4
Police Blotter
Fire Safe Council Tips
SMEAC  Did You Know?

 3 Thank You Rubber Ducky
Caution: It’s Hot Outside
Rich Johnson 
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Community Notices

1 Police Initiative
Targeting Bicycles
Elvis Was Here  

10 TechKnowledge
WorkForce
Tech Daddy

12

The Real Issue
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MountainViews-Observer 

THIS WEEK

16

15 Pros To Know

14 Chris Bertrand:
One Of A Kind

  

13 Jeff’s Pics
Pat Birdsall
Pat Ostrye

Arts & Architecture

Santa Barbara Museum 
 

Peter Dills: Table For Two  
Vince Pirolli on Wine

Bob Eklund:  Looking Up
Wild, Wild West
What’s New At Google?

Sierra Madre 
City Flag Sales

  Th e Community Arts 
Commission has Sierra 
Madre fl ags available for 
sale. Th e fl ags are nylon 2 
ft  by 3 ft , with grommets 
or pole sleeves. Th ey are 
appropriate for indoor or 
outdoor use.  Flags are $40 
and can be ordered by pre-
sale only.  You can order a 
fl ag at the Sunday evening 
Concerts in Memorial 
Park or at the Community 
and Personnel Services 
Department, 611 E. Sierra 
Madre Blvd. Deadline to 
order: August 27, 2007.  
(626) 355-5278  

BARGAIN 
BOOKS 

TABLE AT 
SIERRA 
MADRE 

LIBRARY  
“Fall Into” A 
Good Book

  
Sponsored By 
Th e Friends of 
the SM Library 
August 20-25

Fiction, 
Mysteries, 
Children’s 

Books, 
Biographies, 

and Large Print
All in good 
condition. 

All books $1.00
 

  440 West 
Sierra Madre 

Boulevard 

M-W 
Noon to 9 p.m.; 

Th  and Fr 
Noon to 6 p.m., 

and 

Saturday 
10 a.m. to 6 
p.m.  please 

visit the 
Library’s web 
site at www.
sierramadre.

lib.ca.us or call 
(626) 355-7186

Please sign up!
Th e Fire Safe Council 
needs volunteers for the 

Red Flag Patrol.  
Call 355-0741, 355-7135 

or 355-9530
or email:

smf ire sa fe counc i l@
hotmail.com

Save Th e Date
Th ursday, September 6, 2007

Th e Wisteria Th rift  Shop, run by the Sierra Madre 
Women’s Club will have their grand re-opening.

10:00 a.m.  to 3:00 p.m.

  Th e shop is located at the rear of “Essick House” 
their historic clubhouse at 550 W. Sierra Madre Blvd. 
in Sierra Madre.
  Th e shop has been closed during the summer for a 
major renovation and enlarging to double its’ size.  A 
bright, roomy facility will now greet thrift y shoppers.
  Th e club is celebrating its’ Centennial, has operated 
the shop for over 50 years.  For more information call 
the shop at 626-355-7739

Pros To Know?Pros To Know?
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SCLT Bring More Family Fare to Sierra Madre 
Another round of
FAIRYTALES AND 
FANTASY III, denoting 
the third year of this family 
music entertainment, is 
coming to Sierra Madre’s 
Memorial Park on Sunday, 
August 26, at 6:30 p.m.
  Sponsored by the City of 
Sierra Madre and by Southern 
California Lyric Th eater 
(SCLT), the free concert 
of musical fun showcases 
selections from Broadway, 
plus operettas and several 
Disney favorites.  

  Alison Kalmus, founder and artistic director of SCLT, is also directing this production.

Bring your dinner, blankets and lawn chairs for seating on the green, and prepare to be 
entertained with this musical extravaganza.  

McDONALD   (continued from page 1)

Donors to the House through Bertrand’s eff orts include:
 Chris and Dick Bertrand   Sierra Madre,  
 Jana Cervanka    Sierra Madre
 Paul Mansour of Best Buy Drugs  Sierra Madre
 Susan Henderson    Sierra Madre
 Mountain Views-Observer Newspaper
 Adela and Matt Lassen   Chicago, Illinois
 Pat Birdsall     Sierra Madre
 Ken Good     Sunland
 Jeri Singer     Sierra Madre
 Jan Th ornton    Pasadena
 Mary Th omas    Sierra Madre
 Dr. Sharon Yee    Sierra Madre
 Th e Ohlmeyer Real Estate Team  Danville
 Th e Sherman Lee Family   Monrovia
 Olivia Lee     Monrovia
 Kim and Ron Beegle   Arcadia
 Albertson’s of East Pasadena
 Hope Smith    Sierra Madre

  It is diffi  cult to imagine the challenges these children and their families have to 
face.  Th e Ronald McDonald House does provide, however, needed relief.  Many 
of the children are from foreign countries and other states. Th e expense of living 
outside the home in order to be with their critically or terminally ill children would 
be unbearable. Currently at the House is a family who had a healthy two year old 
until May of this year when the child was diagnosed with Neuroblastoma, a cancer 
of the nervous system. Another child, 21 months old, has been in the hospital over 
a year. 
  Th ere were only four children at the event, as many were confi ned to area hospitals. 
Th e Mexican buff et was also available for families who returned from the hospital 
later in the evening, or for lunches the next day. Since 1974, the program has 
helped over 10 million families around the world. Th e Pasadena House, adjacent 
to Huntington Memorial Hospital has been in existence since 2004 and has helped 
over 500 families. For more information on how you can help, contact director, 
Marchelle Sellers, at 626-585-1588 or go to www.PasadenaRMH.org.

-Susan Henderson/MVO

  Have you ever counted the number 
of pet peeves that really bother you? 
For those of you who don’t know what 
a pet peeve is, it’s a “minor” annoyance 
that can instill great frustration in an 
individual. MINOR? Whoever wrote 
that defi nition really bugs me. 

  Okay, Rich, calm yourself down. Take a 
deep breath. One more. Now repeat aft er 
me, “No, they are not all out to get me.” 
Breathe! Okay? Feel better? Continue, 
but remember, I’ll be watching you.

  Your intrepid columnist was motivated 
to write this column because of two pet 
peeves that impacted me back to back 
within minutes. First one; On Sunday 
I received a severe verbal thrashing 
while listening to talk radio. No, not 
from the talk show host…from the 
commercials!! Are you familiar with 
the term “commercial load” in radio? 
It’s the amount of time radio stations 
can hammer you with commercials in 
one hour of broadcasting. Tell me, has 
anyone you know actually ever got their 
mattress FREEEEEEE from Larry and his 
accountant? Larry, your accountant isn’t 
the only one you’re killing. And television 
is no better. I remember watching 
television with my daughter one evening 
and counting 14 commercials back to 
back to back to back and so on between 
the programming.  But I digress. 

  While I was getting an ear bashing 
listening to radio commercials I was also 
parking my car in a public parking lot 
in Studio City. Th is ushers in pet peeve 
number 2: Have you noticed how parking 
spaces are narrowing? If you haven’t, 
rush outside and take a look at the sides 
of your car. Th is shows us how municipal 
government doesn’t work. Th ey pass 
building codes ordering builders to have 
X number of parking spaces to serve 

the size of a building. Th is forces the 
builders to either build less offi  ce space 
or make the absolute smallest spaces 
they can get away with. (I secretly think 
builders are in cahoots with city offi  cials 
who own auto body shops. Anyway that’s 
my theory.) 

  Other pet peeves: shopping carts with 
one bad or loud wheel; people who 
pull their shopping cart into the check 
out line and continue shopping leaving 
the cart in the line; having a retail sales 
clerk who’s taking care of me answer the 
phone and help a caller. 

  Oh, and the newest biggie: Commercials 
while waiting for the movie to start in 
the theaters. No, the slides on the screen 
don’t bother me so much. It’s the six or 
seven commercials prior to the previews. 
If the movie cost a buck to get in I’d live 
with it. But at $8 or $9 bucks and then 
to get the commercials represents the 
epitome of audacity. 

  I wonder: What if we started calling 
these companies who glut us with radio, 
TV and theater ads and tell them we are 
boycotting their products as a protest 
to the bombardment. By the way, if you 
have any pet peeves, I would love to hear 
about them. 

Email me at Rich@versatape.com

Oh, and have a nice day, friend! 

Pet Peeves
By Rich Johnson

Santa Anita Family YMCA 
Extends Thanks To 
Community 
By Teresa Baxter

  Despite soaring temperatures, the 
community united at the local Santa 
Anita Famkily YMCA swimming pool 
last Saturday for an aft ernoon of festivities 
that put the “fun” back in fundraising. Th e 
Santa Anita Family YMCA raised more 
than $6000 at the annual Rubber Duck 
Dunk. Th e objective was for participants 
to adopt a duck that might possibly be 
selected for the grand prize of a vacation 
on the Colorado River, a prize won by the 
Monrovia Rotary.

  “It was sunny and hot, but many people 
in our community came out to support 
our event,” said YMCA Development 
Director, Cheryl Reynolds. 

Reynolds felt that organizers were quite 
successful at “providing an opportunity 
to raise money that will go directly back 
into our programs.” Th is year’s organizers 
were led by a committee consisting of 

Chairperson Karen Taylor Straley, Diane 
Balsamo, Donna Baker, Janet Cerswell 
and Gloria Huss. Also volunteering time 
were the YMCA Youth Alliance, serving 
hot dogs, lemonade and chips; Plabra 
de Fe contributed face painting and 
souvenirs and Gloria Huss, of Monrovia 
Floral, who donated the ping-pong fi sh 
bowl toss game and cute little rubber 
ducks for prizes.  

Old Town Monrovia’s Th ird and Final 
SUMMER ART WALK 

Local artists  Live music   Children’s Art   
Walking Gallery Tour

From 6:30-9:30 p.m. on August 25th, 2007 

Art Walks will also feature a tour of Old Town Monrovia’s Galleries, where local 
merchants will be providing complimentary food and beverages for patrons.   Young 
artists, ages 4 to 18, will also  be featured. 

By Teresa Baxter

  Th e continued heat wave, with 
temperatures expected to rise above 
100 degrees in the surrounding desert, 
mountain and valley areas of Los Angeles 
County, has prompted the Pasadena 
Fire Department to remind residents to 
take precautions. Prolonged exposure 
in the current weather conditions may 
cause dehydration, heat cramps, heat 
exhaustion, and in severe cases, heat 
stroke.
“Symptoms of dehydra-
tion and heat cramps include dizziness, 
fatigue, faintness, headaches, muscle 
cramps and increased thirst,” said 
Pasadena Fire Marshall Mark Fasick. “It is 
recommended that individuals with these 
symptoms be taken to a cooler, shaded 
place and given water and sports drinks.” 
If there is no such place to avoid the 
elements, Fasick urges residents to head 
to the Rose Bowl which off ers a “cooling 
center that consists of large canopies 
and water misters made available to the 
public.”  More acute symptoms, such as 
diminished judgment, disorientation, 
pale and clammy skin, a rapid and weak 

pulse, or fast and shallow breathing may 
indicate heat exhaustion or impending 
heat stroke and require immediate 
medical attention. Individuals with heart 
disease, asthma or other lung diseases 
should minimize outdoor activity, as 
poor air quality can make people even 
more susceptible to heat-related illness. 
  Fasick anticipates that there will be 
a slight dip in temperatures in the 
upcoming weeks, but warns that “a 
slightly cooler condition does not mean 
that it is acceptable to leave children 
or pets in closed vehicles.” Children, 
elderly people, or pets should never be 
left  unattended in closed vehicles, since 
temperatures can quickly rise to life-
threatening levels and could possibly 
lead to a felony conviction in the state of 
California.
 Th e Pasadena Health Department has 
also issued other advice to manage the 
heat: wear light, loose-fi tting clothing, 
drink water oft en, avoid unnecessary 
exertion such as vigorous exercise if you 
are outside, and most importantly, stay 
out of the sun if you don’t need to be. 

ANALYSIS (continued from page 1)

property owners within a district 
seeking public fi nancing through the 
sale of bonds.  Generally the purpose is 
to fi nance specifi c public improvements  
such as streets, sewage and schools. 
  Colantuono said not to think of bonds 
as a form of revenue but as debt.   He 
indicated that   Mello-Roos could be 
used for police but it is not the best 
option.  It requires an approval by 2/3rds 
of the city registered voters.  Colantuono 
favored options which only required a 
50 percent plus 1 voter approval. 
  He was also very fond of city fees that 
need no public approval but said they 
unfortunately can only be used for special 
purposes and were limited to the amount 
of the need such as printing documents. 
“People usually don’t feel they should 
pay a fee for police.” He said.   
  He also suggested looking at home 
based businesses as a source to tax saying 
the Sierra Madre had a fair share of them 
but once again said it would not amount 
to much. He said by examining some of 
these alternatives the city would be 

sending a message that it had explored 
all options before asking the residents 
for a vote. 
  Colantuono believes that general taxes  
such as property and utility user taxes are 
the most stable way to increase revenue.  
He feels they make the ideal source 
of funding for larger programs. Such 
taxes, however, are generally opposed by 
residents. 
  Th e public remarked on the amount of 
legal fees the city pays annually and the 
amount paid to consultants. Fay Angus 
asked who put the night’s agenda together 
aft er a number of committee members 
said they were absent the meeting before. 
Residents claimed the prior meeting was 
also only about raising taxes.     
  Zimmerman said he would listen 
to anyone’s concerns about wasted 
spending or philosophical arguments 
about taxes but said he did not want to 
hear people say they “just don’t like to 
pay them.” He then gave out his phone 
number 626 355-4395 and said anyone 
from the community could call. 

