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HOME FOR THE

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM ALL OF US TO ALL OF YOU

HOLIDAYS!

Nancy Walsh Tells Her
Sfory By Dean Lee

Nancy Walsh, the now world
recognized Sierra Madre resident known
for her harrowing ordeal spending 36 hours
in a Mumbai hotel room under attack
Thanksgiving weekend, gave sound advice
Tuesday to anyone ending up in that same
am.

“One of them is, if you are a traveler, keep
traveling, and don’t let the terrorist get you
down,” she advised during the well attended
Kiwanis Club meeting. “Try to stay calm,
assess your situation and your resources,
think about what your options are: don’t
jump out windows; don’t take the fire
escape unless there is a fire, you might get
stuck in the stairwell and you would spend
three days there. Remember time is not on
the side of the terrorists.”

Walsh said always knowing where youare in
relation to the terrorists or other significant
events, gunfire, bombs, etc., is important.
“It helps to have a good travel agent, a good
tour guide and above all a good family” .
During her 40 minute talk Walsh had the
audience on the edge of their seats at times.
At other times everyone laughed as she told
the craziness of the situation starting from |
the time she first heard a bomb blast below
her to the time she and three Canadians
were rescued. She was staying on the 36th
floor of the Oberi Trident Hotel. When
rescuers came, she opened the door so fast
that it appeared she startled them.

“What we had heard was that when the
commandos come, and they say open your
door, open your door or they will shoot it
oft,” she explained. Wo when they came, I
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said, “hello.”

Many cringed when, next, Walsh graphically
described walking out the lobby and what
she saw. “I don’t exactly know what had
happened there. I knew the windows were blown out, I saw
that on TV. I think it was worse than looking at the floor
which had a huge path of blood that went all the way across
the front and then went down into the street.”

Walsh described the impact of seeing the blood as though
walking a timeline backwards through someone’s death. In
certain spots there were spatterings of blood, broken glass and
then larger spots and then the long bloody trail. “Walking
backward to the place where the person had the encounter,”
she said later adding that they were told three people had been
killed in the lobby. Walsh had also pointed out that most of
the Indians killed throughout were hotel workers putting
themselves in harms way instead of guests.

Walsh was the first one out of the hotel. “That’s why my
picture got everywhere,” she said. “Because the media had
been on blackout, they were just so excited, and I was the
first out because I was on the top floor.” This newspaper first
reported the story having seen Walsh on ABC nightly news
the day after Thanksgiving.

Many in the audience said they were amazed at how calm
she was. At first, Walsh said she even ignored the first blast.
She read from the journal she kept. “I had just gone to sleep,
probably 9:30 p.m. and at 9:45 p.m. the whole hotel rocks with

an enormous blast. So I lay there, we are from Los Angeles
after all, so I just lay there thinking ok, no sirens, no people’s
voices, nothing. So I rolled over and started to go back to
sleep.” She said she got up after the second blast.

In chronologic order Walsh explained all the events as they
occurred, including, having to live on snacks from the mini-
bar.

She described first looking out of her hotel room.

“I'went outand tested the elevators and nothing was working,”
she said. “I knew I didn’t want to take the fire escape because
if you go into a fire escape you can’t get out until the first
floor,” She did not want to confront the terrorist in the lobby
she said.

Taking the service elevator to the 31st floor Walsh said there
was a room service cart abandoned and then she new all the
staft had left.

“So it was clear the staff had taken off just like that,” she
said. “The Indians don’t just leave things around. All of these
hotels are beautifully kept, nothing sits in hallways like that
and nothing gets abandoned.” Walsh went on to the 27th
floor where she said her Canadian friends were. She said 15
minutes into it and they were watching the events on CNN.
“We knew there had been a blast in the area and at the train

The Osti Christmas Decorations from Sonny Salsbury’s 2009 Sierra Madre Calendar available at Lenora Moss Floral Design
and Gift shop at 9 Kersting Court in Sierra Madre.

They all decided, after realizing there was no fire danger, to
sit and wait. She said they got nervous when hearing that the
terrorists where looking for Americans and British. They
also got confused seeing reports that the lobby was, and then
was not, on fire.

Walsh said at that time she was able to call family at home
in Sierra Madre and Pasadena. “At one point I said to my
daughter, T've got to get off the phone, the doors are rattling.
And then I didn’t call her back for two hours.” The door
rattled only from the wind she explained. “It was probably a
more difficult thing to be here than there.”

Walsh said they were not really that worried because, with
the elevators out, any terrorist would have a long walk up the
stairs to get them.

She did say her travel agent was a little stunned when she
called to rearrange her trip. “I was supposed to leave at 6:30
a.m. on Thanksgiving morning to continue my trip and it was
pretty clear I wasn’t going to get out of there.” Walsh went on
to Dubai two days later. “I am not going to let terrorist ruin
my vacation,” she said.

When asked if she would recommend anyone going to
Mumbai on vacation she said, “Absolutely.”

station,” she said.

Sierra Madre Rose Float Association Needs Your Help!

on completing this year’s entry in the Rose
Parade.

On Sunday, the second techinical
inspection will take place.

There will still be much to do
including the flowering of the

Volunteers continue to work diligentl

587 E. Sierra Madre Blvd.
| Sierra Madre 626-355-7005

RESTORATION PROJECT CLOSES MT. WILSON TRAI Access Limited

The Skyland Slope Restoration Project on the Mt. Wilson Trail will cause the trail to be closed weekdays
for the next two months. The Mt. Wilson Trail will be accessible on the weekends and holidays. The
public is urged to please use alternate trails out of Chantry Flats or Bailey Canyon during closures.

float Happy Holidays!
The SMRFA is also still soliciting ‘T;,’fedHZ‘;i Og;s"’ome For
monetary donations. SMRFA Needs You!
SMRFA BARN HOURS Page 1
M-F 10am - 7pm
Calendar & Arts P
Sat. 10am - 7pm alendar & Arts Page

Sun. 10am - 7pm

Around The SG Valley
Start A New Tradition
Page 3

900 Valley View Ave #6
in Pasadena, at Siera
Madre’s WestEnd
Comer of M. Michillinda and wW.
Montecito
Phone: 626-510-6151
Opean Juesday o Sunday

Dog Friendly Patio!

Coffee - Deli

1Als

Inside The MountainViews-Observer This Week

Food & Drink

Pasadena/Altadena
Page 4 Table For Two
Public Safety Page 9
Focus: Caroline . .
Brown Senior Happenings
Page 5 The Night Before
Christmas
OPINION
Page 10
Page 6 Christ in Si
ristmas in Sierra
Legals Page 7 Madre Page 11
Rocks on Mars Places To Go
Online Shopping Page 12
Safety Page 8

HNead a gift?
Have your coffee or tea with a

Scone while you check out

our boutique

Ve feature: Stedf Camera and made in
Sterra Madre crafls

R
\

THE BEST Ck

Gates open 10 am
First race Friday at 12 noon

mg
GANTA QNITA pARM

THE GREAT RACE PLACE

[RISTM/

SANTA ANITA PARK OPENS
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26TH

Racing Wednesday through Sunday through April 19
East of Pasadena in Arcadia  www.santaanita.com ¢ (626) 574-7223

racing
calendar.
B Plus, Free
W Passes for
everyone.

*One per paid admission, while supplies last.

Read The Paper Online At: www.mvobserver.com
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A Musical Gift

7:00 p.m. Council

Chamber 1 7

7:00 p.m. Council

Chamb er1 8

Our 7% Annual Christmas Concert
The Modern Brass Quintet
December 21 at 7:00 pm

Christmas

25

Celebrating Jesus’ Birth Christmas Eve

4:00 - Come As You Are - Family Service >

10:45 - Christmas Candlelight Service

December 24"

-Happg Hoh(]ags me the Mom{ahﬁ]iews—o server]

For The Very Best Advertising
Rates Call:

Ann 626-325-3111
Patricia 626-818-2698

Westminster Presbyterian Church
1757 N. Lake Ave. Pasadena
626.794.7141

www. WestminsterPasadena.org  fH

Let us pamper your dog !
2126 Huntington Dr., San Marino, CA 91108

626"‘289 9000 00,

-----------------------. <
Christmas Special !l

$ 10 OFF =

from regular price
with this coupon. Limit one per customer.

.‘ Service grooming includes shampoo & conditioner,
nails trim, ear cleaning, eye flushing, sanitary,
toothbrushing, fragrance, bow/bandana, and
anal gland expression (if requested)

o
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT TODAY !lI =

T 626-289-9000 << Walk-ins are welcome
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REFLEXOLOGEY €
Pain relief promote hcalins » reduce stress improve overall wcl||xin5

FootsmArts Reﬂexo|ogg
Lic. #21422
Dcspma Tsiknas-Arzouman
Certified Rcﬂcxo]qgfst

Located in Sierra Madre
(626) 355-3414

Call for information and visit our website
www.\cootsmarts—rcﬂcxologg.com
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SIERRA MADRE’S FARMERS MARKET!

A CERTIFIED FAMERS MARKET
Every Wednesday 3pm-7pm

Fresh vegetables and seasonal fruits from California family farms.
Specialty foods, vegetarian and vegan dishes, ethnic foods and hot food - Everything you'll find at the
farmers market has been made or picked fresh, is pesticide-free and preservative-free.

Free public on Mariposa.

MountainViews-Observer
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Friday 5 — The Bobby Bradford Motet

Saturday 6 — Jazz \ocalist Judy Platt

Sunday 7 — Jazz lunch with the Mercy Powell Quartet

Tuesday 9 — Jeremy Robyn

Wednesday 10 — Max Buda

Thursday 11 — Pianist & Jazz Vocalist Gaea Schnell

Friday 12 — Jack Sheldon

Saturday 13 — Xmas Blues party with Zola Moon

Sunday 14 — PCC Jazz Improvisation Combos

Wednesday 17 - A evening of Holiday Music with
Errol Le Blanc feat. Danny Guerrero

Thursday 18 - Sean McCue & Michelle Beauchesne
Guitar & Cello Duet

Friday 19 - The Donovan Muradian Quartet

Saturday 20 - The Jane Fuller Jazz Christmas

Wednesday 24 - The Fabulous Gil Bemal

Friday 26 - Swing Dancing with Flat Top Tom & the
Jump Cats

Saturday 27 - BLUES with The Superstitions

Wednesday 31 - NEW YEARS EVE PARTY EL
FANTASTICO with MERCY & THE MERKETTS

Opera to Broadway with Danny Guerrero &
the Café322 Sin, Evi y

in December. Drink and mk Quiz Nite with
Quizmaster Midge EveryTuesday in
December

N 322

Iﬂﬂ Kihén & B

it

PIZZA PASTA PANINI
STEAKS SEAFOOD COCKTAILS

"Great resh Halian, Great Jazz, Cool bar

Vey reasonady pried
this is the best hang in LA "
extensive wine list
specialty beers on tap

(E2B) 83B-5414
www.cafe322.com

322 West Sierra Madre Blvd. Sierra Madre, (A 91024

bean town

coffee house & bakery
Sierra Madre,Ca.

Breakfast Items

From Our Bakery
Holiday Pies, Pastries
and Deserts

Breakfast Burrito:
Eggs, Cheese, Country Potatoes,
Omnions, Bell Peppers &
Bacon Or Sausage in a Warm
Tortilla, with Fresh Salsa,

& Small Coffee or Juice
$6.95

Breakfast Bagel:

Eggs, Cheese,
Bacon or Sausage
with Tomato on a

Fresh Toasted Bagel
& Small Coffee or Juice

Taking Orders Now!

Bean Towns bakery is
ready to help you with
all your holiday bakery

needs.

We are baking daily :
Pumpkin pies
Apple pies
Peach Raspberry Pies
Specialty cupcakes

Cheesecakes $6.50
Pastries
Cookies
and more... Served Daily 6:30am-1lam

Baldwin Ave. Sierra Madre Ca, 91024

(6236)355B5-1596

! 4 GEM PLUMBING )

Locally Owned & Operated

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
SALES, SERVICE &
INSTALLATION

COPPER RE-PIPES
FAUCETS *LEAK DETECTION
KITCHEN AND BATH REMODELS
DRAIN AND SEWER CLEANINGe® WATER
HEATERS e WE TACKLE OLD FIXTURES

ALL MAJOR BRANDS

Emerasncy PV

Available
140 E. Monteato, Slerra Madre

State Contractor Lic. # 111308

SA1YINILST 3344
FREE ESTIMATES

i

UESHRL
Cards

W T d
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Start a Tradition or Rekindle One! sy craig Haikola

What is the true meaning of Christmas,

and can it still be found? Amidst all the presents,
ceaseless commercial pitches and those clever
jingles, can a baby still be found beneath the
wrapping paper and twisting bows?
This will likely be the first Christmas for some,
where they may not have the comforting thought
of how many gifts to purchase but will I be
able to afford gifts? As workers wonder if they
will receive a bonus or a pink slip, and bosses
painfully ponder how they can make a difficult
payroll with ever decreasing funds. It seems like
the proper time to look and ask ourselves, why
do we celebrate Christmas and are we any better
for it?

to be found at the table and the animal cookies
were made individually for each guest.

Each year they returned and new customers
(children) would look forward to going to
Grandma’s house. There was no room for them
of course and a bathtub became a dining area
for the new additions but grandmother made
the finest cookies they always said. The boys
had grown to be fine and distinguished men,
as one was now a bank President and the other
a prominent Congressman. They could have
taken their Mother anywhere in the world and
effortlessly offered opulent selections for the
Christmas table and to be sure they could have
afforded the grandest piano with new ivory keys

2007 Candlelight Walk Photo Courtesy Bill Coburn/sierramadrenews.net

Thereisabookthatistitled, America Remembers,
which is now a handful of decades out of print.
One of the stories contained within its pages
is a Christmas story. The story chronicles two
Christmas. It is a portrait of a family on the open
prairie; financially they are a very poor family as
many were on the prairie. The year was 1874 and
historians note that, “The winter of 1874-1875 was
a time of deep depression.” The grasshoppers had
swarmed that summer and the plowed fields only
resemble picked bones when they had finished.
It should also be added, that the children did
not take notice of this point as Christmas was at
hand. A bright red scarf was prominently placed
outside the house to insure that St Nick would
not miss this isolated spot. We are greeted the
first Christmas in 1874 with a youthful Mother
and Father preparing for Christmas during this
deep winter. The Mother has dolls spread in
front of her that she is making: a man, a lady and
a baby. They are constructed of corn husks and
the hair is fashioned of corn-silk. It will be their
daughters present this year. A toy gun has been
whittled from wood for the baby boy and a bow
and arrow has been created for their other son.
The Christmas meal is simple but it is heartfelt. It
is a meager and homely setting for any outsider
looking in; the snow is piled as high on the roof
as the grass was upon the hills earlier that spring.
The fire is flickering in the stovepipe fireplace
and a health supply of wood is at hand but the
presents are sparse beneath the cedar tree, which
is roundly decorated with popcorn, and the
branches supporting tallow candles and finally a
star is resting up in the heights upon the top. The
piano is eagerly played as Christmas songs push
their way out into a cold and snowy night.