Goats Begin Clearing Dry Brush from Duarte Hills)

  DUARTE – Goats being released from a holding pen in the Duarte foothills to 
begin their 12-hour workday clearing tinder dry brush from the hillsides. The Duarte 
City Council hired Chino-based Ranchito Tivo Boer Goats to clear approximately 
13 acres around homes adjacent to the open space areas of the city. Some areas 
have not been cleared or burned in 25 years. Brush clearance will continue through 
fall.  More on Page 11

Billy To The Rescue

Officials  Warn Residents About Heat
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THEATRES  (continued from page 1)

Landmark’s Rialto
  Th e Rialto was about half full during the last movie 
showing at 9:30 p.m. “Th e Simpson’s Movie.” Pacifi c’s 
Hastings 8 is playing the Simpson’s as one of their last 
movie showings, as well. 
  With no offi  cial “last show” for employees at the Rialto, 
most of Sunday night’s attendees were both current and 
former theater staff . 
  Christian Rosato, had not worked at the Rialto in the 
last two years but, having been an employee for eight 
years, she said she felt compelled to come for the last 
show, “I know everybody and so this is kind of sad.”   
  “We had a lot of memories here,” said, Steve Frazier, 
who had operated the two reel projectors and the now 
more modern single, “platter system,” since 1980. 

  “Th e most fun, I think, we had was screening the 
movies with no one in the theatre. We would get a few 
beers and watch the movies,’ He said.         

  
Built in 1923 as a movie palace, the theatre still had 

remnants of Hollywood’s earlier “age of the 
silver screen,” including the organ pipes used 
during that time. Th e organ itself had been 
moved to the Egyptian Th eater in Hollywood 
for a few years before fi nally being placed in a 
local area museum. 
  Th e very rare WurliTzer Style 216 Th eatre 
Organ was removed from the Rialto aft er 
the theatre was destroyed by fi re in the 
1970s. Employees were unclear, but said they 
thought the organ was now at the Meridian 
Iron Works Museum in South Pasadena.  
  Th ey were also unclear of the future of the 
theatre, saying they hoped someone would 
buy and restore it, although the estimated cost 
for doing so would be well over $1 million. 
Th ere had been a number of attempts to 
restore the Rialto, including one by George 
Wright who made the theatre famous with 
a concert series in early 1970’s, using the 
organ.      
  “It’s not going to open to the public, that’s 
the big diff erence,” said Andrew Noice, a 

long time employee of the Rialto. “Th ey haven’t told us 
anything, except that it can now be rented out.” 
  He also said his job ended that night. “We all found 
out about this two weeks ago, tonight, exactly, he said. 
  Frazier said in recent years there has been a steady 
decline in ticket sales for all theatres. 
  Owned by Landmark Th eatres, employees also said it 
was always known as the “redheaded step child,” with 
no money ever invested in it. At one point they said 
the movie, “Th e English Patient,” was shown for nine 
months straight just to keep the theatre open. 
  Th ey also said they had only seen it entirely fi lled 
once, during a showing of the “Th e Goonies” in the 
early 1990’s. Th e theatre holds 1,200 people, when the 
balcony is open.   
  With all of the intricate carving of gargoyles and other 
dark creatures on the theatre’s walls,  the Rialto has been 
an almost surreal experience for Saturday midnight 
showings of the Rocky Horror Picture Show, a staple 

diet of the theatre’s existence. All showings of the cult 
classic had been canceled since the announcement, 
according to Noice.                      

Pacifi c’s Hastings 8
  Dupe Bosu, an account executive for JS2 
Communications said, on behalf of Pacifi c Th eatres, 
that it is common practice in the movie theater industry 
to close older locations due to declining attendance. 
Pacifi c Th eatres had been operating the Hastings 8 
since 1985 and decided not to renew the lease. 
  As with the Rialto, Th e Hastings 8 is also a historic 
building in its own right. It was one of the very fi rst 
multi-screen cinemas in the area, aft er original single 
large screen was split into two smaller ones in the early 
1980s, and another building with six more theatres was 
added later. Some said that, in its time, the single screen 
theatre was the largest around.       
  According to cinematreasures.org, the Pacifi c’s Hasting 
8, then known as the “Hasting Th eater,” was one of only 
a few “reverse” or “backwards” theatres in the world. 
As the audience entered from the front of the theatre, 
they faced the projection booth and found the screen 
to their backs.  Th is construction, in some cases, was 
demanded by a site’s topography. 
  Hastings was the only theatre of this kind in California, 
with only 10 reverse theatres ever built in the United 
States, according to the website. Th e Hasting Th eater 
opened in 1972.   
  One longtime Sierra Madre resident said they 
remembered, back before the movie house was built, 
when the location was the Hastings Drive-in.  
  “It was a fun place to be,” said one resident who asked 
not to be identifi ed. “None of the shopping center was 
there. Th e drive-in had a playground to bring the kids 
to and the teenagers would stash their friends in the 
trunks of their cars to sneak in.”    
  Another resident added, “If it wasn’t for those drive-
ins, half today’s population would not be here.” 
  Th ey also said they remembered back to when the 
Sierra Madre Playhouse was also a movie theatre, 
lamenting that it’s too bad the old theatres are closing.

Stories and Photo By Dean Lee

 No one disagrees that more medical 
emergency rooms are needed everywhere, 
with the closing of 11 in the last fi ve 
years throughout Southern California, 
but a local group, Emergency Care Now, 
is advocating addressing a direct need 
in East Pasadena, Altadena and Sierra 
Madre —more specifi cally to reopen St. 
Luke Medical Center as an Urgent Care 
Center.   St. Luke’s is located at 2632 East 
Washington Blvd. 

  “Th ere is no question that as one hospital 
closes, even if it seems far away, it impacts 
the whole health system,” said Takashi 
Wada, health offi  cer for Pasadena. “Th ere 
is defi nitely a domino eff ect.”   

  Takashi also reminds us that opening a 
new emergency department, or expanding 
one such as Huntington Memorial 
Hospital’s 22,120 square foot proposed 
addition to the their department, is 
expensive. He said reopening St. Luke’s as 
an emergency facility was not realistic. “It 
closed because of funding.” He said. “So 

it would cost even more now to operate.” 

  Huntington offi  cials said $34 million 
was being set aside for the expansion of 
their new emergency department, set to 
open in 2013.   

  “Th ere is a huge diff erence between 
Urgent Care and Emergency Care,” said 
Roberta Marti, the Chair for Emergency 
Care Now. 
 
  Emergency care requires a license, where 
urgent care does not, she explained, 
implying Wada did not understand the 
problem. Wada said the only way to ease 
hospital overcrowding was with universal 
health care. Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger 
has been fi ercely advocating universal 
health care by mandating that everyone 
be insured.  Schwarzenegger has been 
calling overcrowded hospitals a “hidden 
tax.”   

  Marti did not disagree with universal 
health care, but said the issue was a 

lack of medical 
facilities north of the 
210 freeway. Two-
thirds of Pasadena’s 
population lives 
north of the freeway, 
she noted.

  When the hospital 
closed in 2003, Marti 
said the emergency 
room was torn up 
and partly removed 
so any emergency 
care facility would 
have to start from 
scratch, which 
means having to be 
re-licensed, where 
an urgent care would 
not. An emergency 
care center also has 
to have operating 
rooms and beds 
available. 

  “An urgent care is a 
perfect match,” Marti 
said. “Th ey still have 
x-ray equipment 
and other things 
that would make the 
transition seamless.”              

Caltech, last week, offi  cially announced 
plans for the outright sale or lease 
of St. Luke Medical Center. Caltech 
spokesperson, Jill Perry, said the real 
estate fi rm of Cushman & Wakefi eld is 
representing them in the transaction.   

  “Th is all comes down to what Caltech 
does; this is in their hands,” Marti said. 
“It now depends on who they sell to, but I 
have always felt they are on our side.”

  Perry said the school did not want the 
property to lie fallow. Th e most likely 
potential uses for the property, Perry said, 
are as corporate and medical offi  ces or as 
a continuing care retirement community, 
or some combination of these. Bids for 
the property will be taken over the next 
six weeks.

  “We would like to see low income senior 
housing; in fact I was taking to an 85-
year-old man and his wife who said they 
would love to live there,” Marti said. 

  Emergency Care Now, as a group, is 

asking that St. Luke house an urgent 
care center and/or other multi-purpose 
facilities, such as satellite nursing/dental 
classes, senior activities; a consortium of 
clinics or other human service facilities. 
Some said any use other than as a medical 
center would require a zoning change by 
the city, something they threatened to 
oppose. 

  Marti said the group had gathered 2,000 
signatures showing support for the uses 
including support by a number of medical 
offi  ces and pharmacies in the area.     

  Sierra Madre Volunteer Fire Department 
Battalion Chief, Steve Heydorff , said the 
paramedics in his department would 
not transport patients to an urgent care 
facility. Wada also said that laws defi ne 
where a patient can go; anyone who calls 
911 with an emergency is automatically 
sent to a hospital. Pasadena and other 
cities have said they would transport 
patients with minor injuries to an urgent 
care unit.    

  “We have always gone to Arcadia and 
Huntington,” Heydorff  said. “Although, 
the real impact here is the closing of 
Martin Luther King Jr./Drew Medical 
Center, even though that’s far away.”   

  Marti said ambulance diversions from 
Huntington Hospital to Glendale, 
Arcadia, or San Gabriel occur 40 percent 
of the time and fi ve-hour waits at 
Huntington are common. 
 
  Perry said they purchased the 13-plus 
acre property and buildings in July 
2003 as a potential location for stand-
alone, large-scale research programs. 
Two research groups have been using 
the property she said. Caltech has also 
rented the building for fi lming purposes. 
Built in 1933 in the Art Deco style, she 
added that the costs of renovation have 
not made St. Luke as good a location as 
an addition to the Caltech campus as had 
been originally projected.

  “Weak managed care reimbursements 
have made it impossible for a small 
community hospital like St. Luke to 
survive,” commented Phyllis Bushart, 
former St. Luke Medical Center’s chief 
executive offi  cer, at the time the hospital 
originally closed.
    

Citizens Want Unoccupied St. Luke Medical Center To 
Function Again
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 Sierra Madre Fire Safe Council    
 TIP OF THE WEEK 
  From Caroline Brown 

BEVIN EUSTACE
REALTOR©

(626) 821-1213 BUSINESS
(626) 808-7403 CELL
(626) 447-0388 FAX
bevinaeustace@aol.com

Moe's Automotive Service Center is a
family owned and operated business,

servicing the car care needs of the foothill communities for the
past 20 years. We have ASC Certified Technicians and the latest
state of the art diagnostic equipment. We offer free local pick-
up and delivery. Most jobs completed in one day. Call Moe or
Andy for an appointment today. Yes - Andy is still here!

Moe’sMoe’s
Automotive Service CenterAutomotive Service Center

Service First, Quality AlwaysService First, Quality Always
Specializing in repairs of

domestic & foreign automobiles

Moe

Andy

125 W. Sierra Madre Blvd., Sierra Madre, CA 91024
Ph: 626.355.4714 Fax: 626.355.4724

E-mail: Moeauto@verizon.net

Sierra Madre Police Put Cyclists on Notice
   

Aft er a number of complaints about bicyclists running city stop signs and other 
dangerous traffi  c violations, the city put up a warning sign last Friday on Sierra 
Madre Boulevard, designating the street as a “bicycle enforcement area.”   Th e sign 
stayed up throughout the weekend.  
 Police Captain Larry Giannone said that even though the sign was placed across the 
street from the police station and a patrol car sat at the intersection of Lima Street, 
three violations were given out Saturday for failure to stop. 
 “It’s more of a courtesy notice than anything,” Giannone said. “Th e enforcement is 
for everybody’s safety, the cyclists and the motorists.” 
 He said the sign will continue to be put up on the weekends for the next month and 
offi  cers will be watching cyclists and giving out tickets. He also said the city owns the 
alert sign.    “We purchased this sign, that can be used for a number of other things, 
and another one just for showing speed with a grant a few years ago.”  
“Th ere is no cost to the city for this,” he added.     

  

   Environmentally Speaking,      
“Did You Know?”                        

      Shedding Some Light
  One of the easiest and cheapest places to start saving 

energy is with lighting. Replace your most frequently used incandescent bulbs 
with compact fl uorescent lights. Compact fl uorescent light bulbs (CFLs) use only 
a third as much electricity as a standard incandescent bulb. Because a compact 
fl uorescent will usually last 10 times as long as a regular bulb, it will easily pay 
for itself. 
  
  CFLs have come a long way since they were fi rst introduced in the mid-‘90s 
(they don’t fl icker as much when you turn them on, for one thing), but because 
each bulb still contains 5 mg of mercury, you’re not supposed to toss them out 
with the regular trash, where they could end up in a landfi ll. So the bulbs are one 
more thing to for you to sort in the recycling bin.
   
  If every household in the United States replaced one light bulb with a compact 
fl uorescent light bulb, it would prevent enough pollution to equal the removal of 
one million cars from the road!                                                                        

 Time Magazine/ Sierra Club

                                             Brought to you by:
                        Sierra Madre Environmental Action Council 
                                           (SMEAC)
                                          P.O. Box 85 
                          Sierra Madre, Ca. 91025-0085
                            *Your thoughts and comments are welcome...  

During the week of Sunday, August 12th, to Saturday August 18th, the Sierra Madre Police 
Department responded to approximately 278 calls for service.  

Sunday, August 12th:
 2:34 AM – DUI arrest, New York Dr and Sierra Madre Villa. Offi  cers were fl agged 
down by a motorist and told of a possible drunk driver. Th e described car was found 
in gear running and the driver passed out behind the wheel. A DUI investigation was 
conducted and the driver was subsequently arrested.  During an inventory search of the 
vehicle a large amount of marijuana and several counterfeit California driver licenses were 
located.  Offi  cers continued their investigation and eventually served a search warrant at 
the suspect’s home where more marijuana, California driver licenses, and counterfeiting 
equipment were located.  Th e suspect was transported to LA County Jail for remand. 