The story begins once again 50 years later at
Christmas and the boys and girl is now fully
grown, and the mother is now noticeably
advanced in years. The house is unchanged
and no less modest in size. It was the same old
and tired piano that they had teased in their
innocent days of youth. The keys which were
now fully worn from years of use, still respond
to commands. It wasn’t going to win a single
beauty contest but it did recalled the songs of old
and those of a youthful age and it had managed
to still regale them after so many Christmases. It
must be understood for the story to make sense
though, their Mother always cooked the same
meal each Christmas; a simple mincemeat pie for
Christmas dinner, though now oyster soup had
been added to the menu, as once in a day of old it
represented an indulgence. Many things had not
changed to be sure, the popcorn balls where still

for their lovely Mother and her prairie home.
She wouldn’t have any of it though. For to her,
Christmas and the family meant the sound of
an old piano. Though the meal was not fancy; its
importance was in the familiarity it offered and
spoke volumes without uttering a single word.
The piano beckoned a reminder too as each note
codified the recognition and leant a comfort —
You are home

The story may have been recounted in similar
detail for innumerable pioneers. Some of those
pioneers we may count as our ancestors but we as
Americans can count all them as examples. For
they knew the miracle of Christmas is not in some
expensive material gift but are to be found in the
hearts of people. Maybe it is best to remember
this Christmas, that the greatest gifts will always
be those that bind a memory to the heart.
Candlelight Walk

It is an idea that began nearly Forty years ago
from the mind of Pastor Bob VanderZaag and
is still burning bright and has solidly become a
beloved tradition. I would not expect the arrival
of a magical snow this year but there will be
magic. You won’t find a better night all year to
meet your neighbors. Watch as children’s eyes
grow in delight with enchantment excitement as
the parade of lights waltz through the city as we
prepare for Christmas night. It is a nostalgic night
to retrieve an inner child and rekindle a flame in
the gray hairs. It just may be the one place where
you will be able to find the baby that changed the
world this Christmas.
Each Christmas season, local churches invite their
parishioners to join in a candlelight procession
from St. Rita’s Catholic Church at Baldwin and
Grand View down to Kersting Court. Those in
the procession sing Christmas Carols and hymns
during the procession. The procession is led each
year by two local children in costume, playing
the roles of Mary and Joseph, carrying a statue
of baby Jesus. When the procession reaches
Kersting Court, Mary and Joseph place the statue
of Jesus in the creche, and then the pastors of the
various churches read scripture from the gospel,
interspersed with more singing of hymns. One
last round of “We Wish You A Merry Christmas”
is the traditional final song.

This year’s event: Sunday, Dec. 21,
6:45pm - 8pm, meet at St. Rita’s Church
Bring a candle!

MERRY CHRISTMAS

City of Duarte to Provide Residents with Easy-to-Use Program
to Help Save Money on Prescription Drugs Beginning Jan. 10

DUARTE, CA, December 16, 2008
- Residents of the city and county area of
Duarte will soon be able to save an average
of 20 percent off the retail price of commonly
prescribed prescription drugs through a
program provided by the City of Duarte in
collaboration with the National League of
Cities (NLC).

The City is making free prescription drug
discount cards available to all Duarte residents
through the NLC sponsored program. The
NLC program is administered by CVS
Caremark. The discount cards may be used
when purchasing prescription drugs at any of
the many local participating pharmacies and
more than 59,000 pharmacies nationwide.
Therearenorestrictions based on the resident’s
age, income level, or existing health coverage,
and no enrollment fees. There are also no limits
on the number of times the card can be used.
Duarte residents and their family members
can use the card any time their prescriptions
are not covered by insurance. As part of the
program, residents will also be eligible for
higher discounts on select medications.

“In the current economic climate, where
many people are watching what they spend,
the NLC prescription discount card will
offer significant savings on the purchase of
prescription medications for our residents,”
said Duarte Councilwoman Tzeitel Paras-
Caracci who is also a member of the National

MountainViews-Observer

80 W Sierra Madre Blvd.

League’s Board of Directors. “Whether or not
an individual has prescription coverage, this
program can make it easier for our residents
to afford the drugs they need to deal with a
short-term illness or stay healthy by managing
a chronic condition,” said Paras-Caracci.
Duarte will roll-out the prescription discount
card program on Jan. 10. The City will make the
free, personalized cards available to residents
at a number of convenient distribution points
throughout the City including Duarte City
Hall, Duarte Senior Center, all school sites,
Duarte Chamber of Commerce and Duarte
Public Safety office. Residents also have the
option of going online at www.caremark.com/
nlc and printing an ID card from their own
home computer.

The discount cards are easy to use. Residents

only have to show their card, along with their
prescription when purchasing medication at
one of the participating pharmacies that locally
include: CVS/pharmacy, Rite Aid, Cantwell
Medical Pharmacy, Target, and Wal-Mart in
Duarte; Costco in Azusa; and Walgreens and
Sav-On in Monrovia.
Residents can learn more about the program
by calling toll-free 1-888-620-1749, or by
visiting www.caremark.com/nlc. Additional
information is also available on the City of
Duarte website: www.accessduarte.com, or by
calling City Hall (626) 357-7931, ext. 220

Djibril N'Doye Open Studio and Gallery Fundraiser

December 20- 21 in Sierra Madre

The final weekend of the fundraiser kickoff for
artist Djibril N°'Doye’s will occur this weekend
w at the artist’s Sierra Madre home and studio.

® and woodburning, and will exhibit an extensive
& collection of his works.
[} He will be joined by violinist, Jean Sudbury,
%< and other musicians, plus Saving the Race
1 author, Anthony Asmad, who will be available to
| sign his current book, subtitled Empowerment
Through Wisdom: Daily Affirmations for Young
Black Males.
N’Doye has undertaken a fundraising effort to
- ‘ build an art gallery in his Senegalese hometown.
: ) The land has been already donated by local
Artist N'Doye by C. Bertrand government. Handmade baskets from Senegal
will be sold to start the building fund for the gallery.
Saturday, December 20 and Sunday, December 21 from 11:30 to 7:30 at 333.
N. Sunnyside, Sierra Madre. For more information call 1-877-Djibril or visit
his website at www.DjibriINDoye.com

GET OUT! ¢
VOLUNTEER!

Join the Team!

The City is looking for motivated, enthusiastic,
creative, and friendly volunteers to serve on
these important committees which help plan for
the City’s future

What is the role of the Canyon Zone Advisory
Committee?

Regulations pertaining to the development of a
Canyon Zone have been discussed and studied
in the past, but have never been finalized. The
formation of a 5-member Committee will assist
City staff in reviewing the draft zoning provi-
sions that were previously developed, review the
goals and objectives for the Residential Canyon
land use designation, analyze its relevance, and
provide input in to the process of developing
new zoning guidelines for the Canyons. The
Committee will be staffed by the Development
Services staff and legal counsel.

Developing zoning guidelines will require review
of residential development standards, technical
in nature, such as building massing, height, set-
backs, building square feet, lot coverage, park-
ing, design, and landscaping. Also topics such
as allowable deviations or exceptions from stan-
dards, permit process, and preservation and
design relating to the unique residential setting
and rural character of the Canyon areas, may
also be reviewed by this Committee. The Com-
mittee will also provide input to the General Plan
Steering Committee in their review of the Resi-
dential Canyon land use designation of the Gen-
eral Plan. The Committee’s role is solely advi-
sory. Final approval of the new guidelines can
only be granted by the City Council acting upon
the Committee’s and Planning Commission’s
recommendations.

How much time is involved?

The recommendation of draft zoning guidelines
could take approximately 6 to 8 months. Partici-
pation on the Committee will require a commit-
ment to attending monthly meetings during this
period. Initially, in order to gain as much public
input from Canyon area residents, a public work-
shop may be held. Attendance at a Planning
Commission and at a City Council meeting to
report on progress and to recommend zoning
guidelines will also be expected. All regular
Committee meetings will occur at pre-set meet-
ing dates and times (pursuant to Brown Act re-
quirements), and would be expected to last ap-
proximately two hours.

For an application, visit
www.cityofsierramadre.com look for Commis-
sion application

For more info callDanny Castro, Development
Services Director. (626) 355-7135

COURAGEOUS ROSE PARADE RIDER

W N >

On()

FIRE STATION NO 2

i
The Sierra Madre
City Council is
seeking volunteers
to serve on the
upcoming Canyon

Zone Committee!

. Genevieve Miranda of Baldwin Park (left) is one of 14 Kaiser Permanente patients who have
been selected to ride on the healthcare provider’s Rose Parade float on New Year’s Day. She
is shown here with Rose Queen Courtney Chou Lee. Genevieve and the others were chosen
to ride due to their heroic and inspiring fight against life-threatening health conditions.

“You were born with wings -- so don’t choose to crawl through life.” This is a motto that
Genevieve, 14, lives by, a positive outlook that helped her cope when, at age 9, she was
diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL), a cancer of the white blood cells, the cells
in the body that normally fight infections. She underwent three years of grueling treatment
and is currently in remission. With the love of her grandparents and parents and her faith
in God, Genevieve has come back. She maintains a 3.5 grade point average in a college
preparatory program. In her afternoons, she serves as a teacher’s aide to kindergarten and
first grade students. Genevieve and her parents also participate in leukemia charity walks
and other fundraisers, raising a cumulative total of over $15,000 through the years. The
young fighter’s dream is to enroll at the University of California, Santa Barbara, and one day
become an oncologist.

Kaiser Permanente’s playful and entertaining float is entitled, “Propel Your Dreams.” The float
is a colorful and imaginative flying vehicle powered by inspiring children who cycle, row, and
jog above floral clouds of solid roses. The images and the riders represent the importance
of exercise and lifestyle in achieving and maintaining total health, a central theme of Kaiser
Permanente’s ongoing “Thrive” message.

On January 1st, turn on your TV and look for Genevieve Miranda on Kaiser Permanente’s
Rose Parade float!

No. 327 Sierra Madre, Ca. 91024 Office: 626.355.2737 Fax: 626.609.3285 Email: editor@mvobserver.com Website: www.mvobserver.com
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Economic
Downturn
Shakes City

By Dean Lee

City Manger Michael Beck
Monday night outlined
drastic measures the city
must take immediately in
dealing with a widening
structural deficitandadown
economy that includes
possibly not implementing
staff raises next year, as
well as, reducing travel
and training expenses and
cutting overtime.

“We've got to cut $13
million out of the budget
this year,” Beck said. “And
then another potential $13
or $14 million next year”
He added the first cut of 6.5
million immediately could
include salaries.

He said they look at
everything, even reducing
brush clearance in the city
and changing the way they
fund street sweeping. They
alsoconsidered cuttingsome
park services and cleaning,
reducing vender rates, in
particular legal services,
and possibly buying out
retirement contracts.

“I know that in other cities,
the city of Los Angeles for
example, is providing some
credits for people that are

at retirement age,” said
Councilmember Victor
Gordo. “There’s a cost

allocated with that, but the
saving, at least in LA, are
tremendous.”
Becksaid notimplementing
raises, approved by the
council earlier this year,
could save the city $5
million next year, something
he had discussed with heads
of departments and union
representatives this week.
Councilmember Chris
Holden took a different
approach saying they should
also look at how to generate
revenue.

“What strategies have we
put together that look at
the enterprises of the city;
he said, “Understanding
that the enterprises are by
nature revenue generating?
And we can list off all of the
enterprises, obviously the
Rose Bowl is one that comes
to mind but you also have
others, Water and Power
has the potential”

This was “thinking out of
the box,” he said adding that
they were working within a
very constrained area.

Councilmember Sid Tyler
suggested they look at fees
possibly not being collected.
“We've talked about this
with respect to business
licenses tax and vehicle
mobile operations,” he said.

Tyler was also critical about
controlling labor costs and
said that in order to do that
they needed to control open
positions something city
staff did not have an answer
to. Acting Director of
Finance Steve Mermell said
he was not sure how many
open positions there were.
He explained they looked it
as cost, and to that he said
open slots amounted to
about $5 million.

Before the council got into
alengthy discussion on what
to do Beck went over some
of the numbers starting with
the city’s office vacancy rate
which he said was up from
5 percent two year’s ago to
11 percent now. He also said
the Transient Occupancy
Tax (hotel tax) was down 7
percent.

“Wedohavetheexpectation
and a hope that as the
convention center does get
completed, that a demand
for our hotels will increase.”

Also down 10 percent
he said was sales tax.
Construction tax was also
down 31.1 percent. Property
tax remained the same and
he said if it was not for
voters passing the Utility
Users Tax the city would
be in far worse shape than
it is. Beck also said that if
things went unchecked the
city would be “out of cash,’
by 2012.
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New Ice Skating Rink
Funding in Jeopardy

By Dean Lee

The bad economy was the running theme during
Monday night’s council meeting compelling the council
to take a serious second look at ways to fund a new
$26.6 million Pasadena ice skating rink suggesting they
might cut down the size of it or put it oft altogether. The
council did however agree that the project should move

forward no matter what.

At issues was the lack of any alternative funding plan.
The council was given information on a complicated
proposal that included issuing bonds and then
reimbursing the city for funds advanced. Staft said
such internal borrowing would involve advancing
money needed for the project from various funds of the
city. The amount needed would be determined after a
competitive bidding process for the project something
Councilmember Sid Tyler was concerned with.

“We are about to have a discussion about funding
priorities, and I don’t know where this is going to fit in
at the end of the day?” Tyler said. City Manger Michael

One Colorado has Santa on hand helping out

Beck said the key issue was to make refinements to keep
the project moving forward so it could go out to bid.
Acting Director of Finance Steve Mermell said they
only had a conceptual funding plan with no agreements
yet for an operator. The said details for negotiations

needed to be worked out.

Christmas Whimsy At The
Maijestical Roof Courtyard

By Teresa Baxter

The Majestical Roof,
located in a quaint
courtyard at 88 N. Fair
Oaks Ave, will be the
location for an eclectic
debut of artistic whimsy
that is just in

The Majestical Roof co-
owners, Yvonne Russoand
ChristinaBernal,elaborate
on the idea of a“No Mass
Manufactured Products”
market as an alternative
to a stale business model
that plagues our current

economy.

time for the They provide
holiday shopping . avenuewhere
season. The local . customers
artisan’sboutique % \; and  artists
is setting center make a direct
stage this connection
weekend giving with  over
customers  an 150 local
opportunity to designers
meettheirnewest represented.

designer, Marcel “All the

DeJure—of the
Cinnamon Roll Gang—on
Dec. 20 from 6 p.m. to 9
p.m., and unconventional
gift givers are invited.

Marcel DeJure, a Los
Angeles based filmmaker,
comic artist and handbag
designer will be releasing
his new line of “Mutant”
bags made of vintage
materials. DeJure creates
specific  characters in
a collage effect that
serves as bags that
mixes functionality with
the ridiculous. DeJure
has been making the
Cinnamon Roll Gang
Dolls, and bags for twelve
years as a reaction to
what he perceives to be
the homogenization of
children’s entertainment
and merchandise.

products
in the shop are made or
conceived of by a local
set of hands,” said Russo.
“Marcel is a true talent,
and his eclectic style
releases the inhibitions
in all of us. His bags and
dolls are fun and kids love
them.”

DeJure’s styles of the
dolls are an amusing
addition to his latest
seasonal collection. Every
piece is one-of-a-kind,
made from a variety of
fabrics and accessories
for a unique character
every time. These dolls
have been involved in
various art shows and
gallery exhibitions in
Los Angeles, San Diego,
Dallas and Cleveland.

Tyler along with other said they needed to look at
other funding options, “I read this as being one way

in which we could finance the rink, not the way we're
going to finance the rink”

Beck earlier said through a private/public partnership
the city would get back most of the investment. He
said only $5 million to $6 million would be lost over

a 20 year period. He also said they could look at using

private capital to make it a private/public partnership.

Most of the council, including Vice Mayor Steve
Haderlein, said that because the rink was a recreational
area it would be hard to put a money value on its
significance to the community. Councilmember Chris
Holden asked if it was possible to build only one rink
instead of the proposed two.

“I'm curious, why do we need two rinks?” he asked.
“In light of the fact that we are talking about this in the
context of a tuff economy how do we justify two?”

Martian Pastucha, Director of Public Works said the
economics of running two rinks was better because
of the ability of having two hockey games running at
once, the main propose for building a new rink.

A number of people came out to support building a
new rink behind the Pasadena City College Community
Education Center off Foothill Boulevard. The Pasadena
Ice Skating Rink in the convention center will remain
open until the new one is built staff said.

NASA Study Links Severe Storm
Increases, Global Warming

The frequency of
extremely high clouds in
Earth’s tropics -- the type
associated with severe
storms and rainfall -- is
increasing as a result of
globalwarming,according
to a study by scientists at
JPL.

In a presentation Friday
to the fall meeting of the
American  Geophysical
Union in San Francisco,
JPL  Senior  Research
Scientist Hartmut
Aumann outlined the
results of a study based
on five years of data
from the Atmospheric
Infrared Sounder (AIRS)
instrument on NASA’s
Aqua spacecraft.

The AIRS data were
used to observe certain
types of tropical clouds
linked with severe storms,
torrential rain and hail.
The instrument typically
detects about 6,000 of
these clouds each day.

Aumann and his team
found a strong correlation
between the frequency of
these clouds and seasonal
variations in the average
sea surface temperature of
the tropical oceans.

For every degree
Centigrade (1.8 degrees
Fahrenheit) increase in
average ocean surface
temperature, the team
observed a 45-percent

Credit: Jesse Allen NASA Earth Observatory

increase in the frequency
of the very high clouds.
At the present rate of
global warming of 0.13
degrees  Celsius (0.23
degrees Fahrenheit) per
decade, the team inferred
the frequency of these
storms can be expected to
increase by six percent per
decade.

Climate modelers have
long speculated that the
frequency and intensity of
severe storms may or may
not increase with global
warming. Aumann said
results of the study will
help improve their models.
“Cloudsandrainhavebeen
the weakest link in climate
prediction,” said Aumann.
“The interaction between
the daytime warming
of the sea surface under
clear-sky conditions and
increases in the formation
of low clouds, high
clouds and, ultimately,
rain is very complicated.

The high clouds in our

observations—typically at
altitudes of 20 kilometers
(12 miles) and higher—

present  the  greatest
difficulties for current
climate models, which

aren’t able to resolve cloud
structures smaller than
about 250 kilometers (155
miles) in size.”

Aumann said the results
of his study, published
recently in Geophysical
Research  Letters, are
consistent with another
NASA-funded study
by Frank Wentz and
colleagues in 2005. That
study found an increase in
the global rain rate of 1.5
percent per decade over 18
years, a value that is about
five times higher than the
value estimated by climate
models that were used
in the 2007 report of the
Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change.

For more information on
AIRS, visit http://airs.jpl.
nasa.gov/.
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CAROLINE BROWN

Woman of Multiple Talents

Caroline Brown’s conversation is
sprinkled with her volunteer experience.
“Causes are always good.” “You meet so many

neat people.” “Citizen involvement is the
beauty of this town.” “What’s wrong with L.A.
is that it’s too big... What’s right with Sierra

Madre is that it’s just the right size.” She should
know. Caroline Brown has tasted a whole
menu of volunteer activities around the world.
Caroline and her husband, Roger, were in the
Peace Corps, located in Malaysia for two years.
After they moved to Sierra Madre in 1973,
Caroline joined a newly formed Sierra Madre
Environmental Action Council (SMEAC) and
is still a member. Back in 1988, she and the
late Verna Chilton organized the Coalition for
Hillside Preservation, obviously to eliminate
building in Sierra Madre’s mountains. Two
years later the Hillside Ordinance Task Force
was formed. Then former City Councilman
Roy Buchan suggested that Caroline apply

Commission where she served two full terms
simultaneously with other ventues, such as
the Sierra Madre Mountain Conservancy,
later serving on the Santa Monica Mountain
Conservancy, where Caroline represents the
City of Sierra Madre on the Advisory Board.
She joined the local Tree Commission so Sierra
Madre “would choose trees wisely so they’ll
be here for a lifetime.” The International Oak
Society has asked her to join the board and edit
their newsletter. Caroline is on the Stewardship
Committee for Western Cave Conservancy
and gives slide shows for Bats Conservation
International. In December, 2005, she started
the very active Sierra Madre Fire Safe Council.
The growing and enthusiastic group meets
the first Monday of the month. How does
Caroline handle all of these activities? Quick
answer: “After a teaching career in physical
education and dance, and French and Spanish,
I retired four years ago.”This year she started
a Sierra Madre phone bank for Camp Obama
(President-elect Barack Obama) and traveled
to Nevada to “get out the vote.” This activity led
her to national voter reform. “We’re thwarted
by the vast array of differences (in voting in
the 50 states).” Caroline has taken on that
cause recently. “Sierra Madre is like a layer
cake -- there’s an opportunity to volunteer and
to join organizations at all levels. Some only
volunteer for one layer. Others go for all the
layers, the whole cake.”

Caroline and Roger have a son, Forrest, who is
27 years old, and who, along with her husband,
also volunteers with the Sierra Madre Fire Safe
Council.

Volunteers are needed to help
in a wide range of activities in
Sierra Madre. Please contact

De Alcorn at 626-355-4793 or
dalcorn@cityofsierramadre.com
for more information.

for the Sierra Madre Parks and Recreation
/ A
Fire
All homeowners in
Sierra Madre’s “Very
High Fire Hazard Severity Zone” now include
the entire area of the city between Michelinda
Dr. on the West to Santa Anita Ave on the
East will qualify for the FREE “Chipper Day”
program to begin in February.
You will be all receiving a direct mail
information packet that will outline
this program. The homeowner will be
responsible for contracting and paying
their own gardner or tree trimming service
to thin and reduce fire hazardous plant
materials from their property (both native
and landscaped ornamental plants) and
bring this material, properly stacked, to the
curb on a predetermined schedule. The Fire
Safe Council “Chipper Day” program will

chip the green waste and haul it away from
your property.

Fire Safe Council
“Announcements and Observations”

This Free service is being provided to you
by a grant from the California State Fire Safe
Council through a program co-ordinated
with the US Forest

Service. Surveys will be conducted within
the target area and with the homeowners
consent to assure the participants are within
the target to qualify for this service.

January 5, 2009 is our next regularly
scheduled Fire Safe Council meeting at City
Hall, 232 West Sierra Madre Blvd. at 7 p.m.
We will begin our fourth year of community
preparation for fire safeliving in the chaparral
covered foothills of our community and
other areas of hazard preparation. Have a
safe and happy holiday season until then.
To volunteer for Sierra Madre emergency
preparation, call Police Chief Marilyn Diaz,
355-1414 or Sierra Madre Fire Safe Council,
355-0741.
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Sierra Madre Police Blotter

During the week of Sunday, December 7th, to
Saturday December 13th, the Sierra Madre Police
Department responded to approximately 335 calls
for service.

Sunday, December 7th:
5:17 PM - Arrest for driving with a suspended
driver’s license and for unlawful display of
registration tabs, 00 block West Sierra Madre Blvd.
A motorist was stopped for a traffic violation. A
records check revealed his driver’
s license was suspended/revoked and the vehicle’s
registration had expired. The car he was driving
displayed current registration tabs however the
vehicle’s tab had expired. The driver was arrested
for driving with a suspended driver’s license and
for fraudulently displaying registration tabs and
transported to the police station where he was
booked and released on a written promise
to appear.

Monday, December 8th:
6:00 AM - Arrest, 500 block Woodland Drive.
A disturbance attracted calls from residents
reporting hearing a women crying and asking for
help. A driver believed to be involved was stopped
leaving the residence. A records check
revealed the driver’s license was suspended /
revoked. The driver, a parolee, was under the
influence of a controlled substance. The driver
was arrested and booked at the Sierra Madre
Police Jail. He was later transported to the LA
Sheriffs Jail due to an outstanding arrest warrant.
The disturbance was unfounded and caused by a
woman yelling while she slept.
9:48 AM - Vandalism, 93 North Baldwin Ave,
Bethany Christian School. Damage to one wooden
bench was reported by the schools custodian,
the damage occurred between 6:00 pm Friday,
12/5 and 9:00 am Monday, 9:00 am. The loss was
estimated at $250.00. The bench had a wooden
slat broken off at the center and two wooden slats
broken off from the bench’s metal frame.
1:56 PM - 'Threats, 440 West Sierra Madre
Blvd, Sierra Madre Public Library. A man was
reported in the library on Saturday, December
6th, mumbling to himself profanities and threats
to library staft. The man left before police
could respond.

3:29 PM - Residential burglary, 800 block Skyland
Drive. Suspect(s) entered through an unlocked
door and stole a Dell laptop computer, XBOX and
an MBA 2K9 game. The crime occurred between
7:30 am and 2:45 pm, Monday 12/8. The loss was
estimated at $1500.00.

Wednesday, December 10th:
11:48 AM - Residential burglary, 400 block E.
Orange Grove Blvd. Suspect(s) shattered a glass
window after they cut a window screen to gain
access into the residence. Two flat screen TVs
and a lap top computer were taken. The crime
occurred between 2:00 pm Thursday, 12/4 and
11:45 am Monday, 12/10. The loss was estimated
at $4699.00.

Thursday, December 11th:
10:51 AM - Arrest, 200 block East Sierra
Madre Blvd. A motorist was stopped for a traffic
violation. During the investigation the driver, an
Altadena resident, was found in possession of a
controlled substance. The driver was arrested and
transported to the Pasadena Jail for remand.
4:28 PM - Arrest, Sierra Madre Blvd and
Orangewood. A motorist was stopped for a traffic
violation. A records check revealed the Monrovia
resident’s license was suspended / revoked for
DUI. The driver was arrested and released on a
written promise to appear.

Friday, December 12th:
5:27 PM - Arrest, Sierra Madre Blvd and
Baldwin Ave. A motorist was stopped for a traffic
violation. A records check revealed his license was
suspended / revoked. The driver was arrested and
released on a written promise to
appear.

Saturday, December 13th:
1:13 AM - Arrest, Mariposa parking Lot. Patrol
officer saw a man passed out, in the Mariposa
public parking lot. The man, who had just left the
Buccaneer Bar, was intoxicated. He was arrested
and transported to the Pasadena Jail for remand.
4:17 PM - Residential burglary, 300 block Toyon
Rd. The suspect(s) entered through an unlocked
kitchen doorand stolean Olympus digital camera,
aLCD Samsung TV and cash. The crime occurred
between 12:15 pm and 4:15 pm, Saturday 12/13.
The loss was estimated at $1040.00.

Arcadia Police Blotter

For the period of Sunday, December 7, through
Saturday, December 13, the Police Department
responded to 873 calls for service of which 117
required formal investigations. The following is a
summary report of the major incidents handled by the
Department during this period.

Sunday, December 7:
Units responded to the 100 block of Fano regarding
shots fired around 1:00 a.m. The reporting party
advised that a woman was heard crying and then three
gunshots were heard. Officers found three spent shell
casings at the location, but no victim or suspects were
located during an area search.
Between 8:00 a.m. and 3:20 p.m., an auto burglary
occurred in the 400 block of South Santa Anita.
Unknown suspect(s) gained access to a locked trunk
and stole a laptop computer and digital camera for a
total reported loss of about $3,700.

Monday, December 8:
A residential burglary occurred between 9:00 a.m. on
November 26 and 2:30 p.m. on December 8 in the 1600
block of Melanie. The victims were on vacation and
returned to find their rear door was pried open and
rooms ransacked. The unknown suspect(s) stole five
revolvers. A witness advised that during the previous
week, a female Hispanic was seen going to the front
door and then left shortly thereafter in a silver
Mercedes. During the same time, there was a white
van parked across the street.
Around 10:33 p.m., units responded to Macy’s
regarding three Hispanic women detained for theft.
The women took clothing items into a fitting room,
removed the sensor tags, concealed the items on
their persons, and then left the store without making
payment. Private persons’ arrests were made, and the
women, all 19 years of age, were taken into custody.
One suspect was also wearing four stolen t-shirts from
JC Penney.

Tuesday, December 9:
Shortly after 1:30 p.m., officers were dispatched to the
800 block of San Simeon regarding a forgery report.
The victim checked her bank account online and
discovered afraudulent check made out toan unknown
individual, and the check was cashed for $8,420.
Between 10:00 p.m. on December 8 and 8:20 a.m. on
December 9, an auto burglary occurred in the 500
block of South Santa Anita. Unknown suspect(s)
pried open the driver’s door and stole a car stereo and
a Blackberry cell phone.

Wednesday, December 10:
While on routine patrol around 12:47 a.m., a DMV
check on a vehicle at Huntington and the 210
Freeway revealed that it had a felony want attached
to the car. The record indicated that two male
Hispanics associated with the vehicle were wanted
for an attempted robbery. A high risk traffic stop was
made, and two male Hispanics, 34 years of age, were
apprehended. LASO deputies responded to the station
to take custody of the suspects.
A strong-arm robbery occurred at Golden West and
Arcadia around 12:15 a.m. A male Hispanic suspect,
about 18 years of age, grabbed an 80-year-old woman’s
purse from behind and fled the scene on foot.

Thursday, December 11:
Officers responded to the 99 cent store parking lot,
140 East Duarte, around 4:12 p.m. in reference to a
robbery that just occurred. The victims advertised cell
phones for sale on Craigslist and made arrangement
with a potential buyer to meet at the location.
male African-American suspect showed up and the
victims took him to their vehicle where the cell phone
were kept. At that time a second African-American
suspect approached, displayed a handgun, and took

ROUND THE CLOCK
EMERGENCY
INFORMATION

SIERRA MUDRE MUD FLOW AND
DEBRIS INFO:
www.sierramudre.info

CITY OF SIERRA MADRE EMERGENCY
INFO:
www.cityofsierramadre.com

Mud incident updates can be found
at:

www.sierramadrepio.blogspot.
com

a box containing 15 cell phones. The victims chased
the suspects and were able to grab one of them. The
suspect dropped the box and the victims were able to
recover 10 phones. The suspect displayed the handgun
again and told them not to follow them. The total loss
was about $2,000.
Around 7:35 p.m., units were dispatched to the Peacock
parking structure located at Westfield mall regarding
a non-injury traffic collision. An intoxicated driver
collided into two other vehicles. A 31-year-old male
Asian was taken into custody for driving while under
the influence of alcohol.

Friday, December 12:
A commercial burglary occurred in the 900 block of
South First between 6:00 p.m. on December 11 and
10:05 a.m. on December Unknown suspect(s) gained
access into the closed business by cutting open a small
portion of a security door and then prying open the
rear door. The suspect(s) removed tools and boxes of
vinyl flooring for a loss of about $2,900.
Units were called to Embassy Suites around 11:02
p.m. in reference to a fight in progress in the parking
lot. Investigation revealed that family members were
trying to prevent an intoxicated man from driving,
and the man had also tried to punch a security guard
with a closed fist. When officers arrived at the scene,
the 28-year-old male Hispanic failed to comply with
directives, displayed an assaultive demeanor, and
advanced towards an officer in a threatening manner.
The taser was deployed to gain compliance, and
the subject was transported to AMH for treatment;
however, he continued to be combative and belligerent
even while at the hospital. He was charged with
obstructing/resisting, disorderly conduct/drunk in
public, and two outstanding misdemeanor warrants.