Tuesday, August 14th:
7:59 PM – Animal complaint, 300 block Lima St. A resident reported she was bitten by a 
German Sheppard while it owner was walking it. Th e dog was unlicensed, but the owner 
claims the dog’s shots were current. Th e dog bite victim was taken to the hospital by her 
husband. 

Wednesday, August 15th: 
 1:43 AM – Missing person found, Baldwin Ave and Sierra Madre Blvd. Offi  cers were 
dispatched to the area regarding an elderly man who appeared disorientated. Offi  cers 
conducted an investigation and determined the man was a missing person suff ering from 
dementia. He had been missing from Monterey Park since 10:00 am, Tuesday. He was 
reunited with his family.

8:30 AM - Auto burglary (unlocked vehicle), 600 block Manzanita Ave. A resident reported 
her car was broken into between 2:00 pm Tuesday 8/14 and 8:30 am Wednesday, 8/15. Th e 
car was ransacked, but the only loss was a pair of navy blue gloves. 

9:08 AM – Auto Burglary (unlocked vehicle), 600 block Manzanita Ave. A resident 
reported her car was broken into and her Sony stereo CD player face plate was stolen. Th e 
car was parked in her driveway between 3:00 am Wednesday, 8/15 and 9:00 AM, 8/15. No 
loss amount was available.    

10:41 PM – Residential burglary, 300 block West Carter Ave. A resident called to report a 
home they were watching for friend had been broken into. Offi  cers conducted an interior 
check of the home and found several rooms ransacked. No loss was available as the case is 
still under investigation. 

Th ursday, August 16th:
12:15 AM – Vandalism/graffi  ti, Bailey Canyon Park. An offi  cer found graffi  ti to a green 
trash bin. A 1/8 inch felt black maker was used to damage the bin. On loss estimate was 
available. 

Friday, August 17th: 
4:12 PM – Auto Burglary (unlocked vehicle), 200 block Mariposa Ave. A resident reported 
her JVC CD remote change and ten CD’s were stolen from her car. Th e car was parked in 
front of her home between 10:00 am and 4:00 pm. Th e loss was estimated at $350.00. 

Saturday, August 18th:
1:22 AM – DUI arrest, 400 block West Sierra Madre Blvd. Offi  cers stopped a vehicle for a 
minor traffi  c violation. During the traffi  c stop the driver was determined to be under the 
infl uence alcohol and arrested.     

1:26 PM – Auto Burglary (unlocked vehicle), 100 block Mariposa Ave. A resident reported 
her car was just broken into and two men drove away in a green Acura. Taken was her cars’ 
registration, insurance card, two music CD’s and a pair of sunglasses. Offi  cers searched the 
area for the green Acura, but it was not found. Th e loss was estimated at $40.00.

Th e Angeles National Forest comprise the foothills and 
mountains directly above the city limits of Sierra Madre and 
our own Open Space Conservation Area.  Th ese lands have 

not burned since the Kinneloa Fire of 1993 when 100 homes were destroyed.  Th is 
fi re was started by a transient camped in Eaton Canyon starting a wood fi re in 
high fi re hazard conditions.  
  Th e Forest Service is working with the U.S. Attorney’s offi  ce to prosecute 
individuals responsible for causing wildfi res by brining charges against eight 
individuals and two businesses for causing nine wildfi res in the past few years.  
Many of these fi res were major confl agrations, causing death and damage to 
countless acres of watershed, wildlife habitat and homes.
  Homeowners in Sierra Madre’s Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone must 
diligently modify the fuel on their property to create to the best of their ability 
a defensible space around their homes in preparation for this years fi re season, 
which is well underway.

Th e next Fire Safe Council meeting will be Monday, September 10, 2007, 7 P.M. in 
the City Council Chambers  For more information contact the Sierra Madre Fire 
Safe Council at 355-0741 or 355-9350.  E-mail: smfi resafecouncil@hotmail.com
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Back-To 
School…Back-To- 
Blaming?
Or Time To 
Make Parents 
Accountable

By Steve Tobia

  Th e debate over the quality 
and eff ectiveness of our 
public education system 
has been taking place 
for more than a quarter 
century in almost every 
state and school district. 
Unfortunately, politicians 
and other advocates 
continue to sidestep the most 
fundamental problem of our 
urban public school system-
-parental responsibility and 
accountability.
  Well-documented research 
over the past several decades 
clearly demonstrates the 
correlation between success 
in the classroom and parental 
involvement, however there 
is zero accountability or 
enforcement for parents.
  Basically, in my opinion, 
we have abdicated 
parental responsibility 
and accountability to the 
government and teachers.  
Somehow, we have 
become a society where 
personal responsibility 
and accountability are no 
longer the prime reasons 
for personal failures.  Th e 
illustrations of people 
failing to take responsibility 
continue to mount on a 

daily basis, with people 
pointing fi ngers at someone 
else, rather than themselves.  
People and kids are getting 
fatter because they choose 
to eat greasy fast food seven 
days a week--not because 
of food makers. Kids are 
failing in schools and 
dropping out--not because 
of teachers.
  Th e failure of educating 
and training our children 
is a complex set of issues 
and policies that we have 
allowed to develop over the 
past quarter century that 
now requires some radical 
changes. 

Will Th e Pasadena School 
Board Assume True 
Leadership?
  First, nowhere in our 
Constitution do we require 
people who choose to bear 
children to take full and 
complete responsibility 
of their children through 
the legal age of 18 or 21.  
Period. Yet, we hold people 
accountable for taxes, car 
registrations, Social Security 
registration, and swift  legal 
action for breaking any law, 
even parking fi nes.
  Second, parents are not 
required by law to provide 
and guarantee each of their 
children a complete             
and full education with 
personal sanctions against 
parents for failure to 
maintain their children’s 
educational progress. Yet, 
we have sanctions for not 
mowing lawns, maintaining 
car insurance or completing 
IRS tax forms.
  Th ird, parents are not 
required to allocate a 
specifi c amount of time 
and resources at their 
children’s school and 
extra-curricular activities. 
Parental involvement is not 
a luxury but a requirement 
to complete the bond 
between home and school. 
Yet, we are required to go 
(continued on page 8)
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Arts & Architecture
By Virginia Olive Hoge

Donna Baker
626.408.1408 • 626.487.0820

www.4SaleByDonna.com

IMMACULATE 
RANCH-STYLE 
HOME

2152 S. BUENOS
AIRES DRIVE,
COVINA
OFFERED AT 
$980,000

3 BEDROOMS &
2.5 BATHS

IMMACULATE 
RANCH-STYLE 
HOME

317 CIRCLE OAK 
DRIVE, 
MONROVIA
OFFERED AT 
$920,000

3 BEDROOMS &
2 BATHS

CUTE TRADI-
TIONAL WITH 
CITY LIGHTS 
VIEW

247 E. HILLCREST 
BLVD. MONROVIA
OFFERED AT 
$629,000

3 BEDROOMS & 2 
BATHS

CUTE TRADI-
TIONAL HOME

751 MOUNTAIN 
VIEW AVENUE, 
MONROVIA
REDUCED 
PRICE $595,000

3 BEDROOMS & 
2 BATHS

Traditional
Homes

CUTE TRADI-
TIONAL WITH 
UPGRADES

732 MONTEREY
AVENUE, MON-
ROVIA
OFFERED AT 
$475,000

2 BEDROOMS & 
2 BATHS

BARBARA 
MORRISON AND 
FRIENDS: 
Jazz and Blues Legend at 

One Colorado

 
Saturday, August 25
Momma Blues.  Five swingin’ 
blues mommas will burn the 
night away.  Featured will 
be some of California’s top 
female blues artists. 

Th e One Colorado Courtyard 
is located center-block between 
Colorado, Fair Oaks, Union 
and Delacey in Old Pasadena.    
www.onecolorado.com

The 
Gingerbread
Lady

Now Playing 
at the  Sierra 
Madre 

Playhouse
  Evy Meara, a cabaret 
singer and recovering 
alcoholic, returns home from 
rehab, to her loyal, but oddball, 
friends and teenage daughter, 
Polly. Polly, a child of divorce 
who has been living with her 
Dad, wants to “come home.” 
At the brink of womanhood, 
she needs her mom. But as 
the play evolves, Polly fi nds 
herself giving more care than 
she receives.  
  Directed by Linda Rand, 
Neil Simon’s fans need not 
worry.  Beyond its substantive 
content, Th e Gingerbread 
Lady has plenty of Simon’s 
humor and iconic one-liners to 
keep us engaged throughout.
Th e play runs from August 
17th through September 
22nd. 
You can reserve your tickets 
by calling 626-256-3809, then 
pay for and pick up no later 
than 15 minutes before the 
play, or buy your tickets online 
at www.sierramadreplayhouse.
org so you can waft  serenely 
past both line and box offi  ce. 
Adults: $20, Seniors (65+) and 
Students (12-18): $17; Children 
12 and under: $12

Fridays & Saturdays 
8 p.m.  

Sunday Matinees at 2:30 p.m.

The Santa 
Barbara 

Museum of Art

  
Santa Barbara has a beautiful art museum, right in the 
center of its historic downtown -- the Santa Barbara 
Museum of Art -- that is worth a visit! It is a very nice 
small museum with great care taken to display the art 
for excellent results. And something stands right next 
to the museum that is worth a trip by itself: one of 
the great Myron Hunt’s masterpieces, his 1926 retail/
offi  ce building “La Arcada” which (lucky for them) 
set the tone for the whole city’s Mediterranean look. 
Hunt is memorialized there by a bronze plaque (hello, 
Pasadena city planners...), which was a nice touch, 
but the contemporary entry way signage ought to be 
replaced one day as it is not up to the quality of this 
great building.

  Th e museum has some great paintings in its permanent 
collection by some of my favorite painters. Th ey have 
George Bellows (1882-1925) there! Bellows’ too-short 
life was bookmarked by his strong social conscience, 
fed by deep feeling, which shows up again and again on 
his canvases. I had never seen the great painting they 
have here -  named “Steaming Streets” (1908). It shows a 
horse losing control of itself in the middle of a crowded, 
snowy and slippery lower-east-side New York winter 
street - suddenly a mortal danger to everyone standing 
nearby (a lot of people in 1908).  A handler stands to 
the left  and desperately tries to control the horse.  No 
one has before or since painted the lower-east side as 
well as Bellows did, capturing its smokey-grey color 
and mood perfectly!   And that is exactly what he does 
in this painting -- he captures a moment in time in its 
full blood and takes us back to that instant. 

  Th ey have one of Monet’s 1900 “Waterloo Bridge” 
series (painted when he was 60 years old).  Enough 
said!

  Th ey have a beautiful painting by the inconsistent 
Georgia O’Keefe (1887-1986) who shows herself at her 
fi nest here (she lived for 98 years and so she is 
forgiven a few clunkers!).  Named “Dead 
Cottonwood” 

(she was an incredible painter of bark), it exhibits her 
extraordinary dexterity and clarity as a painter that is 
unrivaled at its fi nest.

  But best of all, they have an Inness, and it is a great 
one. George Inness (1825-1894) is one of the greatest 
landscape painters of all time.  Here they have a 
late work painted in 1894, the year of his death. His 
mature work is his best and in it he merged all of his 
considerable spiritual searching (he was very fond of 
the Christian mystic Swedenborg and wrote many of 
his own philosophical/ mystical papers, most of which 
are sadly - and carelessly - lost) along with his years of 
development and experimentation as a oil painter (his 
use of linseed oil, for instance, is extraordinary). Th is 
too was his favorite landscape, to which he returned 
time and again, the Catskill and Pocano mountain 
regions of New York and New Jersey.  Th e season of year 
(the fall) also speaks hauntingly of his own imminent 
death. Th is beautiful painting is a treasure and I urge 
you to visit it. 

  One day, I would also love to see more Inness works in 
our local museums - this is not a acquisition they will 
ever be “sorry” for!
Museum Hours: Tuesday - Sunday 11 am to 5 pm, 
Closed Mondays
Admission:   Adults $9, Seniors $6, Students  $6, Under 
6 free dmission free every Sunday

George Inness
“Morning, Catskill Valley”, 1894
Oil on canvas, 35 3/8 x 53 ¾”
Santa Barbara Museum of Art, Gift of Mrs. Sterling 
Morton to the Preston Morton Collection
1960.66

In My Opinion
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What Goes 
Around 
Comes 
Around

By Trisha Collins

  

Arroyo Pacifi c Academy
41 W. Santa Clara St.

Arcadia
(626) 294-0661

 
Alverno High School 

200 N. Michillinda
(626) 355-3463

Bethany Christian School
93 N. Baldwin Ave.

(626) 355-3527 
 

  Th e Gooden School
192 N. Baldwin Ave.

(626) 355-2410
www.goodenschool.org

  
LaSalle High School 

3880 E. Sierra Madre Blvd.
Pasadena

(626) 351-8951
 

Odyssey Charter School
725 W. Altadena Dr.

Altadena, CA
(626) 229-0993

www.odysseycharterschool.com
 

Pasadena High School
2925 E. Sierra Madre Blvd.  Pasadena

(626) 798-8901 
 

Sierra Madre Elementary School
141 W. Highland Ave.

(626) 355-1428
 

   Sierra Madre Middle School
160 N. Canon

(626) 836-2947
 

St. Rita’s Catholic School
322 N. Baldwin Ave.