Saturday, December 13:
A residential burglary occurred in the 200 block of
Joyce around 10:00 a.m. Two elderly victims, ages 77
and 80, returned home to find a beige car parked in
front of their home with a male Hispanic occupant.
Their front door was kicked in and when they went
inside, another male Hispanic ran out of the house
and entered the beige car. Cash was stolen during the
burglary.
Around 6:55 p.m., units responded to Westfield mall
regardingaman withagun call. Witnessesadvised that
amale Caucasian was being chased by three other men;
one of the men, an African-American, was carrying
a gun. The subjects were last seen running towards
the Peacock parking structure. A perimeter was
established and mall management and mall security
decided to lock-down the facility pending the outcome
of the investigation. An area search was conducted
and five occupants in a vehicle were located. The men,
matching the witnesses’ descriptions, were detained
but no weapon was found. Further investigation
revealed that the men were participating in a church
event called “The Net Amazing Race,” where they had
to locate various items in a timed scavenger hunt. The
African-American indicated that he had dropped his
cell phone and he was actually holding the cell phone
in his hand while he was running, which may have
been mistaken for a gun.
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Opinion

I hope you are
having a wonderful
“ | holiday season. Yes,

o | Tknow the economy
is tanking. And
we can certainly
come up with a lot
of reasons why we
shouldn’t bother celebrating Christmas
this year. It makes perfect sense.
However, I'm hoping we can enjoy
Christmas through the eyes of a child.
It certainly was easier to celebrate in
our youth when we didn’t have to be
concerned about the mortgage and all
the other bills. Not to mention health
issues accompanying our middle age
and later years. If you can’t find that
place to celebrate the holiday as a child,
try celebrating it through the eyes of
young children you know. Rent ‘em if
you have to.

I used to wonder how a world that

Rich Johnson

= Merry Christmas

has, by and large, relegated God to the
back burner, could make such a big
deal about the Christmas season. We
routinely kick the ten commandments
out of our schools and simultaneously
celebrate the birth of Jesus. What
gives? Well, one day while lost in some
existential thought, I realized that just
maybe God, in His/Her sovereign
majesty, decided the world WAS going
to celebrate the birth of His son. It was
that important to Him/Her. Maybe
that’s why we are so amazed at how
different we become at Christmas? And
of course, the most amazing display of
the effects of Christmas in our time
centered around World War I.

During the winter of 1914 there was
fierce fighting between the Germans,
and the French and British on the
muddy fields of Flanders, Belgium.

Soldiers on both sides of a field /

shooting at each other. Well, on
Christmas Eve, German soldiers
fashioned little Christmas trees and
put them outside their trenches. Then
they started singing Christmas Carols.
The French and British started singing
on their side of the battlefield. Soon
a truce was suggested and both sides
cautiously stepped up and out of the
trenches, came together and shared
Christmas shaking hands instead of
firing weapons. Some even played
soccer on the battlefields. And, sure
enough, on the next day both sides
retreated back to their trenches and
commenced to shooting at each other
again. That night displays the power
of Christmas. And to those of us who
believe it displays the fact that God
really is in charge.

On a personal note, local musician
Jane Fuller and I packed the house
at Fresco’s Restaurant for our first

ever Christmas Concert. There was
standing room only, at least until
I got up to sing. Shortly thereafter
tables miraculously became available.
Jane’s marvelous performance was
accentuated by her friend, Michael,
who accompanied her on the guitar
(Geesh, both of them play guitar better
than I do.) We also had special music
as a group of 3rd graders sang several
songs. They were wonderful. Visit
Jane’s website at www.Janefuller.com.
She would love to get your email so
she can let you know when and where
she is performing. Also, she has three
CD’s out, (one a Christmas CD) and
the latest CD is a tribute to Cole Porter
called Night and Day. You can actually
order them through my company,
Versa-Tape by calling (626) 791-8907.
Have a wonderful Christmas holiday.

holed up in six-eight foot trenches

their priorities and their practices.

I think one of the most important things in any society is the way in which children
are raised. It’s pretty tough to raise children in a household that’s falling apart. I
guess about half of all marriages fall apart and another significant percentage is so
stress-filled that there is an immense negative impact on the kids. What can be done
to help families to stay together and, as importantly, to stay together happily. Any
Over the years I went to a few counselors but this always turned out to be
a precursor to some sort of break-up. I think a part of the problem is that many of
us are more wedded to the experience of dissatisfaction then we are wedded to our
spouses and the experience of happiness. Maybe the truth is that probably most
fathers and most mothers have little idea of what it is to be a good parent. Probably,
most of us follow the patterns of our own parents and make the same mistakes they
did with the added pressure that we all strive to be permanent adolescents who don’t
show our age and have our own lives to live. Maybe, that’s part of
the problem within marriages—that is individuals really have no
idea how to parent and can take little joy in their parenting because
they don’t know whether or not they are doing a good job or are just
functioning as printing presses to provide their kids with the same
toyS and vacations that the other kids have. I know it seems a lot
easier for most people to love their dogs than to love their families.

ideas?

At least it often looks that way.

I propose the within the Department of Health,
Welfare or some other Department there be established a division of
Marriage and Family Concerns. It shall be the duty of this department
to study different cultures and sub-cultures and to make public any
conclusions which can be reached as to what makes a successful
marriage and what kind of parental behavior actually helps children
to grown into successful, productive, and happy to be alive adults.

Stuart Tolchin OnLIFE

Even in these tough times it seems that the malls are still
pretty busy (yes I know it is right before Christmas) and the
restaurants still seem pretty full. Everyone still seems to be
talking about going on some vacation but maybe it’s all wishful
thinking based on the assumption that Obama will fix everything
and that we can just keep living our life as we always have. I
submit that it’s unlikely that Obama can fix everything and that,
furthermore, it would be a great tragedy if Americans did not
take this opportunity to look at their lives and kind of reassess

SO, HOW MUCH DO WE HAVE TO CHANGE?

Perhaps patterns can be found that help married people actually enjoy one another
without the necessity of prescription drugs, or illegal drugs, or even alcohol. I admit
to some prejudice against addictive behavior but maybe I'm wrong. Maybe some
study of the problem would help us all. In fact, I think that helping us with our
social relationships, helping us to be responsible to ourselves and our families is as
important as anything else the government can do to restore confidence in the ability
of the society to meet the needs of its citizens.
So one final message. Even if the economic downturn lingers for a while let’s not
blame each other. Sure, we’ll have to change some plans and we might have to relive

the fifties or even the thirties but our parents and grandparents got through it okay

one another.

MERRY CHRISTMAS

and so can we. Let’s just remember who our friends are and let’s keep caring about

Susan

HAPPY HOLIDAYS EVERYONE
The Staffof The MountainViews-QObserver
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A Christmas Story

By Gregory J. Welborn

When we think about
Christmas, a fairly idyllic
scene probably comes to
mind. We might imagine
a small-town main street
recently dusted by snow and
quaintly decorated with
lights, wreaths and garland,
or we might imagine a more
crowded major city center

overwhelmingly decorated
with a larger-than-life Christmas tree. People
hurry about, but they are friendly, smiling at
one another. It’s easy to see that the Christmas
spirit is alive and well. But this year with a war
raging, the economy in turmoil, unemployment
growing and foreclosures accelerating, many
people are finding the Christmas spirit more
elusive. I want to dedicate this week’s article
to those who are hurting and to the rest of us
- their neighbors and friends - to remind us all
that Christmas is a time for joy even when the
landscape seems dark and hopeless.
I would like to share a story from a Christmas
season long ago which was also buffeted by
turmoil. A very costly, and seemingly endless,
war raged on, and the country’s very survival
was in question. It was also a time of scandal,
and the economy limped along. The occasions
for joy seemed few and far between.
The year was 1863, the civil war was in full
carnage, it had badly impacted the economy,
and it had already cost hundreds of thousan(zfs
their lives, maimed even more, and the end was
not yet in sight. Casualties were reported in
the newspapers, but it had gotten to the point
where most people took in the information with
little outward emotion. So many deaths had
been reported that people had grown jaded. It
was only when they learned that their own son,
brother or father was among the dead that the
news truly struck with the horror it deserved.
It was just such news of personal tragedy that
struck a middle-aged poet who had already lost
a wife merely two years before. He was already
well on his way to cynicism, having not yet
finished mourning his first loss. Now on this
cold December morning he had to face the
prospect of losing his son, whom he had learned
was gravely wounded at the front. This poet
had loved his wife and son dearly. They were
the center of his life, the very reason for his life,
or so it seemed to him.
Not unlike the rest of us I imagine, this widower
and father was shaken to his core. With the
people he loved most gone, he asked himself
what was the point of life. Where was there a
reason to believe in goodness? How could he
embrace his faith or take solace from it when so
much pain had already crossed his path and still
more seemed ready to envelope him? We can
scarcely blame Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
that an early stanza of the poem he wrote that
day took a solemn and depressed tone.
“And in despair I bowed my head: “There is no
eace on earth,’ I said,
For hate is strong, and mocks the song of peace
on earth, good-will to men”.
Had the poem continued in that vein, it is
doubtful we would remember it today. It might
even have ended his career so deep was the
darkness that he began expressing in verse. But
if hatred, self-pity, and depression gripped him,
they did not last for long. Something else filled
his heart that day. It may have started with the
vagueness of a long-forgotten memory fighting
for recognition, but soon it had sufficient
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which he found himself.

As our poet heard the bells ringing that
Christmas day, heremembered that God Himself
had experienced great lost. God had given a son
of His own. God also had suffered previous loss
in the separation from the people He had created
and loved dearly. Mankind’s sin had caused that
separation. It was our responsibility to repair it
and atone for it, but it was an impossible task,
so great was the void. Instead, God chose to
sacrifice more, to give up a son who would take
on that sin and die for it. The price was paid.
God provided the atonement. He gave up His
son in order to reclaim relationship with us.
Our poet remembered that God’s spirit could
dwell within us, and that with it we could never
be defeated. Even during the darkest of times,
we could stand fast in the face of great human
evil, knowing that the ultimate battle had
already been won, and good would ultimately
triumph.

In the darkest moment of his life, God’s promise
offered Henry Wadsworth Longfellow hope and
strength far surpassing anything he or any of us
couldg muster on our own. So with a renewed
spirit, his faith encouraged him to persevere,
and our poet continued.

“Then peeled the bells more loud and deep: ‘God
is not dead: nor doth He sleep;

The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, with
peace on earth, good will to men’.
Till ringing, singing on its way,
revolved from night to day,

A voice, a chime, a chant sublime, of peace on
earth, good will to men!”

Today, more than 130 years later, we find
ourselves in another war whose end is not yet
in sight. We face a struggling economy, and
many have lost their jobs. Some readers may
be facing personal loss in their lives as I have in
Christmases past. I am sure that there is ample
human reason for sadness and cynicism right
now, and I know that it is easy to wallow in it. It
is easy to see ourselves the victim and to think
that the darkness which surrounds us will not
end.

But I am reminded of Longfellow’s message
that God is not dead, and he does not sleep.
He cares for us deeply, has walked where we
walk, suffered what we suffer. He offers us
His undying love and to walk with us into the
shadow of the valley of death. He offers us a
reason to celebrate this Christmas no matter the
course of our earthly journey. So, I offer you
a heartfelt Merril Christmas and a promise to
Fray that you will find peace and strength in the
ace of your adversity and that God’s spirit will
fill your life today, tillis season and for the rest
of your life. Take heart for God is not dead nor
doth he sleep.

Gregory J. Welborn is an independent opinion
columnist. He writes and speaks frequently
on political, economic and social issues. His
columns have appeared in publications such
as The Los Angeles Daily News, The Orange
County Register, The Wall Street Journal and
USA Today. He can be reached at gwelborn@
mvobserver.com.
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Give the gift of going away . . . in your own living ro

I never really considered
myself to be the vampire-love-
story type. When it comes
to books, I generally steer
towards the non-fiction and
mystery novels. You could
say I was a little close-minded
when my good friend from
school rushed over to me
raving about this book. “Its
amazing! I mean this book is
really something, you have
GOT to read it;” she exclaimed,
thrusting the thick book into
my arms. I explained to her
that the book probably wasn’t
my cup of tea, but she insisted I
take it home and at try reading
a little. After claiming that this
was “the best book ever” I took
the book home, promising
Id at least try and read a few
pages.

When I got home, I
immediately set Twilight on
my dresser and started my
homework. Geometric shapes
and mathematic formulas
started to take a toll on me. I
needed a break and it seemed
as though the book was calling
my name. After sitting there
for a few moments, I finally
reached over and grabbed the
book. I must admit, I wasn't
hooked by the first page.
Actually, it wasnt even the
second page that got me. But,
somewhere on the third page of
the book, I was hooked. All of
a sudden I plunged, head first,
into the complicated lives of
the main characters, Bella and
Edward. “Oh my goodness” I
kept repeating over and over,
“This book really is good...”
The next thing you know, 2
hours of non-stop reading had
gone by and my homework still
wasn't done. Darn. Too tired
to do anything else I went to
sleep, anxiously waiting for the
morning so I could continue

reading Twilight.

The next day in Geometry
I was paranoid. Sure, it was
kind of worth ditching my
homework to read my new
favorite book, but what was I
going to tell my teacher? I'm
sure he wasn’t going to buy
the story that, “...well, you see,
Mr. M, Stephenie Meyer, you
know, the lady who wrote the
Twilight book? She just made
me read that book last night
and forced me to abandon my
homework! Yeah...you know,
I didn’t even want to read the
book, it’s really not my type...”
Somehow I squeezed my way
out of that one and quickly
finished reading the addictive
book.

Now, I'm on the third book
of the series (Eclipse) and
am so thankful to my friend.
Of course, when she heard
about my newfound love for
the book, she was ecstatic and
immediately came in with
the “I-told-you-so’s. So this
holiday when you're struggling
to find the perfect gift for that
special someone, why not get
an old-fashioned book? Take a
much-needed trip to a Barnes
and Nobles and I know for sure
you'll find something they’ll
like. Trust me, there’s no better
feeling than getting lost in a
book and never wanting to be
found. And don't limit yourself
to what you think their “type”
of book is. Like relationships,
opposites attract in books and
people. Don't be afraid to get
them a book that may seem
a little “out there”; the best
ones are the ones that involve
situations far beyond our
everyday occurrences. Believe
me...there’s nothing farther
from my day-to-day life than
vampires and creepy myths...
- Trish Collins

Office: 626.355.2737 Fax: 626.609.3285 Email: editor@mvobserver.com Website: www.mvobserver.com
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2211110

The following person(s) is (are) doing business as:
ANN NAILS AND SPA, 3718 BROADWAY, LONG
BEACH, CA 90803. Full name of registrant(s) is
(are) HANHNGOC LUONG, 11771 MORRIE LANE,
GARDEN GROVE, CA 92840. This Business is
conducted by: AN INDIVIDUAL. Signed: HANH
NGOC LUONG. This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Los Angeles County on 12/16/08.
The registrant(s) has (have) commenced to
transact business under the fictitious business
name or names listed above on N/A.

NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement expires
five years from the date it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed prior to that date. The
filing of this statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name
in violation of the rights of another under Federal,

State, or common law (See section 14411 et seq. PL

Business and Professions Code)
Publish: MountainViews-Obse|
Pub. 12/22, 12/29/2008, 01/05 01/12/2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2226911

The following person(s) is (are) doing business as:
CALDERON’S COURIER, 10614 S. HOOVER
ST., L.A.,, CA 90044. Full name of registrant(s) is
(are) PATRICIA ELIZABETH CANALES, 10614 S.
HOOVER ST., L.A., CA 90044. This Business is
conducted by: AN INDIVIDUAL. Signed: PATRICIA
ELIZABETH CANALES. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Los Angeles County on
12/18/08. The registrant(s) has (have) commenced
to transact business under the fictitious business
name or names listed above on N/A.

NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement expires
five years from the date it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed prior to that date. The
filing of this statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name
in violation of the rights of another under Federal,
State, or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/22, 12/29/2008, 01/05, 01/12/2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2201841

The following person(s) is (are) doing business
as: CHINA BAKERY CHAIN, 9436 JACOB LN.,
ROSEMEAD, CA 91770. Full name of registrant(s)
is (are) ASAP SHOW, INC. 9436 JACOB
LN., ROSEMEAD, CA 91770. This Business
is conducted by: A CORPORATION. Signed:
NORBERT YUAN/VP. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Los Angeles County on
12/15/08. The registrant(s) has (have) commenced
to transact business under the fictitious business
name or names listed above on N/A.

NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement expires
five years from the date it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed prior to that date. The
filing of this statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name
in violation of the rights of another under Federal,
State, or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Obse|

Pub. 12/22, 12/29/2008, 01/05 01/12/2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2210878

The following person(s) is (are) doing business
as: DIRTY GORILLA PRODUCTIONS, 4902
OLINDA AVE., L.A., CA 90043. Full name of
registrant(s) is (are) FARSTAIRE QUINTIN
BROWN 1[I, 4902 OLINDA AVE., L.A., CA 90043.
This Business is conducted by: AN INDIVIDUAL.
Signed: FARSTAIRE QUINTIN BROWN II. This
statement was filed with the County Clerk of Los
Angeles County on 12/16/08. The registrant(s) has
(have) commenced to transact business under the
fictitious business name or names listed above on

NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement expires
five years from the date it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed prior to that date. The
filing of this statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name
in violation of the rights of another under Federal,
State, or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/22, 12/29/2008, 01/05, 01/12/2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2201999

The following person(s) is (are) doing business as:
ENFINITY LLC, 9 LOS FELIS DR., POMONA, CA
91766. Full name of registrant(s) is (are) ENFINITY
LLC., 3914 SEATON PL., LAS VEGAS, NV 89121.
This Business is conducted by: A LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY. Signed: PAUL JOHNSON/
PRES. This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Los Angeles County on 12/15/08. The
registrant(s) has (have) commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name or
names listed above on N/A.

NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement expires
five years from the date it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed prior to that date. The
filing of this statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name
in violation of the rights of another under Federal,
State, or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Obse|

Pub. 12/22, 12/29/2008, 01/05 01/12/2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2201663

The following person(s) is (are) doing business as:
1. OOOUT.COM 2. CHINA EQUITY EXCHANGE,
9436 JACOB LN., ROSEMEAD, CA 91770. Full
name of registrant(s) is (are) ASAP SHOW, INC.,
9436 JACOB LN., ROSEMEAD, CA 91770. This
Business is conducted by: A CORPORATION.
Signed: NORBERT YUAN/VP. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk of Los Angeles
County on 12/15/08. The registrant(s) has (have)
commenced to transact business under the

fictitious business name or names listed above on
N/A.

NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement expires
five years from the date it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed prior to that date. The
filing of this statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name
in violation of the rights of another under Federal,
State, or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/22, 12/29/2008, 01/05, 01/12/2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2210209

The following person(s) is (are) doing business
as: ORIENTAL DAY SPA, 6529 E. SPRING
ST., LONG BEACH, CA 90808. Full name of
registrant(s) is (are) KEBIN LIU, 6654 CHESHIRE
, RANCHO CUCAMONGA, CA 91739. This
Business is conducted by: AN INDIVIDUAL.
Signed: KEBIN LIU. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Los Angeles County on
12/16/08. The registrant(s) has (have) commenced
to transact business under the fictitious business
name or names listed above on N/A.

NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement expires
five years from the date it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed prior to that date. The
filing of this statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name
in violation of the rights of another under Federal,
State, or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/22, 12/29/2008, 01/05, 01/12/2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2226500

The following person(s) is (are) doing business
as: TINY SPIRIT HOME SERVICE, 9206 ROSE
ST., BELLFLOWER, CA 90706. Full name of
registrant(s) is (are) GJA CAPITAL, INC., 1117
DESERT LN., LAS VEGAS, NV 89102. This
Business is conducted by: A CORPORATION.
Signed: MARQUES JORDANIPRES This
statement was filed with the County Clerk of Los
Angeles County on 12/18/08. The registrant(s) has
(have) commenced to transact business under the
fio/titious business name or names listed above on
N/A.

NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement expires
five years from the date it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed prior to that date. The
filing of this statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name
in violation of the rights of another under Federal,
State, or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/22, 12/29/2008, 01/05, 01/12/2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2200991

The following person(s) is (are) doing business as:
TNT ADVERTISING, 300 S. LEMON CREEK DR.
#B, WALNUT, CA 91789. Full name of registrant(s)
is (are) TNT ADVENTURES, INC., 2011 LAKE
CANYON DR., WALNUT, CA91789. This Business
is conducted by: A CORPORATION. Signed:
RENU TAGHABONI/PRES. This statement was
filed with the County Clerk of Los Angeles County on
12/15/08. The registrant(s) has (have) commenced
to transact business under the fictitious business
name or names listed above on N/A.

NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement expires
five years from the date it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed prior to that date. The
filing of this statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name
in violation of the rights of another under Federal,
State, or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/22, 12/29/2008, 01/05, 01/12/2009

FILE NO. 2008-2200990

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF USE OF
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

The following person(s) has/have abandoned
the use of the fictitious business name: TNT
ADVERTISING, 2011 LAKE CANYON DR,
WALNUT, CA 91789. The fictitious business name
referred to above was filed on 12/31/07, in the
county of Los Angeles. The original file number of
2007-2866679. The business was conducted by:
A CORPORATION. The business information in
this statement is true and correct. (A registrant who
declares as true information which he or she knows
to be false, is guilty of a crime.) SIGNED: RENU
TAGHABONI/PRES.

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/22, 12/29/2008, 01/05, 01/12/2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-216514

The following person(s) is (are) doing business
as: 1. ALLIED TAX CONSULTANTS 2.
ALLIED INCOME TAX, 13862 PADDOCK ST,
SYLMAR, CA 91342. Full name of registrant(s)
is (are) JOSE LOMELI, 13862 PADDOCK ST.,
SYLMAR, CA91342. This Businessis conducted
by: AN INDIVIDUAL. Signed: JOSE LOMELI.
This statement was filed with the County Clerk
of Los Angeles County on 12/09/08. The
registrant(s) has (have) commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name or
names listed above on N/A.

NOTICE- This Fictitous Name Statement
expires five years from the date it was filed in
the office of the County Clerk. A new Fictitious
Business Name Statement must be filed prior
to that date. The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in this state of
a Fictitious Business Name in violation of
the rights of another under Federal, State,
or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008, 01/05/2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2174414
The following person(s) is (are) doing business

as: BRIGHTER DAY COMMUNITY SERVICE,
INC.,, 9144 MANZANAR AVE., DOWNEY,
CA 90240. Full name of registrant(s) is (are)
BRIGHTER DAY COMMUNITY SERVICE,
INC., 9144 MANZANAR AVE., DOWNEY,
CA 90240. This Business is conducted by: A
CORPORATION. Signed: RENEE YVONNE
DAY/PRES. This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Los Angeles County
on 12/10/08. The registrant(s) has (have)
commenced to transact business under the
fictitious business name or names listed above
on 11/5/1999.

NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement
expires five years from the date it was filed in
the office of the County Clerk. A new Fictitious
Business Name Statement must be filed prior
to that date. The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in this state of
a Fictitious Business Name in violation of
the rights of another under Federal, State,
or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008, 01/05/2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2034207

The following person(s) is (are) doing business
as: EL VIEJITO TRUKING, 2916 LIBERTY
BLVD. #A, SOUTH GATE, CA 90280. Full
name of registrant(s) is (are) CLAUDIA C.
MALDONADO, 2916 LIBERTY BLVD.
SOUTH GATE, CA 90280. This Business is
conducted by: AN INDIVIDUAL. Signed:
CLAUDIA C. MALDONADO. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk of Los Angeles
County on 11/18/08. The registrant(s) has
(have) commenced to transact business under
the fictitious business name or names listed
above on 08/18/07.

NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement
expires five years from the date it was filed in
the office of the County Clerk. A new Fictitious
Business Name Statement must be filed prior
to that date. The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in this state of
a Fictitious Business Name in violation of
the rights of another under Federal, State,
or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Obse

Pub. 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008 01/05/2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2156631

The following person(s) is (are) doing business
as: FEDERAL HOME RELIEF, 3925 N.
ROSEMEAD BLVD., STE. 205B, ROSEMEAD,
CA 91770. Full name of registrant(s) is
(are) JENNY LIN, LAW OFFICE, 3925 N.
ROSEMEAD BLVD., STE. 205B, ROSEMEAD,
CA 91770. This Business is conducted by:
AN INDIVIDUAL. Signed: JENNY LIN. This
statement was filed with the County Clerk of Los
Angeles County on 12/08/08. The registrant(s)
has (have) commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.

NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement
expires five years from the date it was filed in
the office of the County Clerk. A new Fictitious
Business Name Statement must be filed prior
to that date. The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in this state of
a Fictitious Business Name in violation of
the rights of another under Federal, State,
or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Obse

Pub. 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008 01/05/2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2184419
The following person(s) is (are) doing
business as: IRIDESCENT IMAGES, 7927
6" ST., DOWNEY, CA 90241. Full name of
reglstrant(s) is (are) WENDY MILLER, 7927
h ST, WNEY, CA 90241. This Business
|s conducted by: AN INDIVIDUAL. Signed:
WENDY MILLER. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Los Angeles County
on 12/11/08. The registrant(s) has (have)
commenced to transact business under the
fictitious business name or names listed above

on N/A.

NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement
expires five years from the date it was filed in
the office of the County Clerk. A new Fictitious
Business Name Statement must be filed prior
to that date. The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in this state of
a Fictitious Business Name in violation of
the rights of another under Federal, State,
or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Obse

Pub. 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008 01/05/2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2156236

The following person(s) is (are) doing business
as: LAST WORLD, 211 WASHINGTON
BLVD. #2-110, L.A., CA 90040. Full name of
registrant(s) is (are) MUHAMMAD ARSHAD,
5211 WASHINGTON BLVD. #2-110, L.A., CA
90040. This Business is conducted by: AN
INDIVIDUAL. Signed: MUHAMMAD ARSHAD.
This statement was filed with the County Clerk
of Los Angeles County on 12/08/08. The
registrant(s) has (have) commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name or
names listed above on N/A.

NOTICE- This Fictitous Name Statement
expires five years from the date it was filed in
the office of the County Clerk. A new Fictitious
Business Name Statement must be filed prior
to that date. The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in this state of
a Fictitious Business Name in violation of
the rights of another under Federal, State,
or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Obse

Pub. 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008 01/05/2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2156922

The following person(s) is (are) doing business
as: MATIAS AUTO REPAIR & ELECTRICAL,
7801 OTIS ST., CUDAHY, CA 90201. Full name
of registrant(s) is (are) MATIAS VILLANUEVA,
5951 McKINLEY AVE., SOUTH GATE,
CA 90280. This Business is conducted by:
AN INDIVIDUAL. Signed: D.GUERRERO
VILLANUEVA. This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Los Angeles County
on 12/08/08. The registrant(s) has (have)
commenced to transact business under the
fictitious business name or names listed above
on 12/01/08.

NOTICE- This Fictitous Name Statement
expires five years from the date it was filed in
the office of the County Clerk. A new Fictitious
Business Name Statement must be filed prior
to that date. The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in this state of
a Fictitious Business Name in violation of
the rights of another under Federal, State,
or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008, 01/05/2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2149922

The following person(s) is (are) doing business
as: PINK HOUSE CHOCOLATES, 696
LANTANAST., LAVERNE, CA91750. Full name
of registrant(s) is (are) MARY C. LAYMAN, 696
LANTANA ST., LAVERNE, CA 91750. This
Business is conducted by: AN INDIVIDUAL.
Signed: MARY C. LAYMAN. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk of Los Angeles
County on 12/05/08. The registrant(s) has
(have) commenced to transact business under
the fictitious business name or names listed
above on N/A.

NOTICE- This Fictitous Name Statement
expires five years from the date it was filed in
the office of the County Clerk. A new Fictitious
Business Name Statement must be filed prior
to that date. The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in this state of
a Fictitious Business Name in violation of
the rights of another under Federal, State,
or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008, 01/05/2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2164165

The following person(s) is (are) doing
business as: PLUMBING BY ENRIQUE,
7729 MIRAMONTE BLVD., L.A.,, CA 90001.
Full name of registrant(s) is (are) ENRIQUE
PLATA, 7729 MIRAMONTE BLVD., L.A.,, CA
90001. This Business is conducted by: AN
INDIVIDUAL. Signed: ENRIQUE PLATA. This
statement was filed with the County Clerk of Los
Angeles County on 12/09/08. The registrant(s)
has (have) commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on 10/14/2008.

NOTICE- This Fictitous Name Statement
expires five years from the date it was filed in
the office of the County Clerk. A new Fictitious
Business Name Statement must be filed prior
to that date. The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in this state of
a Fictitious Business Name in violation of
the rights of another under Federal, State,
or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008, 01/05/2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No. 08-2165035

The following person(s) is (are) doing business
as: PUPPY SALON, 14118 WHITTIER BLVD.,
WHITTIER, CA90605. Full name of registrant(s)
is (are) JUNG SOOK CHOKIM, 1145 5" AVE. #2,
L.A., CA90019. This Business is conducted by:
AN INDIVIDUAL. Signed: JUNG SOOK CHO
KIM. This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Los Angeles County on 12/09/08. The
registrant(s) has (have) commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name or
names listed above on N/A.

NOTICE- This Fictitous Name Statement
expires five years from the date it was filed in
the office of the County Clerk. A new Fictitious
Business Name Statement must be filed prior
to that date. The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in this state of
a Fictitious Business Name in violation of
the rights of another under Federal, State,
or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Obs

Pub. 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008 01/05/2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2118141

The following person(s) is (are) doing business
as: CENTURY COMMERCIAL CLEANING
SERVICE, 16387 FORREST HILLS LN.,
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92649. Full name
of registrant(s) is (are) JOSEPH FELIZ, 16387
FORREST HILLS LN., HUNTINGTON BEACH,
CA 92649. This Business is conducted by: AN
INDIVIDUAL. Signed: JOSEPH M. FELIZ.
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of
Los Angeles County on 12/02/08. The registrant(s)
has (have) commenced to transact business under
the fictitious business name or names listed above
on N/A.

NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement expires
five years from the date it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed prior to that date. The
filing of this statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name
in violation of the rights of another under Federal,
State, or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/08, 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2088204

The following person(s) is (are) doing business
as: INKIT, 4976 FIRESTONE BLVD., SOUTH
GATE, CA 90280. Full name of registrant(s) is (are)

FERNANDO LOPEZ, 4810 TEMPLETON ST.,
L.A., CA 90032. This Business is conducted by: AN
INDIVIDUAL. Signed: FERNANDO LOPEZ.
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of
Los Angeles County on 11/25/08. The registrant(s)
has (have) commenced to transact business under
the fictitious business name or names listed above
on N/A.

NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement expires
five years from the date it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed prior to that date. The
filing of this statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name
in violation of the rights of another under Federal,
State, or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/08, 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2118449

The following person(s) is (are) doing business as:
JD TRAVEL & TOURS, 2008 W. CARSON ST.,
STE. 204, TORRANCE, CA 90501. Full name of
registrant(s) is (are) JOVIBEN DUMABOC, 519 W.
220" ST., #30, CARSON, CA 90745. This Business
is conducted by: AN INDIVIDUAL. Signed: JOVI
BEN DUMABOC. This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Los Angeles County on 12/02/08.
The registrant(s) has (have) commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on 12/02/08

NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement expires
five years from the date it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed prior to that date. The
filing of this statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name
in violation of the rights of another under Federal,
State, or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/08, 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2139355

The following person(s) is (are) doing business as:
KRMA CLOTHING, 2202 S. FIGUEROA ST.,
L.A., CA 90007. Full name of registrant(s) is (are)
MARIA C. LINERO, 846 S. BROADWAY #3802,
L.A., CA 90014. This Business is conducted by:
AN INDIVIDUAL. Signed: MARIA C. LINERO.
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of
Los Angeles County on 12/04/08. The registrant(s)
has (have) commenced to transact business under
the fictitious business name or names listed above
on N/A.

NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement expires
five years from the date it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed prior to that date. The
filing of this statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name
in violation of the rights of another under Federal,
State, or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/08, 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2117654

The following person(s) is (are) doing business as:
LING CHENMANAGEMENT, 1108 W.VALLEY
BLVD. #6207, ALHAMBRA, CA 91803. Full name
of registrant(s) is (are) CHIU TSANG, 1108 W.
VALLEY BL. #6207, ALHAMBRA, CA 91803.
This Business is conducted by: AN INDIVIDUAL.
Signed: CHIU TSANG. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Los Angeles County on
12/02/08. The registrant(s) has (have) commenced
to transact business under the fictitious business
name or names listed above on N/A.

NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement expires
five years from the date it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed prior to that date. The
filing of this statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name
in violation of the rights of another under Federal,
State, or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/08, 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2138307

The following person(s) is (are) doing business
as: NISHANTHA PITIGALA AGENCY, 766
MONTECITO DR., L.A., CA 90031. Full name
of registrant(s) is (are) SENERATH NISHANTHA
PITIGALA,766MONTECITODR.,L.A.,CA90031.
This Business is conducted by: AN INDIVIDUAL.
Signed: SENERATH NISHANTHA PITIGALA.
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of
Los Angeles County on 12/04/08. The registrant(s)
has (have) commenced to transact business under
the fictitious business name or names listed above
on N/A.

NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement expires
five years from the date it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed prior to that date. The
filing of this statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name
in violation of the rights of another under Federal,
State, or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/08, 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2107643

The following person(s) is (are) doing business as:
ROYAL RECORDS MUZIK, 1816 DIANE DR.,
COMPTON, CA 90221. Full name of registrant(s)
is (are) ERIN G. ALLEN, 1816 DIANE DR.,
COMPTON, CA 90221. This Business is conducted
by: AN INDIVIDUAL. Signed: ERIN G. ALLEN.
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of
Los Angeles County on 12/01/08. The registrant(s)
has (have) commenced to transact business under
the fictitious business name or names listed above
on N/A.

NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement expires
five years from the date it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed prior to that date. The
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(3)
(4) Fern Glen;
(5) Fern Drive;

CITY OF SIERRA MADRE
ORDINANCE NO. 1286U

(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)

Publication Date: December 19, 2008

Idle Hour;
Canyon Crest Drive
Orange Dirive;
Woodland Drive;
Brookside Lane;
SECTION 2. The City Council declares an Urgency pursuant to Section 36937 of the California Government Code. This Ordinance
shall take effect immediately after a single reading because its passage is required for the immediate preservation of the public peace,
health and safety. The facts constituting this urgency are that: (i) there is an immediate need to protect the citizens in the hillside areas left
vulnerable to mud and debris slides due to the April 2008 fires; (ii) precipitation is more likely to occur during the Fall and Winter months which
make mud and debris slides more imminent in the residential hillside areas; and (iii) immediate enactment and enforcement of this Ordinance
would ensure that public safety and public works vehicles have access to the neighborhoods in debris-related emergencies by prohibiting
parking on certain City streets when a yellow or red flag alert is declared by the Fire Department. Accordingly, it is necessary this Ordinance
be effective immediately upon its adoption.
SECTION 3. The City Council intends this Ordinance to supplement, not to duplicate or contradict, applicable state and federal law and this
Ordinance shall be construed in light of that intent.
SECTION 4. If any sections, subsections, subdivisions, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance or any part hereof or exhibit
hereto is for any reason held to be invalid, such invalidity shall not effect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance or any part
thereof or exhibit thereto. The City Council hereby declares that it would have passed each section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph,
sentence, clause or phrase hereof, irrespective of the fact that anyone or more sections, subsections, subdivisions, paragraph, sentences,
clauses or phrases be declared invalid.
SECTION 5. The City Clerk shall cause this Ordinance to be published or posted in accordance with California Government Code Section
36933, shall certify to the adoption of this Ordinance and his/her certification, together with proof of the publication, to be entered in the book
of Ordinances of the City Council.
SECTION 6. This Ordinance is adopted by a 4/5 vote of the City Council and shall take effect immediately upon adoption as provided
by Government Code Section 36937

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 9th day of December, 2008.

(11)
(12)
(13)
(14)

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SIERRA MADRE DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. Chapter 10.52.030 is hereby amended to read:
PARKING PROHIBITIONS.
A. Whenever the Fire Department determines that on-street parking on any City street designated in subdivision (B) of this Section would
create a hazard to life or property by interfering with emergency vehicle access and resident evacuation during any event of mud and debris
flow, the Fire Department is hereby authorized to install and maintain at that place signs giving notice that on-street parking is prohibited on
a Yellow Flag Alert Day or a Red Flag Alert Day. The Fire Department is further authorized to include notice, on any sign that prohibits on-
street parking on Yellow Flag Alert Days or Red Flag Alert Days, that vehicles parked in violation of the sign may be removed at the owner’s

Sunnyside Lane;
Yucca Trail;
Holly Trail;
Sturtevant; and

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SIERRA MADRE, CALIFORNIA AMENDING SECTION 10.52.030 OF THE SIERRA MADRE MUNICIPAL
CODE PROHIBITING ON-STREET PARKING ON CERTAIN STREETS ON YELLOW AND RED FLAG ALERT DAYS AND DECLARING
AN URGENCY THEREOF

WHEREAS, the April 2008 fires above Sierra Madre burned an extensive hillside and mountain area, eroding the natural vegetation;
WHEREAS, this has left the adjacent hillside residential areas especially vulnerable in the event of mud and debris slides during the rainy

WHEREAS, to ensure that public safety and public works vehicles can access those neighborhoods in a debris-related emergency, the City
Council wishes to enact an ordinance to prohibit parking on designated streets during the activation of a yellow and red flag emergency

WHEREAS, the purpose of this ordinance is to protect the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Sierra Madre through the regulation
of on-street parking on certain City streets during days of extreme precipitation;
WHEREAS, the City Council desires to add two additional streets to the list of parking prohibitions on yellow and red flag emergency

WHEREAS, The City Council declares an Urgency pursuant to Section 36937 of the California Government Code which would permit this
Ordinance to take effect immediately after a single reading for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety as described

B. During a Yellow Flag Alert Day or a Red Flag Alert Day, it shall be unlawful, when authorized signs are in place giving notice, to park

any vehicle on any of the following streets or portions thereof in violation of those posted signs:
(1) Mount Wilson Trail;
(2) Churchill Road;

Skyland Drive;

MountainViews-Observer

filing of this statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name
in violation of the rights of another under Federal,
State, or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/08, 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2138984

The following person(s) is (are) doing business
as: SOUTH BAY HANDYMAN, 4056 W. 164"
ST., LAWNDALE, CA 90260. Full name of
registrant(s) is (are) ANDREA KRISTY, 4056 W.
164" ST., LAWNDALE, CA 90260. This Business
is conducted by: AN INDIVIDUAL. Signed:
ANDREA KRISTY. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Los Angeles County on
12/04/08. The registrant(s) has (have) commenced
to transact business under the fictitious business
name or names listed above on 4/30/2003.
NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement expires
five years from the date it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed prior to that date. The
filing of this statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name
in violation of the rights of another under Federal,
State, or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/08, 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2103992

The following person(s) is (are) doing business
as: THE BRIDGE INSURANCE SERVICES,
121492 PARAMOUNT BLVD., DOWNEY,
CA 90242. Full name of registrant(s) is (are)
HECTOR ALVARADO, 15536 ORIZABA AVE.
#B, PARAMOUNT, CA 90723. This Business
is conducted by: AN INDIVIDUAL. Signed:
HECTOR ALVARADO. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Los Angeles County on
12/01/08. The registrant(s) has (have) commenced
to transact business under the fictitious business
name or names listed above on N/A.

NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement expires
five years from the date it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed prior to that date. The
filing of this statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name
in violation of the rights of another under Federal,
State, or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/08, 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 08-2115894
The following person(s) is (are) doing business
as: 1. THIRD DEGREE BURN 2. 3" DERGEE
BURN, 131 E. 92" ST., L.A., CA 90003. Full name
of reglstram(s) is (are) JOSE ARENAS 131 E. 92
T, CA 90003, JESSE A. BARCOS, 9227
SAN VINCENTE AVE SOUTH GATE, CA 90280.
This Business is conducted by: A GENERAL
PARTNERSHIP. Signed: JOSE ARENAS. This
statement was filed with the County Clerk of Los
Angeles County on 12/02/08. The registrant(s) has
(have) commenced to transact business under the
fictitious business name or names listed above on
12/02/2008.
NOTICE- This Fictitious Name Statement expires
five years from the date it was filed in the office of
the County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed prior to that date. The
filing of this statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business Name
in violation of the rights of another under Federal,
State, or common law (See section 14411 et seq.
Business and Professions Code)
Publish: MountainViews-Observer
Pub. 12/08, 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008

FILE NO. 2008-2138983

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF USE
OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

The following person(s) has/have abandoned the
use of the fictitious business name: SOUTH BAY
HANDYMAN, 4058 W. 164" ST., LAWNDALE,
CA 90260. The fictitious business name referred
to above was filed on 8/3/07, in the county of Los
Angeles. The original file number of 2007-1839994.
The business was conducted by: HUSBAND and
WIFE. The business information in this statement
is true and correct. (A registrant who declares as true
information which he or she knows to be false, is
guilty of a crime.) SIGNED: ANDREA KRISTY
OWNER.

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/08, 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008

FILE NO. 2008-2139354

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF USE
OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME

The following person(s) has/have abandoned
the use of the fictitious business name: KRMA
CLOTHING, 2202 S. FIGUEROA ST., L.A.,
CA 90007. The fictitious business name referred
to above was filed on 9/2/08, in the county of Los
Angeles. The original file number of 2008-1580181.
The business was conducted by: A GENERAL
PARTNERSHIP. The business information in
this statement is true and correct. (A registrant
who declares as true information which he or she
knows to be false, is guilty of a crime.) SIGNED:
NICHOLAS BOWES/OWNER.

Publish: MountainViews-Observer

Pub. 12/08, 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/2008

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
MARK D. FIGATNER
CASE NO. KP012713

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons who
may otherwise be interested in the
WILL or estate, or both of MARK D.
FIGATNER.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has
been filed by EVELIA FIGATNER
AND MAURICIO CASTILLO in the
Superior Court of California, County
of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE
requests that EVELIA FIGATNER
AND MAURICIO CASTILLO be
appointed as personal representative to
administer the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority
to administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of Estates
Act with limited authority. (This
authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions
without obtaining court approval.
Before taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to give
notice to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The independent
administration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files an
objection to the petition and shows
good cause why the court should not
grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be
held on 01/22/09 at 8:30AM in Dept.
A located at 400 CIVIC CENTER
PLAZA POMONA COURTHOUSE
SOUTH, POMONA, CA. 91766.
IF YOU OBIJECT to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or file
written objections with the court before
the hearing. Your appearance may be
in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a
contingent creditor of the deceased,
you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court
within four months from the date of
first issuance of letters as provided in
Probate Code section 9100. The time
for filing claims will not expire before
four months from the hearing date
noticed above.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by
the court. If you are a person interested
in the estate, you may file with the court
a Request for Special Notice (form
DE-154) of the filing of an inventory
and appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code Section 1250. A Request
for Special Notice form is available
from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
JUSTIN M. ALVAREZ, ESQ.
THE ALVAREZ FIRM, A LAW
CORPORATION
2625 TOWNSGATE ROAD
WESTLAKE VILLAGE, CA. 91361
12/19,12/26,01/02/2009
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Science & Health

With Bob Eklund

Looking Up

NASA Orbiter Finds Martian Rock Record With 10 Beats to the Bar

Climate cycles persisting for millions of years on ancient
Mars left a record of rhythmic patterns in thick stacks of
sedimentary rock layers, revealed in three-dimensional detail by
a telescopic camera on NASA’s Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter.
Researchers using the High Resolution Imaging Science
Experiment camera report the first measurement of a periodic
signalin the rocks of Mars. This pushes climate-cycle fingerprints
much earlier in Mars’ history than more recent rhythms seen
in Martian ice layers. It also may rekindle debates about some
patterns of rock layering on Earth.
Layers of similar thickness repeat dozens to hundreds of times
in rocks exposed inside four craters in the Arabia Terra region
of Mars. In one of the craters, named “Becquerel,” bundles of a
10-layer pattern repeat at least 10 times, which could correspond
to a known 10-to-one pattern of changes in the tilt of the planet’s
rotation axis.
“Each layer has weathered into a stair step in the topography
where material that’s more resistant to erosion lies on top of
material that’s less resistant to erosion,” said Caltech’s Kevin
Lewis, lead author of a report in the Dec. 5 edition of the journal
Science.
The camera, called HiRISE for short, took pairs of images of each
site from slightly different angles in orbit, providing the stereo
information needed to determine each layer’s thickness.
Geologists commonly find “rhythms,” or repeating patterns, in
sedimentary rock layers on Earth. Determining the source of
the rhythms can be difficult. Some result from annual or tidal
cycles, or from episodic flooding that may not be periodic at
all. But the role of longer-term astronomical cycles has been
debated. One step in showing that astronomical cycles can leave
their mark in sediments came from finding repeating five-layer
sets in some terrestrial bedrock, matching a known five-to-one
ratio of two cyclical variations in Earth’s orbit.
Lewis and colleagues found something similar on Mars: “Our
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findings suggest that cycles of climate change led to the patterns
we see recorded in the Mars rock layers today, possibly as a result
of similar variations in Mars’ orbit,” he said. “Mars has a 10-to-
one ratio in cycles of how its tilt changes—smaller wobbles within
larger packages. Sure enough, we see a 10-to-one ratio in one
of these layered deposits. It’s like trying to identify a song—it’s
easier if there are multiple instruments playing different parts,
rather than just a single rhythm.”

AND SPEAKING OF SONGS, the Holidays have crept in on
us, almost unnoticed (at least by this writer)—and just when we
all needed a little cheering up. So let’s all “deck the halls with
boughs of holly;” and not let doom and gloom take over, even
if the sky seems to be falling (it won’t). Two important events
happen this weekend: the Winter Solstice on Sunday 12/21, and
Hanukkah beginning that same evening. The “festival of lights”
couldn’t come at a more appropriate time—the darkest evening
of the year.

Period.

(green).

THIS YEAR, FIND YOUR OWN
CHRISTMAS
STAR—-AND
SHARE THE
WONDER.

Stroll through a starry night with
astronomer-poet Bob Eklund
and artist Virginia Hoge.

FIRST STAR
[ SEE TONIGHT

AN EXPLORATION OF WONDER

Available in paperback
and hardcover editions at
Sierra  Madre Books, and
online at Amazon.com and
LilaQualityBooks.

ROBERT

. EKLUND

Paul the Cyberian:

Each of these four panels shows a close-up view of a different type of geological deposit formed with the involvement of water, based
on observations by NASA’s Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter. All four date from the earliest period of Martian history, called the Noachian

The upper-left panel shows carbonates overlying clays in the Nili Fossae region of Mars. The view combines color-coded information
from infrared spectral observations by the Compact Reconnaissance Imaging Spectrometer for Mars (CRISM) with an underlying
black-and-white image from the High Resolution Imaging Science Experiment (HIRISE) camera. Beneath a rough-textured capping
rock unit (purple) lie banded olivine-bearing layers (yellow), which in some places have been partially or wholly altered to carbonate

The upper-right panel shows phyllosilicates and chlorides in the Terra Sirenum region, observed by CRISM and HIRISE. Medium-
toned, finely fractured rocks containing chloride salts either underlie higher-standing, light-toned phyllosilicates or fill in low spots
between them. Both sit on dark, eroded volcanic material.

The lower-left panel shows the upper portion of canyon wall in Coprates Chasma, observed by HIiRISE and CRISM. The chasm rim
cuts across the middle of the image. The wall slopes down to the top of the image and continues outside the region shown, exposing
multiple phyllosilicate-bearing layers in a section of rock 7 kilometers (4 miles) thick. Two of the layers shown here are finely fractured
aluminum clays that dominate the lower half of the image, underlain by thin beds of iron-magnesium clays at the top of the image. The
dark material is a remnant of an overlying layer of basaltic sand that has been partly eroded away by the wind.

The lower-right panel shows phyllosilicates with vertically layered compositions in Mawrth Vallis,

observed by HIRISE (presented in enhanced color) and CRISM. The brown-colored knob in the middle
of the scene is a remnant of cap rock that overlies aluminum clays (blue-gray), which in turn overlie
iron-magnesium clays (buff).

NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory, a division of the California Institute of Technology, Pasadena,
manages the Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter for the NASA Science Mission Directorate, Washington.
Lockheed Martin Space Systems, Denver, is the prime contractor for the project and built the spacecraft.

The Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory led the effort to build the CRISM instrument

and operates CRISM in coordination with an international team of researchers from universities,
government and the private sector. The University of Arizona, Tucson, operates the HiRISE camera,
which was built by Ball Aerospace & Technologies Corp., Boulder, Colo. Photos courtesy nasa.gov

IN A DARK TIME
All these tiny lights Linked up in a mesh of love Illumine
our town.
If youd like to learn more, you can contact Bob at
b.eklund@mvobserver.com
(Unless otherwise noted, poems used in this column are by
Robert L. Eklund and copyrighted by him.)

From the Inside Out:
‘Tis the Season for Light

By Mary Carney

Winter is here - but it does not begin to that causes my stomach
compare with memories of central Pennsylvania, to clench because I've Lé’
four miles east of the eastern Continental been used to describing
Divide. This year, in fact, my sister reports that the concept one way. I
they’ve had at least two inches of snow every mean, who wants to think that the love we have
day since before Thanksgiving - she’s ready for been taught about in church, and encouraged to
it to be spring. Snow ... I love seeing it dusted learn to focus on with our hearts and to create
on the peaks of the San Gabriel even though it’s with our prayers, might also be describable as
only possible to see it when I moved down off being a specific range of “frequencies” that can

Another malicious web threat that
exploits a programming flaw in Internet Ex-
plorer 7,and all versions of Internet Explorer,
made headlines this week by infecting mil-
lions of computers around the world. This is
especially significant as Internet Explorer is
the dominant web browser on the Internet
and accounts for just about 72% of all web
browsers currently in use on the Internet to-
day. This represent a huge target for hackers
who wasted no time in posting code that ex-
ploited the new vulnerability. This particular
exploit is made all the more malicious in that
it requires almost no interaction by the user
in order to cause a machine to be infected.
All that is required for an unprotected user to
become infected is to visit a website already
loaded with the malicious code. Once a users
machine has been compromised the exploit
can be used to steal credit card information, li-
cense keys, account numbers, user credentials
or other sensitive personal information stored
on the affected computer. Microsoft issued a
patch on December 17,2008 to protect users
from this vulnerability but some industry ex-
perts that user might want to take the addi-
tional step of using an alternate browser, such
as Firefox, Safari or Google’s Chrome, in order
to avoid falling prey to this latest web threat.
Online shoppers are encouraged to protect
themselves this season by following the online
shopping basics: ensure your computer has
been updated with the latest service packs and
security updates, ensure that your computer
has an updated and fully operational antivirus
and anti-spyware packed installed and ensure
that your computer has sometime of firewall
software or appliance protecting you from the
Internet).

Safer Online Shopping

Here are a few more tips that will help to en-
sure that your online shopping will be as safe
as possible:

1. Make sure that your transactions are as se-
cure as the vendor claims they are:

Most online vendors use Secure Sockets Lay-
er (SSL) technology to encrypt credit card
transactions. The website will have a URL
starting with “HTTPS” rather than the usual
“HTTP” during credit card transactions (eg.
https://amazon.com/order). Most browsers
will also display a padlock on the address bar
when SSL technology is being used to com-
plete a secure connection.

2. Only give your credit card information to
a vendor in a secure connection to a web site,
not to in an ordinary email. Be extremely care-
ful when responding to any request for per-
sonal information including passwords, social
security numbers, account numbers and cred-
it card numbers especially if the request was
made by phone, fax or email. To ensure that
the request is legitimate call the vendor back
and ask to speak to the requestor directly.

3. Passwords - If you use a password to log
onto your computer use a different password
for placing orders on those site that require a
user account to place orders. Create a special
password for these and other sensitive sites
such as your home banking sites.

4. ..and as always. If it's too good to be true,
it ain’t! Use your best judgment when wading
through the waves of ‘deals’ that you will sure-
ly encounter online this year before sending
them your very real cash over the Internet. A
vendor you've never heard of offering a price
that is just too good to be true for a hard to
find item might be more than just a bargain. It
might just be a real steal.

the mountain from “our town”.

be created with man-made tools? Even after

Back when I worked northwest of Pittsburgh, 30+ years in the field, that even makes me want
I'd drive home Christmas Eve - ninety miles to gag - how dare we think that we can recreate
of suspension in time across the deeply snow God’s love with machines?

covered mountains on a salt-wet, shiny bare And yet we pray, meditate, surround ourselves
two lane road between snow-berms through with music or soundwaves to enhance our own
the woods with holiday lit homes scattered like peacefulness. We use perfumes and essential oils
handfuls of stars in the darkness. to help connect us to our love-filled, scent-based
At this time of year it takes so little to trigger memories. When sharing special moments our
memories - perhaps gold dusted (or not) with hearts and spirits rise above the usual day-to-
longing for a time of belonging, of safety, of daylevel of emotions to levels that we call “love”.
being part of something that seemed to be very And we know in our deepest hearts that when
important. And we have a sense that time is we act from love we can move mountains.
moving on. From the ancient plea for the sun to How wonderful to have a time that mankind

shine more than the long dark, for the days to be
longer and warmer, for freedom from sweaters,
and boots, scarves and gloves.

When it is darkest, that’s the time to dig deep
inside and affirm the knowing that life is here,
and that it’s time to emphasize the importance

uses to rekindle a spark of light and life in
anticipation of beginning a “new” year. How
wonderful to, as a common humanity, give
ourselves the gift of not only starting each day
anew, but to recognize that there are recurring
cycles, and that we are all encouraged to let the
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of light, and of the light of the soul. Sunday past go, and as a community to begin anew.
started the Festival of Lights for our Jewish To look ahead with hope, with action to create
friends - one more candle each night to remind something new, to move beyond historical ways
them that there was a miracle of light from an of living our lives, to move out of our ruts, to
oil lamp when no light seemed possible. change our patterns, to go beyond tired thoughts
Thursday others celebrate the birth of the light and to remind ourselves that no matter what
of love into the world, the one who said that the outside looks like, we are each endowed
the Eleventh Commandment that Love is more with the creativity to make our lives something
important than anything else in the world. That extraordinary in our own eyes.

of all endeavors at which anyone can succeed, Remember, even those who live in the driest
the greatest is living in and with and spreading deserts, or deepest rain forests, those who live
love. Science is confirming that truth. However, there with none of our “things” still live, love,
the words used to verify “religious truth”, when work, laugh and play and find meaning in their
coming from the “scientific point of view”, daily lives. As the co-creator of your life, my
often cause what I myself have experienced as prayer from the inside out for you is that this
a “gag response.” I mean, even after 30+ years Holi - Day season bring you the gift of using
of being in the healing field, and of spending your personal light, gifts, talents and creativity
countless hours in seminary, and in studies, and to overcome all obstacles and challenges that
in practice, and in reading scientific articles, seem to stump “everyone else”. And in that
and in slowly absorbing the concepts, there light, I wish you a Merry Christmas.

are still times when someone says something
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oRy molidays

Dinner Special
(including Regular Dinner Menu)
Wednesday, Dec 24
3:30p - 9p

New Year's Eve

ﬁ ¢ Celebration Dinner
| Wednesday, Dec 31
5:30p - 10p

44 N. BALDWIN AVENUE, SIERRA MADRE, CA 91024

RESERVATIONS CATERING
626.355.5945 626.355.3576
WE CATER PRIVATE PARTIES AND SPECIAL EVENTS!

WWW.RESTAURANTLOZANO.COM

i
[

We Bake Our Own Bread Paily

) VB05 S
Family Restaurant
Formerly Hano Cafe One

| i ' We Help Beat the High Cost of Summer!
[——— $4.99 Breakfast Specials (weekdays till 11:00 am)
— $4.99 Rids Meals (inclades soft drink) (all dag)
R

o] 52 Hew Mlenu Selections m
3 2 af

-T2 W 50 Sandwiches & 14 Salads
e > | lounch & Pinner Items Start at $6.95 Weekend

Omelette

Bar
8-~-2

~—

Open 7 Pays a Weegk = 7:00 am - 9:00 pm = Isk about catering
975 Ho. Michillinda = (626) 351-0588 = (in the {dibegrtson’s Shopping Center)

TABLE FOR TWO

By Peter Dills

Day Tripping and Thinking of You

I headed down to Laguna Beach for Sunday Brunch this past
weekend. Gas prices have lowered their sword and made traveling
more appealing for everyone, so I thought a celebration was in order;
a trip to the coast for a pleasant afternoon was the vision I entertained
after a hard week of work. California in winter, down comes the top
on the convertible and off to Las Brisas Restaurant. Laguna Beach is

my favorite spot in Southern California. If I had not “placed all my
eggs in one basket” and waited for the stock market to trend just a little higher, I might just
be living there. Okay, maybe I would have needed some lotto numbers too, so what! Who
wouldn’t want to be in paradise though? There are many days that I leave a hazy sky above
Pasadena in the rearview mirror and, by the time I hit shores of Laguna, the sun is waiting for
me, saying, “Welcome, Peter”

Last Sunday was another chapter in that recurring story. I started off on their patio with an
artfully made Margarita superbly blended with Hornitos Tequila for ($10.50). Do you want
some chips and salsa? They charge you here, but with a view like this I may just try to live on
this diet. From the name Las Brisas, you may naturally think of this as a Mexican Restaurant,
but don't let the Margaritas and Chips falsely mislead you. In fact, my recommendations focus
on the fresh seafood, beef and chicken entrees.

I have found the wisdom of my old man to be fairly adroit over the years. He told me time and
again, “the closer to the water the worse the seafood” For the most part, everyone essentially
gets their fish from the same or similar purveyors. No matter if the restaurant is the 909 or 999.
Las Brisas though is an insurrectionist to this notion. For me it tenders thoughts of being in
the Mexican Rivera, only with Valet Parking.

Let’s eat!!! The Brunch is ($33) per person, less for kids. I discovered here that I am a critic
of consequence, as I was encouraged to sample a few more of the dishes. After a wide variety
of dishes, here is what I recommend. I started off with the Soup of
the Day - Sopa del Dia; Cream of Asparagus started my meal with a
flavorful dance. There are omelets, crepes and other brunch items. I
sampled the Sand Dabs and was excited at making the correct choice.
These are lightly sautéed and topped with real king crab meat; my R
companions Pollo Milanese and brought an approving smile to the ¥
face. So enthusiastic was our response that there were no doggie bags ¥
left for Mom. Brunch does include a California Sparkler and juice, ¥,
or milk for the kids. I will not forget the fresh and warm pastries §*
that awaited us at the table. The dessert menu rotates from Sunday to
Sunday, all in all a great and picturesque deal!!!

History: Opened in 1938 as the Victor Hugo Inn, name change to Las
Brisas in 1979.

My Tip: Try to get a window seat

Value: B+, worth the drive!!

Valet Parking: Yes

Street Parking: Metered, don’t take the chance

Las Brisas Restaurant, 361 Cliff Dr., Laguna Beach, (949) 497- 5434
Check www.lasbrisaslagunabeach.com for hours and updated prices

Email me with your thoughts thechefknows@yahoo.com

ASR

60 Years In The San Gabriel Valley

y

"A. S. ROGERS INCOME TAX SERVICE

Individual Tax Returns (All States)
Financial Services

529 W. Main $t. Alhambra
Voice: (626)282-2155
(800) 564-2156
Fax: (626)282-3013

SEE OUR CHRISTMAS YARD DISPLAY

SANTA’S TRAIN STATION
On Display From December 16-31, 2008

4

637 West Grandview Avenue
Sierra Madre
(Behind Alverno High School)

An Offccial Santa Lacation pproved By
“Tbe Nonth Pole rHssaciation”

LINGERIE BouTIQUE

Shopping at “Risque” is a royal treat in itself!!! We will make
you feel like a pampered princess, from making sure you're in
the right sizes to offering an exquisite selection of styles and
materials.

Your comfort is our top priority.

“Risque” is an excllent choice for friendly, exceptional

customer service Your one-stop shopping destination!

OUR PRODUCTS OUR SERVICES
Bridal Registry

Fine European Lingeni .
L;ab;;‘_ﬁw Fram:m Happy Holldays Custom Gift Baskets

Betsey Johnson Intimates Host Small Paries & Events
? Personalized Shopping

Bndal Collection ‘
Betsey Johnson Swimwear ' ' (By appointment)

\
Swarovski Crystal Jewelry &
Accessones
1045 EAST GREEN STREET PASADENA, CA 91106 626.796.1100
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

STARTING A NEW BUSINESS ?
FILE YOUR DBA HERE

Doing Business As,
Fictitious Business Name Filing

MAIL 80 W. Sierra Madre Blvd., Sierra Madre
EYeyq & POSTAL 626-836-6675

Obtain Street Address - Business Stationary - Flyers
Rubber Stamps - Business Cards - Mailing Service

Laundry

Now Open 21 Hours a Day?

Why Not Do Your Laundry...

* when it's convenient for you

‘.Ij"\\m e __,/ ® in a clean, safe, brightly-lit facility
o, ““%h i * in air conditioned comfort

ﬂ[ i
<
. ’ H i

Why Not Do Your Laundry... @&
* where there are 36 washing machines
® machines to handle any size load

e where there are 24 dryers

370 W. Sierra Madre Blvd. (626) 355-6213 * (next to BofA)

SIERRA MADRE’S FARMERS MARKET!

A CERTIFIED FAMERS MARKET Every Wednesday 3pm-7pm
Fresh vegetables and seasonal fruits from California family farms.
Specialty foods, vegetarian and vegan dishes, ethnic foods and hot food - Everything you'll find at the
farmers market has been made or picked fresh, is pesticide-free and preservative-free.

Free public parking on Mariposa.
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e Senior
; By Bruce Lamarche

Get Ready -
Become an “Unconsumer

“These are times that try men’s souls”
(Women too!) Uncertain economic times can
be scary. Investments of a lifetime lose value
and bank interest rates on savings drop to near
zero. Future increases of income are in serious
question. What can a body do?

We are a consumer driven society. We spend
a lot of money on bigger and better using the
all-consuming principle of “more”. I think of the
times I went backpacking with all my needed
possessions in a thirty-five pound pack and dis-
covered that for 4 days . . . it was enough! So
what is the difference between a simple exis-
tence with the beauty of nature to awe our sens-
es and our cluttered lives filled with “stuff” that
we move from spot to spot in a vain attempt to
organize? What does “stuft” have to do with
happiness and the real meaning of life?