(626) 355-9028

   Weizmann Day School
   1434 N. Altadena Drive

   Pasadena, CA 91107
   626-797-0204

   Lisa Feldman Head of School

Alverno, Arroyo Pacifi c Academy, La Salle, Maranatha, Pasadena High School, St. Francis, Sierra Mesa 
Middle School, Th e Barnhart School, Th e Gooden School, Field Elementary, Sierra Madre Elementary 
School, Bethany Christian, St. Rita’s, Wilson Middle School, Odyssey Charter School, Norma Coombs 
Alternative School, Weizmann Day School and the PASADENA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT Ed

SCHOOL DIRECTORY
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TRISH’s 
     TRUTH

New Customers - First Haircut

HOMEMAID
Cleaning Services

Call 626.836.8353
Fax 626.836.8373

  With the upcoming 
school year around the 
corner, many teens are 
doing what they do best: 
shopping! In high school, 
clothes classify you before 
anyone even knows your 
name, so naturally you 
want to make a good fi rst 
impression. Th at’s why 
back to school shopping 
time is the most crucial 
time of the summer. Sure, 
it’s mostly the girls that 
stress out about this type 
of thing, but I can name 
a few guys that care just 
as much. 

  Fashion. One teenager 
says fashion is: “Ever 
changing and always up 
on the “latest.” I wouldn’t 
exactly call it the “latest.” 
Check any Seventeen 
magazine and you’ll 
be updated on exactly 
what’s “in” and “fresh” in 
today’s clothing. Turn on 
any ‘80’s episode of “Th e 
Cosby Show” or “Th e 
Fresh Prince of Bel Air” 
and you’ll see the same 
thing. And yes, that was 
over 20 years ago, yet that 
attire is on the runway as 
we speak. Th e inspiration 
for the future had to 
come from somewhere, 
and so designers look in 
the past. 

  Many styles are coming 
back from when our 
parents were teenagers 
like us. All kinds of items 
such as retro sneakers, 
leggings/tights, skinny 
jeans, and over-sized 
belts can be found in 
any 1985 high school 
yearbook, from “back in 
the day.” Th e other day I 
was looking in my aunt’s 
high school pictures; she 
had a shirt that was like 
one that I had! Th at just 
goes to show how what 
you think is original, was 
actually original 20 years 
ago. 

  Music also goes back into 
the past for inspiration,  
too. Many rappers use 
clips and beats of old 
songs to make new 
songs or remixes. Many 
of them become hits, 
and few know the artist 
of the original, or even 
that there ever was an 
original. 

  When Justin Timberlake 
sang “What Goes 
Around”, he wasn’t lying. 
Everything goes in one 
big circle, so it’s only 
a matter of time until 
today’s fashion becomes 
yesterday’s fashion. By 
the time this generation 
has grown up, this retro 
80’s style will be what all 
the teens will be wearing. 
So save those orange 
and pink converse, and 
store the plastic jewelry, 
because it will be back!

Miss American Teen 
Achieve &  Miss California 
Teen Achieve Pageant 2007

By Rudy Lira Kusuma

  Arcadia, CA – Th e Miss American 
Teen Achieve and Miss California Teen 
Achieve Pageant were held on August 10 
– 12, 2007.  Th e 700 Huntington Hotel 
hosted both the orientation and the 
entire Sunday Pageant. Th e Embassy 
Suites Hotel hosted the Coronation 
Dinner and Leadership Breakfast. ERA 
Oasis Real Estate & Mortgage Company 
was the venue for interviews, where the 
contestants met the judges on a personal 
one-on-one basis.

  Th e Miss American Teen Achieve and 
Miss California Teen Achieve Pageant is 
dedicated to promoting self-esteem in 
each of our Honor Court delegates. Each 
young lady has been gift ed with so many 
wonderful qualities. Th ese pageants 
endeavor to foster personal growth, 
academic and community involvement, 
as well as talent development among our 
contestants. We hope each contestant 
makes lasting friends, develops self-
confi dence, and learns valuable 
interviewing and presentation skills 
through her involvement in our program. 
“Every young lady is a ‘winner’ in our 
book and we hope that shows in our 
program”, added Miss Marlene Martin, 
Director & Pageant Organizer.

 

  Th e judges for Th e Miss American 
Teen Achieve and Miss California Teen 
Achieve Pageant 2007 include: Th e 
Honorable Mayor Judy Wong from 
the city of Temple City, Acting Coach 
Mr. Ken Mulroney, Talent Agent Ms. 
Stacy Reyes, Associate Producer of Rick 
Dees Weekly Top 40 Ms. Cecilia Jativa, 
Miss America International 2007 and 
recipient of 2007 President George Bush 
Gold Medal Volunteer Service Award 
Ms. Tram Ho, and Miss Teen Asia USA 

2007 Ms. Jessica Cynthia Mogi. Also 
appearing during the interview session 
in ERA Oasis Realty offi  ce was the holder 
of the dual titles of Miss Asia USA 2007 
and Miss Th ai New Year USA 2007, Ms. 
Katherine Sitseri. 

  Th e contestants for ‘Miss American 
Teen Achieve’ and ‘Miss California Teen 
Achieve Pageant’ 2007 were: Miss Jr. 
Teen La Puente Yesenia Cervantes, Miss 
Jr. Teen San Gabriel Annee Vong, Miss 
Jr. Teen Ohio Corri Camp, Miss Jr. Teen 
Los Angeles Alexis Ilene Franco, Miss 
Jr. Teen Corona Londonn Winters, Miss 
Teen Montebello Jessica Castro, Miss 
Teen Los Angeles Marilyn Martinez, 
Miss San Gabriel Teen Jenny Tran, Miss 
Regional California Teen Lisa Duong, 
Miss Pasadena Teen Byanca de Aguero, 
Miss Hollywood Teen Summera Howell, 
Miss Teen Wyoming Jennifer Martoglio, 
Miss Teen El Monte Elizabeth Garcia, 
Miss Teen Temple City Tiff any O’Leary, 
Miss Teen Texas Sara Sandoval, Miss 
California Teen Achieve Janae Lynn 
Blackwell, Miss San Francisco Teen 
Lena Ren, Miss Teen San Diego Carolyn 
Tremaine. 

   

  Miss Teen Temple City Tiff any O’Leary 
is not only a beautiful young lady, but is 
also a fi rm, soft -spoken, intelligent, very 
friendly and polite person; with Rudy Lira 
Kusuma, at ERA Oasis Realty.

Rudy Lira Kusuma is the VP-Marketing with ERA 
Oasis Realty & Oasis International Mortgage in 
Arcadia.  rudylk@eraoasis.net or  310-597-9488. 
More photos from ‘Miss American Teen Achieve’ 
and ‘Miss California Teen Achieve Pageant’ 
available at http://photos.rudylirakusuma.com 

 

Foothill
Computer  Services

20+ years in Sierra Madre
PC Computer Repairs 

& Electronics Consulting

Dave Felt   355-8315
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“The demagogue is one 
who preaches doctrines 
he knows to be untrue 
to men he knows are 
idiots.” 
Henry Louis Menckn

    On my desk are lots 
of small scraps of paper 
fi lled with things I keep 
meaning to discuss, but 
never quite get around to 
writing about. Here’s a few 
of them ... 

  Occasionally something 
can show up in your 
reading that will remind 
you of a situation close to 
home.  Consider this from 
a recent editorial in the 
NY Times dealing with 
the newly appointed chief 
executive of Chrysler, 
Robert Nardelli: “Th e 
executives at Cereberus, 
many of whom worked 
with Mr. Nardelli at 
General Electric, believe 
he has the right stuff . At 
Home Depot, however, 
he alienated stockholders 
with his imperious style, 
even limiting comments at 
the annual meeting to one 
minute and one question 
each, and enforcing that 
with digital timers.” 
Does the technique 
sound familiar to you? 
Reminds me of the public 
comments portion of our 
Sierra Madre City Council 
meetings ... 

  In my work I answer 
directly to an Executive 
VP. Great guy, brilliant 
at what he does, widely 
respected in the fi eld, and 
proudly Gay. His partner of 
nearly 20 years was invited 
to a family reunion in his 
native North Dakota, and 
aft er some discussion they 
decided to both go. As part 
of this reunion his partner, 
who comes from a family 
of a remarkable 12 kids, 
was expected to get up 
on stage and speak a few 
sentences about his life, 
just like his many brothers 
and sisters. And he was 
very nervous about it. Th is 
being a decidedly Red State 
rural and conservative 
setting, he wasn’t sure that 
standing in front of a room 
with hundreds of family 
and community members 
and discussing his lifestyle 
would be a completely pain 
free experience. Th ere had 
been unpleasant incidents 
in the past. Th e big night 
arrived and one aft er 
another all got up and 
discussed their marriages 
and children. Th en it was 
his turn. “My partner 
and I have been living 
in Los Angeles together 
for 18 years. In this time 
we have both enjoyed 
considerable professional 
success and the joy that 
comes from a stable and 
caring relationship.”  
When he fi nished the 
most remarkable thing 

happened. To a person 
every one of the 400 
people in that room rose to 
their feet and applauded. 
Th ink that attitudes in this 
country haven’t begun to 
change aft er 6 and a half 
spiteful years of George W. 
Bush? ... 

  I’ve used Enid Joff e’s 
“State of the City” report 
several times in my recent 
discussions regarding 
the robust spending of 
our city government. But 
there is something else 
there I wanted to mention, 
something that I found 
amusing. She quotes from 
what is probably one of 
the most misunderstood 
songs ever, John Lennon’s 
“Imagine.” Enid’s version: 
“You may say that I’m 
a dreamer/But I’m not 
the only one/I hope 
someday you’ll join us/
And Sierra Madre can live 
as one.” Hippy dippy and 
harmless, right? But how 
many of you realize that 
when John Lennon wrote 
this song his intent was to 
promote what he believed 
were the healing powers 
of one world government 
and atheism? Written at 
the height of the Vietnam 
era, “Imagine” was meant 
in part to be a broadside 
against the religious 
community here in 
America, people Lennon 
felt were somewhat 
responsible for that 
unpopular war. Consider 
this passage: “Imagine 
there’s no countries/It isn’t 
hard to do/Nothing to kill 
or die for/And no religion 
too.” Politicians need to 
understand what it is they 
are quoting from ... 

And from the 
Schaudenfruede Desk
comes the following: Failed 
Local Pornographer
 Jim Snider Reduced 
To Seeking Underwear 
Models.” Downtown 
barfl y and chronic 
uninvited party guest, Jim 
Snider recently set out to 
establish Sierra Madre’s 
fi rst ever porn site. Th ings 
did not go as planned 
as few women proved 
amenable to his off er of 
$100 stipends in exchange 
for appearances in fi lmed 
sex scenes. A development 
that has seemingly left  Mr. 
Snider with no choice but 
to abandon his dreams of 
XXX infamy. However, it 
would appear that Jimmy 
has not completely given 
up on his quest. Currently 
posted on his Cumquat 
site is a plea directed at 
local women to send him 
pictures of themselves, 
dressed in nothing but their 
skivvies. As of this printing 
there is no indication that 
any former Sierra Madre 
mayors will be voicing 
approval for Jimmy’s 
sudden penchant for 
feminine undergarments 
.... Imagine! ... 

You can write me at eric.
maundry@yahoo.com ... 
Cheers!

MountainViews-Observer

Publisher/ Editor
Susan Henderson

City Editor
Dean Lee 

Photography
Buddy Windsor

Jacqueline Truong

Contributors
Kyle McClure
Pat Birdsall
Bob Eklund

Madeline Miller
Paul the Cyberian
Kim Clymer-Kelly

Peter Dills 
Pat Ostrye

Rich Johnson
Chris Bertrand
Virginia Hoge

Caroline Brown 
Sir Eric Maundry

Stanley  J. Forrester

Student Correspondents
Pasadena High School 
Alverno High School 

Oak Crest Institute of Science
Grace Persico
Trisha Collins

Editorial Cartoonist
Ann Cleaves

Web Master
Gary Miller 

For Advertising Inquiries 
contact:

JULIE PUTERBAUGH
626-836-6524

MASTROMEDIA INC.
626-799-7129

MVN (Mountain Views) now known 
as MountainViews-Observer has  

been adjudicated as a newspaper of 
General Circulation for the County 

of Los Angeles in Court Case number 
GS004724:  for the City of Sierra 

Madre; in Court Case GS005940 and 
for the City of Monrovia in Court Case 
No. GS006989 and is published every 
Friday at 37 Auburn Avenue, Suite 8, 
Sierra Madre, California, 91024.  All 

contents are copyrighted and may not 
be reproduced without the express 

written consent of the publisher.  All 
rights reserved.  All submissions to this 
newspaper become the property of the 
MountainViews-Observer and may be 
published in part or whole.  Opinions 

and views expressed by the writers 
printed in this paper do not necessarily 
express the views and opinions of the 

publisher or staff  of the MountainViews-
Observer.  MountainViews-Observer 
is wholly owned by Grace Lorraine 

Publications, Inc. and reserves the right 
to refuse publication of advertisements 

and other materials submitted for 
publication. 

All letters to the editor 
andorrespondence should be sent to:  

MountainViews - Observer
280 W. Sierra Madre Bl.  #327

Sierra Madre, Ca.  91024
Phone: 626-355-2737
Fax: 626-604-4548

email:  mvobserver@aol.com

O P I N I O N

Mountain Views-Observer
 Mission Statement

We honor the traditions of 
the community newspaper 
and place our readers 
above all other concerns.
We deliver local, state and 
national news every week.   
We support a prosperous 
community of well-
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Around The Town 
With Sir Eric Maundry

Lost – (adj.):  
obscured or 
o v e r l o o k e d 
during a process 
or activity; space 
– (n): a period of 
time 

  I imagine that during your lifetime, there 
have been numerous occasions when 
your ordinary existence has been turned 
upside down. Sometimes it was for the 
good and sometimes it was for the bad. 
Regardless of what the reason, a wedding, 
a funeral, work problems, fi nancial 
problems, a really bad hangover, one of 
the consequences is that we become a 
little disoriented, or as my grandfather 
used to say, ‘discombobulated*’.     In that 
state, we don’t function well. We tend to 
walk around disconnected from reality, 
which oft en causes problems for others.
  In case you’re wondering where I am 
going with this, you may be surprised.   
No, I am not speaking of myself, 
although stress and transitions have 
made me a little air headed of late.  And 
no, I am not focusing on any politician, 
elected offi  cial or activist.  Th is column is 
directed towards those ordinary people 
with ordinary lives who get so distracted 
that they lose their way.
  Yesterday, on two diff erent occasions, 
we encountered people who actually put 
their lives in danger because they were 
hopelessly lost in their conversations or 
thoughts.  Whatever they were lost in, 
they almost got found by an ambulance.  
And, what made their behavior so 
disturbing is that each was with a child 
and each put that child at risk because of 
being so obviously ‘lost’.
  Th irty years ago, when traveling and 
working in Africa, I noticed in the rural 
areas that there was still a big fear of 
motor vehicles.  Many indigenous people 
wouldn’t walk near a car that had its 
engine running and others would wait 
until the vehicle was out of sight before 
they attempted to cross the same road.  Of 
course, Americans and Europeans who 
observed such behavior didn’t always 
understand and were sometimes critical.  
What the natives did understand, and 
what we seemed to have forgotten, is 
that motorized vehicles can kill. 
  Fast forward to 2007.  Despite the 
constant news reports of car accidents 
and mishaps, for the most part we don’t 
pay attention to vehicles in our immediate 
surroundings and we certainly forget 
that one wrong move could mean the 
end of our lives, even in parking lots.  
  In the fi rst incident, a clearly excited 
adult (we shall assume it was mom) 
had her teenage son with her in a coff ee 
shop.  She introduced the young man 
to an adult male – probably a coach or 
a teacher and they began conversing.  
Th ey were in front of us in line and soon 
forgotten.  Th at is, until we got into our 
vehicle.  Th ere  the three of them were 
standing between two parked cars, facing 
ours with their backs to the other vehicle.  
Aft er we buckled up in our vehicle we 
waited a moment for them to move so 
we could start the car.  Th ey looked up 
and kept talking.  Now, I’m not talking 
about a lot of space between them and 
the cars.  Th e sensors on our car were 
going bananas.    Th e rapid beeping of the 
sensor was screaming, ‘don’t move there 

is something in front of you’.  When we 
fi nally got their attention, they appeared 
annoyed that we had interrupted their 
conversation.  I don’t think this woman 
was saying, ‘go ahead start your car and if 
it lunges forward or you make a mistake 
and drive forward and run me and my 
boy over, it’s okay because we don’t want 
to stop talking.’ I don’t think that’s what 
she was saying.  (By the way, the car that 
she had her back to was not either of 
theirs and she never noticed what that 
other driver was doing.)
  But that wasn’t the worst incident of all.  
Several hours later the entire family was 
in the car with my 16 year old driving.  
When we came out of the grocery 
store, we got into the car (by the way – 
considering this paper’s chart a few weeks 
ago about what we drive in Sierra Madre 
I am ashamed to say that the car we were 
driving is an SUV).  Anyway, aft er all of 
the required safety checks, he begins to 
slowly back out when we hear this angry 
voice say “Excuse me, can’t you see us?”.  
Of course he stopped immediately and 
to all of our surprise, there was a woman 
with a child that could not have been 
more than 4 years old, and a cart full of 
groceries.  She apparently had walked 
behind our car and stood between her 
vehicle and ours.   Now I can tell you, 
this woman was no where in sight when 
we got into the car, nor was she visible 
when we started to back up.  How do I 
know?  Well, no one who was sitting in 
that car trusts any 16 year old’s driving 
enough to just sit back and ride.  We all 
were looking out for him.  
  What apparently happened is that the 
woman (assumed to be the mother) just 
walked behind the car, not looking to 
see what was going on, not considering 
that she may have been in the car’s blind 
spot and really not considering her and 
her child’s safety.  For, even if she was so 
preoccupied that she didn’t notice people 
sitting in the car in 100 degree heat, 
even if she didn’t notice the brake lights 
on, even if she didn’t hear the 500 liter 
engine, surely when she walked between 
her car and ours, she must have noticed 
the young man behind the wheel.  But, 
she was so absorbed in her own world 
that it was only when she opened her car 
door that she noticed anything.
  No one got hurt in either incident, but 
that is not the point.  Th e point is that 
we are oft en so absorbed with life and its 
challenges, that most of us are walking 
around ‘lost in space’.  We go through 
the motions of our day-to-day activities 
and really aren’t “there”.  We literally 
walk into traffi  c, and engage in a lot of 
other potentially deadly behavior.  Th at’s 
scary.  What if the drivers of the vehicles 
mentioned here were also walking in 
space?  Th e outcome would certainly 
have been diff erent.
   We can’t become so obsessed with getting 
to our destination, worrying about what 
is waiting for us and fantasizing about 
what’s going to be, that we forget to pay 
attention to what is going on now.  We 
must learn to live ‘in the moment’ as it 
relates to paying attention at all times.  
Walking around ‘lost in space’ doesn’t 
work on the planet earth.  Will Rogers 
won’t be there to save us.
* discombobulated - a transitive verb that 
means confused or upset

Lost In Space
By Susan Henderson

TOBIA from page 6 
to work to get a pay check.  We are even 
required to go to the DMV for licenses.
  Fourth, parents are not required for the 
behaviors of their children.  We have dress 
codes for work, restaurants, and other public 
places, yet, some parents allow their children 
to go to school in gang clothes with weapons, 
without textbooks and supplies, and without 
feeding them in the morning.  
  Fift h, parents are not required to guarantee 
that their children read and write at home to 
master the English language.  Despite all of 
our eff orts to accommodate new immigrants, 
the biggest anchor holding down people 
from progressing within our society rests 

with their inability to mainstream. Parents 
must require their children to read and 
write at home if they are to succeed. My 
father did not speak the English language 
until he was fi ve years old, yet his parents 
made him master the English language and 
he eventually graduated college and instilled 
the discipline of mastering the English 
language with his six children.
  In My Opinion, it is time to stop the narrow 
path of blaming teachers for the failures of 
parents. Hopefully, the Pasadena School 
Board will rise above the rhetoric and ask 
and demand accountability from parents 
before they seek accountability from all 
others.
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City of Sierra Madre
COURTESY NOTICE

To:  Property Owners within a 300-foot radius
From:  The City of Sierra Madre
Subject: CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 07-07 (375 DEODAR CIRCLE)
Applicant: Jimmy Chiu
  375 Deodar Circle
  Sierra Madre, CA 91024
 
The City of Sierra Madre gives notice, pursuant to State of California law, that the Planning  
Commission will conduct a public hearing to construct a second floor addition at 365 Deodar Circle.  The 
existing residence measures approximately 3,510 square feet and the second floor addition will measure 
approximately 1,008 square feet, for a total of  4,518 square feet.  Pursuant to Section 17.20.135.A of  the 
Sierra Municipal Code, new construction and additions onto existing structures where the gross floor area 
of  all structures is greater than four thousand square feet, approval of  a Conditional Use Permit by the 
Planning Commission shall be required.  

DATE AND TIME OF MEETING   PLACE OF MEETING
City of Sierra Madre     City of Sierra Madre
Planning Commission meeting    City Council Chambers
Thursday, September 6th, 2007    232 W. Sierra Madre Blvd.
(meeting begins at 7:00 p.m.)    Sierra Madre, CA  91024

All interested persons may attend this meeting and the Planning Commission will hear them with 
respect thereto.

PROJECT LOCATION:  375 Deodar Circle is in the City of Sierra Madre, County of Los Angeles, 
State of California.

APPEAL: The decision of the Planning Commission is subject to a 10-day appeal period to the City 
Council.  If in the future anyone wishes to challenge the decision of the Planning Commission in court, 
one may be limited to raising issues that were raised or presented in written correspondence delivered 
to the Planning Commission at, or before, the scheduled public hearing.  For further information on this 
subject, please contact the Development Services Department at (626) 355-7135.

By Order of the Planning Commission,
Anne McIntosh
Interim Director of Development Services

  City of Sierra Madre
COURTESY NOTICE

To:  Property Owners within a 300 foot radius
From:  The City of Sierra Madre
Subject: Tentative Parcel Map 07-02 (115 & 125 Lowell Avenue)
Applicant: James Coane
  30 N Raymond Ave, #611
  Pasadena, CA  91103
  

The City of Sierra Madre gives notice, pursuant to State of California law, that the 
Planning Commission will conduct a public hearing to consider a request for Parcel 
Map 07-02 at 115 & 125 Lowell Avenue.  The proposed Parcel Map would create 
a total of three lots (measuring approximately 8700, 8845, and 10,092 square feet) 
from two existing lots (measuring approximately 13,335 and 14,284 square feet).

DATE AND TIME OF MEETING   PLACE OF MEETING
City of Sierra Madre     City of Sierra Madre
Planning Commission meeting    City Council Chambers
Thursday, September 6, 2007    232 W. Sierra Madre Blvd.
(Meeting begins at 7:00 p.m.)    Sierra Madre, CA  91024

All interested persons may attend this meeting and the Planning Commission will hear them with 
respect thereto.

PROJECT LOCATION:  115 & 125 Lowell Avenue Avenue; in the City of Sierra Madre, County of 
Los Angeles, State of California.

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: The project qualifies for a Class 15 Categorical 
Exemption, pursuant to Section 15315 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).   

APPEAL:  The decision of the Planning Commission is subject to a 14-day appeal period to the City 
Council.  If in the future anyone wishes to challenge the decision of the Planning Commission in court, 
one may be limited to raising issues that were raised or presented in written correspondence delivered 
to the Planning Commission at, or before, the scheduled public hearing.  For further information on this 
subject, please contact the Development Services Department at (626) 355-7135.  

By Order of the Planning Commission

Anne Browning McIntosh, AICP
Interim Director of Development Services

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF: 
JOHN J. NORRIS 
CASE NO. BP106180
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested in the WILL or estate, or 
both of JOHN J. NORRIS.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by SAMUEL R. NORRIS in the Superior Court of California, County of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that SAMUEL R. NORRIS be appointed as personal representative to administer the 
estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the estate under the Independent Administration of Estates Act. (This authority 
will allow the personal representative to take many actions without obtaining court approval. Before taking certain very important 
actions, however, the personal representative will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived notice 
or consented to the proposed action.) The independent administration authority will be granted unless an interested person files an 
objection to the petition and shows good cause why the court should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held on 09/17/07 at 8:30AM in Dept. 9 located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS ANGELES, CA 90012
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing and state your objections or file written objections 
with the court before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the deceased, you must file your claim with the court and mail a copy to the 
personal representative appointed by the court within four months from the date of first issuance of letters as provided in Probate 
Code section 9100. The time for filing claims will not expire before four months from the hearing date noticed above.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account as provided in 
Probate Code Section 1250. A Request for Special Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
MICHAEL R. AUGUSTINE
AUGUSTINE & SEYMOUR
741 S. GARFIELD AVE.
ALHAMBRA, CA 91801
8/30, 9/6, 9/13/07
CNS-1186167#

LEGAL  NOTICES
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Great Full and P/T Opportunities Available 
With The MountainViews-Observer.

Currently looking for the following:

 Sales Persons 

 Production Assistant
 Reporters

Call 626-355-2737 or send your resume 
including salary requirements to:

mvobserver@aol.com

MMMM.. . MOVIES. . . MONEY!

ENTER TO WIN A 
$5 GOURMET COFFEE GIFT

CARD!
7 gift cards awarded 

daily for 70 days.

GET $70!
Open a Checking Account 

with Direct Deposit...or
take out a Vehicle Loan, 

Home Equity Loan, or 
Home Equity Line of Credit.

GET A PAIR OF 
MOVIE TICKETS!

Open a VISA Account or transfer 
$1,000 from another card.

MEMBERSHIP HAS 
ITS PERKS

ANNIVERSARY

www.lafinancial.org • 800.894.1200
Pasadena • Norwalk • Los Angeles

Life Just Got Better!™

Yes!  YOU can be a member if you live or work in L.A. County.
For complete details on this promotion, please visit us online or give us a call.

For a limited time only.  Promotion expires October 15, 2007.

Celebrate Our 70th!
70 Wonderful Years. 70 Winning Days.

NCUA



MountainViews-Observer    280 W. Sierra Madre Blvd.  #327  Sierra Madre, Ca.  91024   Offi ce:  626.355.2737  Fax:  626.604.4548    www.mvobserver.com

MountainViews-Observer |  August 25 - August 31, 2007

Learning The 
Ropes
By Ken Gruberman, 

Dear Tech Daddy,

 Why do all these computer  
geeks  talk down to 
me? I tried some “live” 
lessons and felt stupid 
the second I walked in 
the door of the workshop. 
And community college 
courses are too drawn-out 
and dated, which makes 
me lose interest. I know 
how to go online: is there 
a good place I can take 
basic lessons on the web? 
— Agitated in Altadena

Dear Agitated,
  Computer geeks talk 
down to you because they 
typically have no social 
skills… or a life. If you 
can get online, as you say, 
the Internet can provide 
a wealth of free lessons 
and support, and you 
can take all the time you 
need. No one will insult 
your intelligence or raid 
your wallet!

  For Windows users, 
you can start with 
Microsoft ’s own step-
by-step illustrated 
documentation for 

Windows XP: http://
t i n y u r l . c o m / q q v u e 
and then click on the 
subheading you want, 
such as “Windows Basics” 
or “Core Windows 
Tasks.” You’ll fi nd this list 
of topics on the left  side 
of the page. 

  If you fi nd that too 
intimidating, you 
might want to try “Jan’s 
Illustrated Computer 
Literacy 101” — it’s very 
easy to understand and 
best of all, free! Lessons 
are included for Windows 
95, 98 and XP at http://
tinyurl.com/2zglu5 and 
each lesson takes about a 
half-hour to complete.