Since we cannot control the actions of the
economy, perhaps we should look to ourselves.
Our spending habits and so-called necessary
expenses are worthy of a close look in these
times. This part we can do something about
and perhaps with surprising results. With an
effort to reduce our outgo and to simplify our
“inventory” of possessions, life can be made less
expensive and simple.

Do you have a written budget? If so do you
stick to it? Getting out the checkbook and bank
statements from the last six months and making
lists of the items separated into categories can
be revealing. What is really necessary? How do
you manage your utility usages? Are you using
efficient appliances? Utility companies provide
credits for efficiency. Do you turn off lights in
rooms not used? Are you heating or cooling
rooms you never use? What areas of spending
are new compared to two years? Were they re-
ally necessary?

Look around the house and into closets and
note things that you haven't used in a year.
Why have you not utilized them? Perhaps list-
ing them on Craigs List for sale or donated
them to the Salvation Army would be appropri-
ate? What needs to be put into the trash? How
much “stuff” is really used, let alone important?
What could you gift to family members? I find
it interesting to discover something in my home
that I have not seen in a long time. I wondered,
if it had simply disappeared if I would even re-
member it. So who do I bother to keep it. .. and
for what purpose?

As you get rid of unused items in the house,
think the circumstances that had you purchas-
ing them originally. The next time you are won-
dering the isles in the discount store and are
tempted to buy something, think of what you
just got rid of. Save your money.

Between the thinning process of possessions
and careful control of unnecessary spending
we can substantially reduce our expenses. This
is just like getting an increase in income. Cer-
tainly the simplifying of life can allow for more
appreciation of the simple things. So ... who
controls our life, the stuff we “manage”, advertis-
ers who want our money, or do we? Become an
un-consumer and keep more of your money for
the important things of life.

Got a  question? Ask  Bruce by
phone-(626)335-3412 or e-mail: blamarche@
verizon.net

This article is provided by Bruce Lamarche, a
member of Society of Certified Senior Advi-
sors®, www.csa.us. Bruce’s company, R & B
Reverse Mortgage Services (Glendora) helps se-
niors make an informed decision about obtain-
ing a reverse mortgage.
www.LASeniorMortgage.com

SENIOR HAPPENING:S...

By Pat Birdsall

FYI:

Please don’t forget seniors in nursing homes
this holiday season—many of them have no

Recipe of the Month:

family of their own and this time of year can Cranberry
be rough, especially when other residents are

being visited by loved ones who lavish them -
with gifts and treats. Here are a few appropri- Cr cam Ple

ate gift ideas to brighten their holidays: (All
can be a combined effort by many) Warm
socks-Nursing homes usually issue booties
that are thin and unattractive. A nice pair of
thick, colorful socks with skid proof bottoms
is a wonderful gift. Check at the front desk
for the number of people living at the nursing
home, and buy socks for everyone. Toiletries-
Quality hand lotions, shaving cream, sham-
poos, and scented soaps are also great gifts
that seniors appreciate receiving. Buy an as-
sortment and take them for distribution to all.
Lap robes- They are typically 30x40 blankets
that fit over the shoulders or over the lap to
keep a person warm. For people who crochet,
one can be completed in less than 3 hours us-
ing scrap yarn. Time- Your time visiting with
them is the most precious gift of all.

~Helpful Hints~

Club soda to the rescue this holiday
season! Use it to clean grease stains
from double-knit fabrics and to
remove stains from the carpeting.
Overindulge? Club soda with a dash of
bitters will work wonders on an upset
stomach caused by indigestion or a
hangover.

2 % Cups whole-berry
cranberry sauce

1 pastry shell (9 inches), baked

1 package (8 ounces) cream cheese,
softened

2/3 cups sugar
2 eggs, lightly beaten
3 Tbs all-purpose flour

1 tsp vanilla extract

1- Spread cranberry sauce over the
bottom of pastry shell. In a small
mixing bowl, beat cream cheese and
sugar until smooth. Beat in eggs, flour
and vanilla on low speed just until
combined. Pour over cranberry layer.
2- Bake at 350 for 35-40 minutes or
until center is set. Cool on a wire
rack. Cover and refrigerate for at
least 4 hours before cutting. Serves 8
RD.com

Happy Birthday

December Birthdays: Rose Fafach, Levon Yapoujian, Bonnie Garner
and Helen Reese

o

CSA

Certified
Senior Adpisor (CRA)

REVERSE MORTGAGE INFO

R & B Reverse Mortgage Services, Inc.
Bruce Lamarche - Walter Clayton
620 W. Route 66, Suite 107, Glendora
(626) 335-3412

We Mak®
w S

Licensed by CA Dept. of Real Estalte, License #1TETEED

p\.E:

www_LASeniorMortgage.com

See the “Seniror SE-DI':’ "column week!i!

The Night Before Christmas

By Dorothy White

‘Twas the night before Christmas
And all through the house,
Not a creature was stirring

Not even a mouse.

“Twas not surprising that no one was stirring because, due to the potency of the
eggnog, all members of the household had passed out,(Let me assure you that they
were all over twenty-one years of age.) Though they were not stirring, they were
most certainly snoring, even the mice who had lapped up the spills.

There they all were, mice flat on their backs on the floor and humans in recliner
chairs, when Santa squeezed himself down the chimney. That chimney thing was
becoming more difficult each year and he resolved (as he had done every Christmas
for the past half century) to stick to his diet in 2009. If only Mrs. Claus didn’t make

such delicious buche de Noel!

Santa took in the scene immediately and was not at all surprised for he had
encountered this situation many times and knew just what to do. Into each stocking,
along with other gifts, he slipped a package of antacid tablets to be taken the next

morning.

For Your Funny Bone

It’s so rare to be offered a meal on an airliner these days that I was surprised to hear the
flight attendant ask the man sitting in front of me, “Would you like dinner?” “What
are my choices?” he responded. “Yes or no,” she said.

Flying to Toronto at Christmastime, I arrived at the airport check-in. As the security
guard cleared my bags, I noticed a sprig of mistletoe dangling above him. “What’s the
mistletoe for?” Iasked. “That?” He smiled. “That’s so you can kiss your luggage goodbye.”

Qu ote: From a commercial point of view, if Christmas did not exist it would be
* necessary to invent it. ~Katharine Whitehorn~
Activities: Monthly Excursions:

*For reservations and further information call Susan
Clifton at (626) 355-7394 or stop by and see her at the
Hart Memorial Park House- 9:00 AM- 2:00 PM
Thursday, December 18- 9:30 am
to 4:00 pm- “Christmas Around
the World” - The Ronald Reagan
Presidential Library and Museum’s
annual holiday exhibit featuring 30
beautifully decorated trees representing
the countries that President Reagan
visited while in office. Menorahs given
to him while he was in the White
House will also be on display. There
will be time to tour Air Force One,
and to see other parts of the Library
& Museum as well. $16.00 per person
for transportation, admission & audio
tour. Lunch is on your own at the Café.
Menu prices range from $4.95-$7.95
for soup, burgers, sandwiches and
salads. For more information or to
register, please call the Senior Desk at
626.355.7394.

January 15, 2009- Senior Day at
the Races- Santa Anita Park- More
information to follow.

Unless listed differently, all activities are at
the Hart Memorial Park (Senior Center)
222 W. Sierra Madre Blvd., Sierra Madre

Lunch Program: Monday- Friday at the
Intervale Café -12:00 Noon-Call (626)
355-0256 to make your daily reservation.
Suggested donation $2.00 for seniors
(60+) and $3.75 for visitors.

Monday: Free strength Training Class
with volunteer Lisa Brandley 1:00-1:45

Tuesday: Bingo- 1:30PM- 3:30 PM
.25¢ per card

Yoga- 5:30 PM- 7:00PM Instructor
Andrea Walsh- $6.50 for seniors

(50 and over.) Call 355-5278 for more
information.

Wednesday: 1* & 3" Wednesday-
Community Lunch & Learn Program

Thursday: Game Day- 1:00PM- 3:30PM-
Poker, UNO, Scrabble, Cribbage,

Chess, Checkers, Backgammon,
Pinochle...you name it.

Yoga- 5:00 PM- 6:30 PM $6.50 for
seniors (50 and over) Call 355-5278 for
more information

Free Blood Pressure Clinic- Second
Tuesday of each month 11:00 AM-
Noon No appointment necessary

Friday: Ping-Pong 1:30 PM

Saturday: Senior Club for those 55 and
older- Brown bag lunch at 11:30AM
Meeting at Noon-

Financial Consulting- Financial Consulting- 3™
Tuesday of each month at the Hart Memorial
Park House from 10:00AM- Noon. Please call

His work completed in that house he looked for the obligatory milk and cookies.
Finding none, he proceeded to finish off the eggnog (half a punch bowl.) He then
departed, this time wisely using the front door. Fortunately his reindeer knew all
the stops to make because Santa was in no condition to drive (Oh, that eggnog) and
everyone received their presents on time.

What Mrs. Claus said when he reached home, I leave to your imagination. It cannot
be printed in a family newspaper.

626) 355-7394 f int t.
Bingo at 12:30 PM- only .25c¢ per card $2 or A appotntmen

Meals-on-Wheels:
Meals are delivered to homebound seniors by volunteer drivers through the YWCA Intervale
Lunch Program M-F (with frozen meals for the weekend.) $2.00 suggested donation per day.
Call Susan Garcia at (626) 858-8382 for more information.

— —| MEALS-ON-WHEELS NEEDS VOLUNTEERS TO DELIVER
@ MEALS TO OUR HOMEBOUND NEIGHBORS **ONCE A
MONTH OR WEEKLY** Please contact Darlene Traxler at
626.355.0256.

THIS YEAR,
FIND YOUR OWN
CHRISTMAS STAR~—
AND SHARE THE
WONDER.

Stroll  through a starry night with
astronomer-poet Bob Eklund and artist
Virginia Hoge.

FIRST STAR
[ SEE TONIGHT

AN EXPLORATION OF WONDER

PLANNING A HOLIDAY GETAWAY?

Keep your pet in the safety and comfort of your
own home. Call us for a free consultation,

Wilson’s Pet Care

Dog Walking, “In-Home" Pet Sitting & Pet Taxi

Elizabeth Wilson
626.833.4262

Available in paperback and hardcover www.wilsonspetcare.com

editions at SierraMadre Books, and online
at Amazon.com and LilaQualityBooks.
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HOMES & PROPERTY e

MountainViews-Observer
One Of A Kind:

Featuring unique homes & gardens and the people who create them! Photos and Story By Chris Bertrand

Thanks for the Christmas Memories!

Many around Sierra Madre make our Christmas a little brighter
and merrier by decorating with lights, ornaments, animation
and more. Driving around, one can’t help but find a little more
Christmas spirit with the aid of the many hours some take to
install their holiday offerings.

A special thank you goes to the Ostis on Auburn. Christmas
always starts early there, and Tim Osti provides music, hot
beverages and even a tour. Another thank you goes to one decoration that needs
to be appreciated live, the hilltop decorated tree by George Enyedi up on Sunrise
Hill. Best viewing from Grandview at the bridge just West of Foothill by the settling
fields, but Enyedi’s lighted tree can be seen for miles! Thanks, Sierra Madre! Next
week... Christmas in Pasadena, Monrovia and Arcadia!

The Osti Home (above) is also depicted in the 2009 Sonny Salsbury Calendar.
Below is another wonderfully decorated Grandview home.

Take a drive around Sierra Madre and catch of glimpse of these wonderful holiday sights.
Above: Grandview Avenue Below: Oakcrest Drive

View all “ BEVIN EUSTACE | |
b R SR BB RSB0 R b 1 TR L R L s R L Of Chf’lS REALTOR m

- v Ty Ve 5L . Bertrand’s (E629] 8211213 BUKINESS N s ]
L] -+ - RESIDANTIAL NROKERALGT

.0;.1.:' %, Sierra Madre r :::\:':“:_‘3:12'\ 8 FAST FOOTWILL RIVD

4 Christmas ] cmmtaguitin RS v inimtmacon

homes (yes,
there are
more) in full
color online.
Go to:
WWW.
mvobserver.

ART DEL REY REALTY, INC. 626-358-4560

pameladelrey@adelphia.net
www.artdelreyrealtyinc.com

441 Stanford Dr., Arcadia $898,000

Lovely character home located in the
College district of Arcadia offers 3 bedrooms,
3 baths, living room, great room, 2,066 sq. ft
Beautiful gardens with pool, perfect for
entertaining. Lot size 11,308 sq. ft.

' h 4
gl \\\‘}f“‘:'f_ A

9 WEBB-MARTIN Carol Canterbury | R
626-578-8441 K

ctanterbury@webb :

. Monrovia $395,000
Canyon Monrovia $649,000 Mountain Views: 2 BR, 2 BA townhome fea-
g&h in the Foothills of Monrovia this lovely 2 story- Bungalow style 4 turing Living room with brick fireplace, patio,
3 BA with living room and brick fireplace, dining area, family room, dining area, built-in appliances, central air,
large patio over garage with mountain and City light views, the pool is master suite with patio, direct access 2 car
situated at the rear of property. Walk to Monrovia Canyon Park. garage. Complex features pool.

Pasadena $499,000
Well located near shops, freeways and public transpora-
tion. Wonderful 3 BR, 1 3/4 baths, home with beautiful
hardwood floors, central air/heat, family room, 2 car
garage with direct access, beautiful wood deck andlarge
luscious landscaped rear yard,

325 STURTEVANT SIERRA MADRE $739,000
Living room with fireplace, remodeled kitchen, 3 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, bonus room, pool.

Visit www.325slurtevant.com for more information.

ALSTON & ASSOCIATES

MORTGAGE COMPANY
Licensad Mortgage Lender
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS
UCO'S

tHovs A’ cewwvrves Plates—
Great ]%V /—faﬁda}/ Entertaining
Place Your ovdev Now

74 W. Stevra Madve Boulevard
Stevva Madrve, CA

626 836-5700

Tues Saturday 8—9
A v
Clo;edMorZDa;/

14

MountainViews-Observer Friday, December 19, 2008

“This is the true expression an

"Brilliant choreography" 8

- BroadwayWorid. ‘l':on(

"Inspired!" 'a 1¥

- Philadelphia Weekly

“Incredible!"
- MSNBC
"Beautiful ... a nimble mastery."

- Chicago Tribune

70 Cities Global Tour
Over 260 shows worldwide

* -
? *GTft Ideas for the Holidays!

S

'_30 JANUARY 4, 2009

.LAspectacular.com

-800-817-7116 TICKET PRICES
2 $188, $128, $98, $78, $58, $45, $35

ticketmaster
-365-3500

{ I ER
ﬂazé,s

o R——
re .

. ﬁ'q“- e WD
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS e Landscape Lighting e W 1tLrI1H~.

Lic #644140

Gary

(800)414-1004
Specializing in Trouble Shooting & Repairs

The Officers & Families Of The
Sierra Madre Police Officers Association
Wish The Residents of Sierra Madre

The Very Best This Holiday

Season
by ¥

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you.
We appreciate your support and look forward
to continued years of service.
We are proud and happy fo serve the citizens of Sierra Madre!

They came from two different origins, but found they shared

@n& %zamman %W

c;é’ut/zezjé g.eoz ina
TSINOGLOU

Working on Common Ground

We pride ourselves on helping people
achieve their goals by establishing a solid
rapport and understanding. When it
comes to a home or investment property,
it’s crucial to work with people who have
a genuine concern for your best interest.

Serving all your real estate needs in
Southern California since 1992.

DICKSON PODIEY

www. Tsinoglou.com
1.888.451.4915 | 626.408.1401

THE PIT STOP

Auto Groom:‘ng * Auto Service * Auto Sales

15 Auburn Avenue
Sierra Madre, Ca. 91024
626-355-9311

&-

Race In And Be The First On Your Block To Have
The Best Working & Best Looking Car!
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