  Users of Windows Vista, 
Microsoft ’s latest version 
of the Windows operating 
system, can learn more 
about it — plus pick 
up some valuable tips 
— by visiting the Vista 
overview site at http://
tinyurl.com/2wu9cy and 
then clicking on various 
subjects. Also of interest 
is the “Using Windows 
Vista – Th e Step By Step 
Guide” site at http://
tinyurl.com/yrycta which 
features a photograph-
based tutorial.

  For Mac users, Apple 
provides the “Learning 
Center” for subscribers 
to its .Mac service. It may 
be the best reason yet to 
subscribe. Interactive 
lessons, complete with 
voice narration and 
movies, cover topics such 
as how to use the Mac 

OS and the various iLife 
applications, including 
the just-released iLife 08. 
Check out http://www.
apple.com/dotmac for 
more details.

 For non-subscribers, 
Apple off ers their own 
“Mac 101” page at http://
tinyurl.com/267qvk that 
covers a wide variety 
of topics in an easy to 
understand format.

  Finally, there’s nothing 
like a book to give you 
the answers you seek, and 
there’s none better than 
the “Missing Manual” 
series from O’Reilly / 
Pogue Press. As they say 
on the cover, they are 
“Th e book that should 
have been in the box.” 
Most of the books are 
encyclopedic in nature, 
and are crammed with 
easy to understand 
information and tips. You 
can fi nd them on topics 
such as the Windows and 
Mac OS, Microsoft  Offi  ce, 
Photoshop, Internet and 
Email soft ware and more. 
You can fi nd them in most 
major bookstores and, of 
course, on Amazon.com.

If you have questions about 
personal technology, 
please email them to me 
at ken@thetechdaddy.com 
and be sure to put “Tech 
Question” (without the 
quotes) in the subject line 
of your email.
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Technology     Science      Business   

TechKnowledge

Tech Daddy

WorkForce 
with Madeline

EAST PASADENA 
SHADE CO.

CUSTOM WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

  DRAPERIES
  MINI-BLINDS
  ROMAN SHADES
  WOOD BLINDS

626-793-9101
WE MOVED

2548 E. Colorado Blvd.
Pasadena, CA 91107

SINCE 1965

 

Foothill
Computer  Services

20+ years in Sierra Madre
PC Computer Repairs 

& Electronics Consulting

Dave Felt   355-8315

Pros  To Know

Q: My question refers to your response to the young 
female employee whose older female boss calls her 
“honey.” You suggested that since the employee really likes her supervisor, simply 
to tell her once or twice that she wants to be called by her fi rst name, and if the use 
of “honey” continues, just to let it go. What would you recommend if the situation 
were between a female worker and a male manager? Let’s assume that the employee 
loves her job and her boss is a great coach and mentor but she is so bothered by this 
that it is interfering with her work. 

A: I like to think this would not happen. Managers are very well aware of all aspects 
of sexual harassment and certainly would not want to be involved in a lawsuit. 
According to Equal Rights Advocates, a California based organization, sexual 
harassment is “unwelcome verbal, visual, or physical conduct of a sexual nature 
that is severe or pervasive and aff ects working conditions or creates a hostile work 
environment.” Many companies orient associates at all levels on such issues.

Although in the realm of what a sexual harassment situation could be, the use 
of “honey” is generally not a major off ense, the worker should nevertheless insist 
on changes if this bothers her. I personally think such words used especially by a 
male boss when addressing a female team member are condescending and should 
defi nitely be eliminated.

Th e employee needs to tell her boss once, twice, three times that she feels 
uncomfortable with his terminology and wants to be called by her fi rst name. If her 
preference does not become fi rmly ingrained, she might say in a light-hearted way 
that she’s going to tell the boss’s wife or girlfriend about these words of aff ection or 
that she’s going to have to consult her lawyer. 

I feel certain that the boss will get the message and will not be insulted or attempt 
to implement a reversal in an otherwise excellent supervisor/employee relationship. 

Madeline Miller is owner/manager of Compu-Type Résumé Service. She would 
love to hear from you with questions at comptype2@aol.com. Her website is 
computype.bizland.com.
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In a 1923 poem called 
“Th e Star-Splitter,” Robert 
Frost writes, 

“Th e best thing that we’re 
put here for’s to see;
Th e strongest thing that’s 
given us to see with’s
A telescope.  Someone in 
every town
Seems to me owes it to the 
town to keep one…”

  Frost would have been 
pleased with what’s 
happening in Monrovia.  
As reported in this 
newspaper’s August 4–9 
edition (page 7), Monrovia 
High School (MHS) is 
the proud recipient of a 
Meade 12-inch LX 200 
RC telescope, complete 
with high-end accessories.  
MHS is one of the very 
few secondary schools to 
have its own observatory 
dome, which was installed 
in the school’s roof some 
25 years ago. Clyde 
Tichenor, a founding 
member and past 
president of the Mount 
Wilson Observatory 
Association, designed the 
dome and, together with 
MHS physics teacher 
Jim Glaser, oversaw the 
installation of the school’s 
fi rst telescope—a Cave 8-
inch Newtonian refl ector.

  Over the years, with 
changes in school 
personnel aft er Glaser’s 
retirement, the school’s 
astronomy program 
faltered and the dome 
fell into disuse.  When 
astronomy again began to 
be taught at MHS, teacher 
Pamela Gonzales found 
the telescope in storage 
and the dome “waist-deep 
in trash,” as she recalls. 
Last year a local Boy Scout 
volunteered to clean up 
the dome for his Eagle 
Scout project, the 8-inch 
telescope was re-installed, 
and by spring of this year 
the MHS observatory was 
again functional. 

  Th e observatory was 
offi  cially rededicated at 
an April 2007 “Second 
Light” public ceremony. 
(Th e term “First Light” 
is typically used by 
astronomers to describe 
an observatory’s initial 
opening, so “Second 
Light” implies a 
reopening.)  One of those 
who read the newspaper 
account of this event was 
Juan Escaño, producer 
of a home improvement 
show series at Dream 
Space Productions.  
Escaño was working on a 
home renovation project 
in Monrovia just a few 
blocks from MHS, and 
conceived the idea of a 
school-based program 
that would complement 
his organization’s home 
renovation eff orts.  He 
arranged for donation of 
the 12-inch telescope—
plus a high-end camera, 
other accessories, and 
dome improvements—as 
the inauguration of what 
he hopes will continue 
as a long-range project 
of community (and 
regional) cooperation 
with the school.

  “When I read about the 
April rededication event, 
I sat down and gave 
some serious thought 
to the question of what 
we could leave behind 
in that observatory that 
would not only impact 

the students, but would 
give Monrovia a ‘legacy 
project’ that could attract 
astronomers, researchers, 
and enthusiasts from 
all over the area,” says 
Escaño.  Th is “legacy,” he 
hopes, will be a facility that 
“may not be the largest 
high-school observatory 
anywhere, but will be the 
best equipped and most 
effi  cient, giving its users 
the most choices.”

  What those choices are 
will be spelled out more 
in a future column, timed 
to coincide with an Open 
House next month to 
celebrate the installation 
of the new telescope in 
its dome.  For starters, 
one brand-new capability 
that Gonzales plans to 
give her astronomy class 
this fall will be remote, 
hands-on operation of 
one of the Goldstone 
radio telescopes by MHS 
students during class 
hours.  Don’t you wish 
you were back in high 
school now?

  For more information on 
how you can participate, 
including the MHS 
“Observatory Wish List,” 
see Escaño’s web site, 
www.DeCasaAHogar.tv, 
or call (908) 489-9278.
For more on the school’s 
astronomy program, 
contact Pamela Gonzales 
at PGonzales@monrovia.
k12.ca.us.

A TOTAL ECLIPSE OF 
THE MOON.  
  If you’re willing to get 
out of bed and look out 
your window around 
3:30 a.m. on Tuesday 
morning, August 28, 
you’ll be rewarded by the 
sight of a moon you won’t 
soon forget. During the 
night of August 27–28, 
there’ll be a total eclipse 
of the moon—a time 
when the full moon’s light 
is temporarily blocked by 
the earth’s shadow.  Th e 
darkened moon will be 
in the southwest, 31º up 
from the horizon, at mid-
eclipse—3:27 a.m.

  Th is is a rare event, and 
one not to be missed.  
Unlike a solar eclipse, 
where totality only lasts 
for minutes, a lunar 
eclipse is a slow, hours-
long event.  As the bright 
full moon gradually 
moves into the earth’s 
shadow, it oft en takes on 
a dark reddish shade—
red because any sunlight 
that does reach the moon 
is fi ltered through the 
earth’s atmosphere, which 
absorbs the blue light and 
allows the red to pass 
through.
Here are the times (PDT) 
for the main events of the 
eclipse:

Partial eclipse begins 
1:51 a.m.
Total eclipse begins 
2:52 a.m.
Maximum eclipse 
3:27 a.m.
Total eclipse ends 
4:23 a.m.
Dawn 
4:56 a.m.
Partial eclipse ends 
5:24 a.m.
Sunrise 
6:24 a.m. 
Moonset 
6:35 a.m.
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With Kyle McClure

Looking Up

Stars Shine 
on Monrovia
(and the Moon 
Unshines 
Everywhere)

With Bob Eklund

Photo by Jean Boenish

Mr. Ellie Pooh
  Right.  So, there is no escaping poop jokes.  Th at is 
what I have fi gured out.  Just when you think you are 
ready to leave them “behind” or to “let them go” (see, 
because you are thirty years old and it is kind of sad 
and pathetic, this fi xation on scatological humor) that 
is when your mother-in-law discovers a certain kind 
of paper that is manufactured in Sri Lanka.  She saw it 
on the “Th e View,” which is a really popular television 
show aimed directly at the hot-fl ashing, morning free-
time, disposable income demographic (which defi nitely 
does not Not NOT include your mother-in-law.  Unless 
she wants it to.  Th en… OK).  Your mother-in-law is 
generous.  She has a sense of humor and enjoys saving 
planet earth, so she buys you some of this paper.  You 
are completely blown away.  It is the best paper you 
have ever owned, seen, heard about or imagined.  It is 
made out of elephant poop.    
 
  Apparently, there is recycled paper.  And then there 
is recycled paper.  It is called Mr. Ellie Pooh Paper, and 
it comes with quite a bit of information.  Th is is not 
surprising because (did I mention this?) it is made out 
of poop.  And, ignorant people may be hesitant to pay 
money for elephant poop that they are supposed to 
use to jot down phone messages or to decorate their 
scrapbooks.  Th e “product” comes with a whole page 
on the plight of the Sri Lankan elephant, and the role 
of Mr. Ellie Pooh in alleviating elephant strife.  Also, 
there is a small card that illustrates the paper-making 
process.  It has a silhouette picture of an elephant sitting 
on a toilet.  And another of a bubbling pot of dung 
(“boil and sanitize!”).  Th e result is “clean, odorless, 
eco-friendly, acid free paper.”  It is 75 percent former 
elephant poop and 25 percent other stuff  like rosin and 
alum and dyes.  Nothing toxic.  Th e paper does look 
pretty nice.  And I have to admit that my hands smell 
no worse than usual.

  Apparently, there is a problem with elephants in Sri 
Lanka.  In Southern California, we have raccoons and 
rats and skunks that eat our cat food and throw rocks 
at our windows and tag gang graffi  ti on our trash cans.  
We also have feral parrots that eat the apples from our 
trees and steal our lunch money.  In Sri Lanka they 
have poor television cable options and spotty internet 
access.  Th ey also have gigantuous land mammals with 
hoses growing from the front of their faces and large 
white spikes protruding from their mouths (!!) that eat 
all of their crops and make 500 pounds of dung per 
day.  You can see how it would be problematic to have 
a herd of these guys hanging out in your subsistence 
farm backyard.  You might even take drastic measures.  
You might kill them.  

 Th is is where Mr. Ellie Pooh (whose real name is 
Karl) comes in.  To help resolve the “human-elephant” 
confl ict in Sri Lanka, he came up with this way to turn 
the elephants and their by-product into a valuable 
economic resource.  Here is what he says, “Since an 
elephant’s diet is all vegetarian, the waste product 
is basically raw cellulose.  Th oroughly cleaned and 
processed, the cellulose is converted into a uniquely 
beautiful textured product.”… umm that would be 
paper.  

  Th ere are lots of diff erent kinds.  Check them out at   
mrelliepooh.com.  You can choose from wire bound 
notebooks, stationary, cardstock in many diff erent 
colors, and “to do” pads.  You can even have your 
business cards printed on “pachyderm paper,” which 
would make a real nice impression on your potential 
clients.  

  Citizen of the fi rst world, you have many choices when 
it comes to saving planet earth.  Th ere are light bulbs 
and hybrid gas-electric vehicles you can purchase.  You 
can walk or hitchhike or carpool, drink tap water, avoid 
meat, buy organic, set your thermostat to 84 degrees or 
use your shirtsleeve instead of a Kleenex.  But, really, 
is there anything more fantastic than using recycled 
elephant poop for paper?  According to the website, 
it is “100% recycled, 75% pooh, and 100% fun.”  Go 
ahead, try and argue with those statistics.  

  

Th e End.  (Sorry).           

If you want to learn more about Mr. Pooh, go to:
www.mrelliepooh.com

“Google: Earth and Sky”
By Paul the Cyberian

  Astronomers of all stripes received yet another tool to add to their stargazing repertoire. Google has just released 
an add-on to their Google Earth product that allows star trekkers to extend the reach of their computer desktops 
to the very stars themselves.

  Google Sky allows armchair stargazers to browse through 100 million stars and 200 million galaxies. Th is program 
is a wonderfully-constructed, visual intergalactic playground that lets users interact with the countless wonders of 
the night sky – all from the comfort of their keyboards.

  Th e program(s) (Google Earth and Google Sky) are available for download at http://earth.google.com/. Aft er 
downloading and installing both programs, the user must launch the Google Earth program and select ‘Switch to 
Sky’ under the ‘View’ menu item. Th is will toggle 
your view between the default “Earth View” and 
the newly installed “Sky View”. Th e program is 
divided into layers (Constellations, Backyard 
Astronomy, Hubble Showcase, Th e Moon, Th e 
Planets, Life of a Star and a Users Guide to the 
Galaxy) that allow the user to select the focus of 
their particular area of interest. Aft er selecting a 
particular layer, the highlights of that selection 
are indicated on the view screen, and further 
information can be obtained by double-clicking 
on any object in range. 

  Th ose already familiar with the Google Earth 
product will fi nd that this special add-on off ers 
the same ease of navigation and the ‘Superman’ travel-motion graphics. Th ose two features combined with the 
spectacular views provided by Hubble Space Telescope photography combine to make this a product worth 
exploring.

Image Courtesy of Google Earth

Goats Provide a Greener 
Solution for Foothill Fire 
Hazards
By Teresa Baxter

  Th e role of goats as biological control agents has 
become increasingly popular due to environmental 
concerns and elevated costs of other methods not 
considered earth-friendly, such as mechanical cutting 
and herbicide application. Most recently, Duarte has 
joined the City of Monrovia in utilizing this greener 
way to land management and elimination of potential 
fuel for hazardous hill fi res. Th e use of goats to clear 
slopes of tinder dry material in the four areas of the 
Duarte foothills has been implemented.     
  
  “Some of these areas have not been cleared or burned 
in 25 years,” said Duarte City Manager, Darrell George. 
“Our goal is to stop the spread and reduce the overall 
amount of brush in and around homes adjacent to open 
space areas of our community.” In the past, the foothill 
communities have primarily relied on the use of non-

green means to clear and maintain fi re breaks.  It seemed 
to be a natural progression to utilize a more economical 
method. Rancho Tivo Boer Goats has promised not to 
exceed the $9,900 budgeted by the foothill community 
to eradicate the potential problem. 

  In hindsight, the citizens of Echo Park and the 
Hollywood Hills have initiated a petition pleading for 
goat grazing to prevent future devastation aft er a blaze 
that made national headlines this last May, sparked 
when tourist teenagers playing with fi re almost 
eliminated the iconic Griffi  th Park. Th e petition states, 
“ We, the undersigned, demand that the City of Los 
Angeles and the L.A. Department of Recreation and 
Parks respond to this continued threat by bringing 
in…goats to graze on the dry hills, a plan previously 
implemented with great success by UC Berkeley in the 
aft ermath of that community’s devastating 1991 fi re. 
Goats are economical, ecological fi re-fi ghting machines 
that produce fertilizer as they clear hills and canyons 
of weeds, poison oak and dry chaparral. Additionally, 
the animals are charming, newsworthy ambassadors 
for fi re safety, a subject that needs to be more widely 
discussed. We want to save our parks and mountains. 
We want goats!” 
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Hurry for Some Curry
  What comes to mind when you think about Japanese 
food? If you’re like me, Sushi and Tempura come to 
mind. Wel,l did you know that ‘curry’ is actually the 
‘Comfort Food’ of Japan?

  I found a restaurant that off ers Japanese ‘Comfort 
Food’ right here in the southland. Hurry Curry started 
in Jakarta Indonesia and has opened a location in Old 
Pasadena. It is one of my favorite restaurants to dine 
at. Why? It is relatively cheap, it is clean and the food is 
above average and out of the ordinary.  

  Hurry Curry was given an impressive 9.3 by citysearch.
com. and is a favorite of yelpers.
When I go to an ethnic restaurant I am always comforted 
that I am in the right place when I see natives at the 
restaurant.

  What to order at Hurry Curry? A must is the Fried 
Chicken ($5.75) - it’s my favorite and is served with 
a chicken dressing on the side. I could eat these non-
stop!! Some additional suggestions are the Fried 
Shrimp Curry with Spinach ($9.50), the Japanese staple 
Chicken Curry ($8.50) and the very colorful Tarako Ika 
($8.95). Also a must is the Lobster Bisque - one of the 
better soups that I have had anywhere - this must come 
from the owners’ origins in the seafood industry.

 Th e restaurant has a happy hour from 3 PM to 6 PM 
where there are Sake Martinis for $2, $2 appetizers and 
$2 beer. If you are a beer drinker, like I am, this a good 
deal. Something unique here is that they have curb-
side to-go service available.

Th ere is no sushi on the menu just heart warming and 
fi lling ‘Comfort Food’.

Plus:  Low prices, happy hour, usually immediate 
seating.

Minus:  Parking is a hassle and the Pomegranate 
Martini is out of season – next time

Hurry Curry
37 S. Fair Oaks Pasadena 

Call (626) 792-8474

B&W plus Sake
Lunch and Dinner

Another Chef Knows discovery  Th ree Stars

As always log on to their web site to make sure prices 
and hours are correct www.hurrycurry.com
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TABLE  FOR TWO by PETER DILLS  

ENJOY SUMMERTIME’S
SIPPABLE SHERRIES

  Well, maybe it isn’t technically a table wine, but Sherry 
is made from grape juice (in this case the Palomino 
Fino grape ) that has been fortifi ed with wine alcohol.
 
  It seems to me that a wine is a wine is a wine, and 
Sherry, although it tastes diff erently, has a lot in 
common with what we regularly refer to as table wine. 
But really who cares how it is categorized?
 
  Sherries from Spain are wonderful, unduplicated 
by others, (even though many have tried) and make 
great summertime sipping and they are extremely food 
friendly. If you haven’t had a glass of Spanish Sherry 
lately, now is the time to get reacquainted.
 
  Spain also makes some excellent sweet sherries. Th ese 
dessert wines certainly deserve some attention, but for 
summertime fun, its dry sherry that really fi ts the bill.
 
  Th e best summer Sherry choices are those that are 
thirst quenching, all by them selves, as well as being 
compatible with light summer fare. Sherries are a 
perfect match with cold baked ham, cold sausages, 
hard cheeses, crusty breads and Mediterranean olives.
 
  Th ere are fundamentally only two types fi no, and 
oloroso, the diff erence being the level of alcohol in 
each one. 
 
  Th e Oloroso sherries are deep gold to deep brown 
in color with aromas and fl avors rich in nutty-raisiny 
characteristics. Th ey are usually more expensive, as 
they are aged longer than other sherries.
 
  Th e fi no sherries are pale, delicate, very tangy and 
considered by many to be the worlds fi nest sherry. 
Finos are at their best consumed young, and freshness 
is the key to a great sherry. If they sit too long on a wine 
shop shelf, they will lose that fresh quality for which 
they are famous. Once you have opened a bottle of 
Fino, keep the recorked bottle in the refrigerator and 
consume it within a week.
 
  Th ere are many excellent Finos on the market and your 
wine merchant should be carrying those produced by 
Pedro Domecq, Emilio Lustau, Osborne, Sandeman 
and Gonzalez and Byass.
 
  Finos are also a great substitute for the traditional 
vodka or gin cocktail, Once you have sampled the 
unique taste of a Fino, you will realize why these special 
fortifi ed wines, from southwest Spain, are treasured 
the world over for their special qualities.
 
  We are lucky that there are so many new wine bars in 
our community, as this is the perfect place and time to 
try some diff erent sherries by the glass and compare 
them.
 
Sherries are great drink choices anytime, but no time is 
better than the summertime.
 
Wine quote for the week: 

“I am certain the good Lord never intended perfectly 
good grapes to be made into jelly”

- Fiorella La Guardia
 
Till next week, Good Health and Peace to all,  Salut

Th e Mountain Views-Observer Off ers 
Great Advertising Opportunities For You!  

Aff ordable  Rates!
Call Julie at 626-836-6524
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The Book Reports 

I was reminded of an old joke yesterday. The doctor asks the man why he is banging 
his head into a wall, and the man says, “Because it feels so good when I stop.” 
Yesterday, I had been complaining about a nagging pain in my back to the point 
where I was becoming a “nagging pain” myself. And then....

  While my son has been in Philadelphia, I’ve been taking care of his peach-faced 
lovebird, Walter. His species originated in Southwestern Africa, so hot temps are his 
cup of tea. I leave him outside in a shady spot until he’s ready to retire at about 6:30 
or 7:00. (You know the story about the early bird.) Last night I picked up his cage, 
or as my son prefers to call it, his “house”, to move it into the hobby room where he 
spends the night. The doorway and the width of the cage are about the same, so I 
have to be very careful when I make the move. I don’t know what happened, but I 
missed... I smacked the cage into the doorway very hard and it bounced back hitting 
me on the bridge of my nose. I couldn’t drop Walter, so I carried him safely inside 
while counting stars. My nose hurt so badly it took my mind off whatever else was 
bothering me. I don’t recommend that as a cure for what ails you, however.  

  My son, Chris, picked Walter up this evening to take him back home. My son was 
happy, Walter was happy, I was happy, and boy, were my neighbors happy. A couple 
of them even stood in their driveway waving goodbye to the wee little bird. Why 
were they happy you might ask? Well, I’ll tell you...The lovebird has a sweet little 
face, beautiful green and turquoise feathers capped by a peach-colored hat. But, to 
balance the scales, he has a squawk that could only come from the bowels of hell. 
Picture a mini-version of the wild parrot, and that would be little Walt. I’m sure 
people a block away can hear him.

  My son is going back to Philadelphia for a few days at the end of September. The 
scab on my nose should be healed up by then, and it gives the neighbors plenty of 
time to replenish their supply of earplugs. I never thought I would miss that darned 
hamster that he had....
  
Pat may be reached at:  p.birdsall@mvobserver.com 

   

BIRD’S EYE VIEW
By Pat Birdsall

 
Seeking Stars And A 
Bird Named Walter

Pat Ostrye on.........

Betsy Ross
Scene One, Take One:  DVD Review

Jeff’s Pics

Did Betsy Ross really 
handcraft the original Stars 
and Stripes?!

   Labor Day is coming up, as expected 
on every first Monday of September 
- definitely a day for displaying the 
flag.  Since I have quite a collection of 
booklets and miscellaneous information 
about the flag, here are a few interesting 
but debatable quotes:  First off, “It is 
generally believed that in June of 1776, 
a committee consisting of George 
Washington, Robert Morris and George 
Ross commissioned Betsy Ross, a 
Philadelphia Quakeress, to make a flag 
from a rough design they left with her.  It 
is said that she is the one who suggested 
that the stars should have five points, 
rather than six.”

  Now, it depends upon which historian 
one wants to believe.  Many years ago I 
read in one of my research projects that 
George Washington claimed he had no 
memory of any of it and didn’t know 
Betsy Ross.

  But to continue: “This starry banner 
was first flown at Fort Stanwix, called 
Fort Schuyler at that time, near the city 
of Rome, N.Y. on August 3, 1777, and 
was under fire three days later at the 
Battle of Oriskany, August 6, during a 
British and Indian attack.”

  How about this: “The first official 
salute to the Stars and Striped was given 
in February, 1778, by France, on the 
French coast when the “Ranger”, under 
command of John Paul Jones, was 
saluted by the French fleet.  This flag, 
then carried by the Ranger, was made by 
the young women of Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, from stripes of their best-
colored silk dresses and the white 
wedding dress of a recent bride.”

  This one sounds pretty authentic: “The 
original 13 Stars and Stripes represented 
the original 13 colonies.  In 1795, two 

additional Stars and Stripes were added 
to represent admission to the Union 
of Vermont and Kentucky.  Under this 
banner of 15 Stars and Stripes, was 
fought the Battle of 1812.  It was the 
sight of it flying over Fort McHenry 
on September 14, 1814, that inspired 
Francis Scott Key to write what was 
to become our National Anthem, The 
Star-Spangled Banner.  Miss Margaret 
Young, who cut out the stars for that 
particular banner, became the mother 
of Henry Sanderson, the Grand Exalted 
Ruler of the Order of the Elks, in 
1884.”

  “The Congress, on April 14, 1818, 
adopted a resolution that on and after 
July 14, 1818, the number of stripes 
should be 13 and the blue field should 
carry one star for each of the 20 states 
in the Union and that a new star should 
be added for each state thereafter 
admitted.” 

  “ In July, 1908, the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks provided for 
the annual nationwide observance of 
Flag Day, on June 14 of each year.”

  Before you take off to get your 
encyclopedia, let me tell you what 
mine has to say about the flag: “Stars 
and Stripes of U.S. officially adopted by 
Congress on June 14, 1777 (now flag 
Day).  Betsy Ross “supposedly” made 
the first Stars and Stripes”.

  We’ll never know!!       
     

postrye@netscape.com         

The World Without Us by Alan Weisman (2007)

  Imagine if humanity was wiped off the earth like 
the dinosaurs long ago. How long would it take 
for our city jungles to turn into real ones? In this 
book, the author, Alan Weisman, a well known 
award-winning science writer looks at what the 
planet would be like without human intervention 
anymore. He has covered many environmental 
issues through the years and has specifically talked 
to many scientists, building experts, engineers, city 
maintenance workers who hold cities together and 
visited many key world sites to gather information 
for this book. From the unpopulated demilitarized 
zone in Korea to the last primeval forest in 
Europe, 
  The World Without Us analyses man’s sizeable 
influence and how quickly earth would recover and 
change after human existence. The world has gone 
thru incredible extinctions before. 250 million years 
ago an event wiped out 90% of all living things and 

out of that came the dinosaurs and then they disappeared and then came the age of 
mammals. If we were all suddenly gone how will cities fair, buildings, art, nuclear 
plants, plastic, etc. What kind of trees will dominate! How will bugs and animals 
fair. As long as there is a functional eco system nature will last. Of course the book 
is conjecture but a well written fascinating read which helps us see the planet more 
clearly by removing us from the equation. Enjoy!!

Recommendations by Joan Schrager:

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini - the author weaves together another 
beautiful story spanning three generations of women in Afghanistan. 

Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen - poignant story as an elderly man reflects 
upon his past life as he grows old in a nursing home, story has a touching surprise 
ending.

For any book recommendations please email them to Jab33jab@yahoo.com

House of Games by David Mamet (1987)

This is a great suspense and clever thriller about an 
uptight female psychiatrist (Lindsay Crouse) who 
becomes involved with a slick talking confidence 
man (Joe Mantegna) and his team in order to help 
one of her patients out of a gambling debt and 
quickly gets involved into a world of mirrors where 
nothing is what it seems. This was Pulitzer Prize 
winning playwright Mamet directorial film debut of 
his own screenplay. Fascinating tale in the spirit of 
Hitchcock! Some profanity and violence.

JAG  (1995-2005)
This was a long running Emmy Award-winning 
TV drama series 
starring David 
James Elliott as Lt. 
Cmdr. Harmon 

Rabb Jr., a former U.S. Navy fighter pilot who now 
works for JAG ( Judge Advocate General) which 
is an elite Navy wing of officers trained as lawyers 
who provide legal and policy advice to the Secretary 
of the Navy and investigate, prosecute and defend 
military personnel accused of crimes. Great action, 
stories and locations with lots of courtroom drama 
also. Also starring Catherine Bell as Marine Major. 
Sarah “Mac” MacKenzie starting in season 2. Many 
other excellent supporting cast members also. 
Created by. Donald P. Bellisario who now produces 
NCIS.
A wonderful series great for guys and gals.

For any DVD recommendations please email them 
to jab33jab@yahoo.com
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One of a Kind: 
Featuring unique homes & gardens... 

and the people who create them 

Story and Photos By Chris Bertrand

Donna Baker
626.408.1408 • 626.487.0820

www.4SaleByDonna.com

STUNNING 
FRENCH NOR-
MANDY ESTATE 
HOME

117 ROSE LANE, 
MONROVIA
OFFERED AT 
$2,049,000

4 BEDROOMS &
5 BATHS

BEAUTIFUL
TRADITIONAL
ESTATE HOME

116 ROSE LANE, 
MONROVIA
OFFERED AT 
$1,949,000

5 BEDROOMS &  
4.5 BATHS

IMPRESSIVE
TRADITIONAL
ESTATE HOME

119 ROSE LANE, 
MONROVIA
OFFERED AT 
$1,849,000

5 BEDROOMS & 
4.5 BATHS

FABULOUS
CRAFTSMAN 
STYLE ESTATE 
HOME

118 ROSE LANE, 
MONROVIA
OFFERED AT 
$1,809,000

4 BEDROOMS & 
5.5 BATHS

GORGEOUS
MEDITERRA-
NEAN STYLE 
ESTATE HOME

122 ROSE LANE, 
MONROVIA
OFFERED AT 
$1,749,000

4 BEDROOMS & 
3.5 BATHS

Custom
Homes

OPEN HOUSE EVERY
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 1 - 4 PM

Don’t Over 
Do It!
By Donna Baker

Homeowners who are 
preparing to sell realize 
there’s still quite a bit of 
competition out there.  
While presenting your 
home in model condition 
is one of the best ways 
to win the attention 
of potential buyers, be 
careful to avoid the pitfalls 
of improvements that may 
not produce the full-price 
off er you are seeking.

First and foremost, do not 
try to out-do the other 
homes on the block.  Yes, 
you want your home to 
stand out, but not so far 
out that your asking price 
will have to be signifi cantly 
higher than those of the 
homes around you.  You’ll 
price yourself out of your 
own neighborhood while 
waiting and waiting for 
those off ers.

Second, “if it ain’t broke, 
don’t fi x it!”  Don’t waste 
your time and money on 
improvements that may 
not pay off .  You can’t 
know for sure if buyers will 
respond positively to your 
idea of “improvement.”  
Why put in $3,000 worth 
of new carpeting when 
your buyers might want 
hard wood fl oors?  Just 
stick to the basics.

Speaking of basics, the 
most important rule to 
follow is that of regular 
upkeep on your home.  
Keep your gutters cleared, 
apply fresh paint to the 
exterior, and trim your 
yard.  Buyers have plenty 
of imagination, and if you 
just present them with 
a clean and functional 
canvas, they’ll easily 
envision the home of their 
dreams.

Making Historic Ascension Church 
Accessible And “Present” To The 
Community

  If you drive 
through downtown 
Sierra Madre, you’ve 
probably noticed 
all the hubbub 
at Baldwin and 
Laurel lately. Much 
more than just a 
cosmetic facelift , 
contractors have 
been hard at work 
this month making 
the Ascension 
Episcopal Church 
campus wheelchair 
accessible, both 
inside and out.

  A tricky proposition 
for a historic church 
in the National 

Register of Historic Places. Th e true challenge, however, is that the campus sits on 
a steep property, sporting a 17% grade from North to South on a relatively small 
site. Th is topography required that the ramped walkways travel east to west, without 
appearing to be a front yard with half dozen switch backed ramps. 
  Ascension pastor since 1985, Fr. Michael Bamberger commented that “presence” is 
one of the defi ning precepts for the parish, connoting being there “in” the community 
as well as “for” the community. Th e steep slope and the time period building style 
when the church was built, has excluded those less than able-footed and spry. As 
a voting place or meeting venue, it was a perilous journey up and into the parish 
hall, particularly in the evenings. As a resting spot for Sierra Madre residents out 
for a walk, it was not a welcoming place. When I myself was on crutches last year, I 
realized how challenging even our city sidewalks can be when a slope factor is added 
in.
  With the opportunity to begin again with an almost blank, though sloped slate, 
Ascension leaders decided to incorporate several outdoor needs of the parish 
community, as well as the town community. Several retaining walls will become 
seating spaces for shaded and sunny fellowship aft er services. Tying vestiges of the 
past to the present, granite cobblestones will delineate the original path from horse-
drawn carriage days. A water feature will double as an outdoor baptismal font. A 
large piece of polished granite inscribed with “Do this in remembrance of Me” will 

become part of an outdoor altar, where 
Bamberger envisions Easter Vigil services. 
Night lighting will illuminate the area. 
  While on my tour, wheelchair bound 
local, Lew Watanabe, eagerly took the fi rst 
test of the accessibility of the new grounds 
layout, with great ease.   Th is is not the 
fi rst time Ascension has been faced with 
interesting challenges. Th eir fi rst church 
actually blew down in a windstorm in 
1887. Th en the current church was badly 
damaged in the 1991 Sierra Madre quake. 
Luckily, the building could be repaired in 
place, by carefully boring into the stones, 
inserting steel rods, then replacing the 
exact piece of stone as an end cap, for an 
almost invisible solution. At the time, this 
was a cutting edge engineering feat. 
  Th e current $275,000 project is under 
a heavy time constraint, with the 

narrow window between June closing 
and September reopening of the Gooden 
School, which leases classroom space from 

the church. Th e time window also narrowed their contractor choices, but they are 
extremely pleased with landscape architects, Armstrong and Walker of Monrovia, 
and landscape contractors DKA. Bamberger notes that it is important to the parish to 
know that contractors’ workers on their property are paid a living wage and are treated 
well. Ascension drew from parish reserves to accomplish the project this summer, but 
needs to raise considerable funds to replenish those reserves. Bamberger extends his 
public thanks to the Civic Club, Friends of the Library and other local groups, who 
use the Parish Hall for events, and have helped defray a bit of the project’s considerable 
cost.
  Ascension plans 
an offi  cial opening 
and dedication in 
mid-September, 
during their 
Ministry Fair 
weekend. Upon 
c o m p l e t i o n , 
they welcome 
pedestrians and 
wheelchairs to 
the new public
outdoor spaces. 
Meander 
through,  enjoy, 
meditate or just
rest a while as
Ascension 
extends its new 
“presence” to 
Sierra Madre. 

Th e Episcopal Church of the Ascension
25 East Laurel Avenue

Sierra Madre
Ascension-SierraMadre.com

Historic Ascension Church is the oldest public building in 
Sierra Madre.

Sierra Madre resident,  Lew Watanabe, 
tests out the new accessibility to the 
church campus with Fr. Bamberger.

Pastor points out where the original horse and carriage path will 
be lined with stones.
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A  Tradition of  Family Care Continues

Family Owned & Operated

Arcadia Gardens Retirement Hotel
720 W. Camino Real • Arcadia, California 91007
PHONE: (626) 574-8571 • FAX: (626) 574-5846

www.arcadiagardensretirement.com

Independent Living for Seniors

Assisted Living for Seniors

Orlando & Victoria Clarizio
Founders

1887 GRAND
VICTORIAN
LANDMARK

329 MELROSE
AVENUE, 
MONROVIA
OFFERED AT 
$1,275,000

3 LEVELS WITH
5 BEDROOMS &
2 BATHS

BRIGHT, AIRY 
& BEAUTIFUL
1924 TUDOR

567 ELDORA 
ROAD, 
PASADENA
OFFERED AT 
$939,000

3 BEDROOMS &  
1.5 BATHS
OPEN HOUSE: 
SUNDAY 2-5 PM

Heritage
Homes

ADORABLE BUNGALOW 
LOVINGLY RESTORED
423 E. FOOTHILL BLVD., 
MONROVIA
OFFERED AT $634,900
3 BEDROOMS & 2 BATHS

CHARMING 1925 ENGLISH 
TUDOR
1854 N. LOS ROBLES AVE 
PASADENA
REDUCED TO $699,700
3 BEDROOMS & 1 BATH

CUTE COTTAGE BUILT IN 1922
221 NORUMBEGA DRIVE, 
MONROVIA
OFFERED AT $625,000
1 BEDROOM & 1 BATH

INVITING BUNGALOW
132 MAY AVENUE, MONROVIA
REDUCED TO $729,900
3 BEDROOMS & 2 BATHS

BEAUTIFULLY
RESTORED
CRAFTSMAN

1050 N. LOS 
ROBLES, 
PASADENA
OFFERED AT 
$1,150,000

2 LEVELS WITH
4 BEDROOMS &
2 BATHS

WONDERFUL CRAFTSMAN
BUNGALOW
113 S. SHAMROCK AVENUE, 
MONROVIA
OFFERED AT $729,000
3 BEDROOMS & 1.5 BATHS

CRAFTSMAN GEM
228 N. ENCINITAS AVENUE, 
MONROVIA
OFFERED AT $820,000
3 BEDROOMS & 1 3/4 BATHS
OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY 1-4 PM

Donna Baker
626.408.1408 • 626.487.0820

www.4SaleByDonna.com
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SPORTS
View From The Couch

By Stanley J. Forrester

Enjoy the entire elegant setting of Twin 
Palms on a Saturday afternoon, from 11 
am until 4 pm, for as little as $7,000.*   
This includes your personalized menu, 
beverages, dance floor and friendly 
service to complete your wedding 
experience.

Twin Palms is available for evening 
receptions as well.  Consider a Sunday 
evening for as little as $10,000.*

Call our Wedding Specialist
at (626) 577-4539.

*Plus 19% service fee & 8.25% sales tax. 

 Black-out dates apply.

Twin Palms
Saturday or 
Sunday Wedding 
Reception

The Reception of a Li fet ime for 
as l i t t le as $7,00000*

The Real Issue

Licensed Mortgage Lender

ALSTON & ASSOCIATESALSTON & ASSOCIATES
MORTGAGE COMPANYMORTGAGE COMPANY

Licensed Mortgage Lender

  

 

Th e word is out that Michael Vick will be pleading 
guilty to the federal charges this Monday. Until now, 
I have resisted commenting on the dog fi ghting case 
of Mr. Vick.  Th e reason that I have not commented is 
because it is diffi  cult for me to imagine that someone 
so young could have the world on the proverbial 
string and throw it away for no real reason. Yet that is 
precisely what Mr. Vick has done. However, when the 
focus is only on the dog fi ghting aspect of this case and 
the deplorable treatment of the animals we lose sight 
of another important issue facing all sports on both the 
college and professional level.   

  Illegal gambling is an issue which must be addressed. 
Michael Vick was the bank roll for the dog fi ghting 
which took place on his property, but that is only the 
tip of iceberg.  Dog fi ghting is an illegal multi-million 
dollar enterprise taking place throughout this country. 
Th e diffi  cult questions of who controls this enterprise 
must be asked and answered. What person or persons 
controlled these businesses?  For this is not an illegal 
home poker game. Th is is big business with matches 
across state lines, with large sums of money being 
wagered, and paid out.   

  Th is type of activity has long been a mainstay of 
organized crime. Up to this point the presence of 
organized crime has not been discussed. Th at is also the 
problem which Vick faces when, aft er he has served 

his time, he turns to the commissioner and says, “I 
would  like to get back to football.” Th e commissioner is 
faced the question of who Vick associated with while 
engaged in this illegal enterprise. Th ere are many things 
that Vick has not had to answer while dealing 
with the criminal case. Will something come to light  
which Vick has not yet expressed to the commissioner?  
Has Vick been dealing with organized crime bosses? 
Another dirty mess for pro sports.

  Professional athletes must be clean for the game 
to have any integrity. Th is endeavor has placed an 
engaging, electric, dynamic, super athlete in a no win, 
no come back situation. For you see, dog fi ghting has 
caused Vick to become a part of, and associated with, 
the dark side - organized crime.          
  Everyday millions of otherwise law bidding citizens 
place illegal bets on sporting events all over this nation. 
Th ese wagers have odds, over and under, and all of the 
other trademarks of a legitimate wager. If you wager 
in New York the odds are the same if you wager in Los 
Angeles. Th is type of consistency does not just happen. 
Who controls it, what entity handles the money?  Th e 
sporting leagues can not solve the problems of illegal 
betting, but it cannot condone an athlete or an offi  cial 
that has participated in illegal gambling, so sorry Mr. 
Vick. You have to go.              

Pros To Know?Pros To Know?

 


